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Adapted from the story by O.Henry

O. Henry’s real name was William Sydney Porter. He was born in
Greensboro, North Carolina, in 1862. He left school at the age of fifteen
and worked in many different places. He also spent three years in prison

because he took money from a bank. He started to write stories while he

was in prison. O. Henry is famous for his stories with surprise endings.
“The Gift of the Magi” is his most famous story. It is from the book The
Four Million, stories about the everyday people of New York City. O.
Henry died in 1910.

~
Read the paragraph about O. Henry. What do you think is the most ]
interesting thing about O. Henry’s life? j

1
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The Gift of the Magi

1 Della counted her money three times. She had only one dollar and
eighty-seven cents. That was all. And tomorrow would be Christmas. What
Christmas gift could she buy with only one dollar and eighty-seven cents? Della
lay down on the old bed and cried and cried.

2 Let’s leave Della alone for a while and look at her home. The chairs and
tables were old and poor. Outside there was a mailbox without mail, and a door
without a doorbell. The name on the door said MR. JAMES DILLINGHAM
YOUNG—Della’s dear husband, Jim.

3 Della knew that Jim would be home soon. She dried her eyes and stood up.
She looked in the mirror. She began to comb her hair for Jim. She felt very sad.
She wanted to buy Jim a Christmas gift—something good. But what could she do
with one dollar and eighty-seven cents? She combed her hair in front of the
mirror and thought. Suddenly she had an idea.




4 Now, Jim and Della had only two treasures. One was Jim’s gold watch. The
other was Della’s hair. It was long and brown, and fell down her back. Della
looked in the mirror a little longer. Her eyes were sad, but then she smiled. She
put on her old brown coat and her hat. She ran out of the house and down the
street. She stopped in front of a door which said, MME. SOPHRONIE. HAIR OF
ALL KINDS. Madame Sophronie was fat and seemed too white. The store was
dark.

“Will you buy my hair?” Della asked.
“I buy hair,” said Madame. “Take off your hat. Let’s see your hair.”

7 Della took off her hat. Her hair fell down like water. Mme. Sophronie lifted
Della’s hair with a heavy hand. “Twenty dollars,” she said.

“Give me the money now! ” said Della.

9 Ah! The next two hours flew past like summer wind. Della shopped in many
stores for the right gift for Jim. Then she found it—a chain for his gold watch. It
was a good chain, strong and expensive. Della knew the chain would make Jim
happy. Jim had a cheap chain for his watch, but this chain was much better. It
would look good with the gold watch. The chain cost twenty-one dollars. Della
paid for the chain and ran home with eighty-seven cents.

10 At seven o’clock Della made coffee and started to cook dinner. Jim would

3
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be home soon. He was never late. Della heard Jim outside. She looked in the
mirror again. “Oh! | hope Jim doesn’t kill me! ” Della smiled, but her eyes were
wet. “But what could | do with only one dollar and eighty-seven cents?”

11 The door opened, and Jim came in and shut it. His face was thin and quiet.
His coat was old, and he had no hat. He was only twenty-two. Jim stood still and
looked at Della. He didn’t speak. His eyes were strange. Della suddenly felt
afraid. She did not understand him. She began to talk very fast. “Oh, Jim, dear,
why do you look so strange? Don’t look at me like that. | cut my hair and sold it.
| wanted to buy you a Christmas gift. It will grow again—don’t be angry. My hair
grows very fast. Say ‘Merry Christmas’, dear, and let’s be happy. You don’t
know what |’ ve got for you—it’s beautiful.”

12 “You cut your hair?” Jim spoke slowly.

13 “I cut it and sold it,” Della answered. “Don’t you like me now? |I’'m still me,
aren’t 1?”

14 “You say that your hair is gone?” Jim asked again.

15 “Don’t look for it, it’s gone,” Della said. “Be good to me, because it’s

Christmas. Shall we have dinner now, Jim?”
16 Jim seemed to wake up. He smiled. He took Della in his arms.
17 Let’s leave them together for a while. They are happy, rich or poor. Do you
know about the Magi? The Magi were wise men who brought Christmas gifts to
the baby Jesus. But they could not give gifts like Jim’s and Della’s. Perhaps you
don’t understand me now. But you will understand soon.

Jim took a small box out of his pocket. “I love your short hair, Della,” he
said. “I’m sorry | seemed strange. But if you open the box, you will understand.”
Della opened the box. First she smiled, then suddenly she began to cry. In the
box were two beautiful combs. Combs like those were made to hold up long hair.
Della could see that the combs came from an expensive store. She never
thought she would ever have anything as beautiful! “Oh, Jim, they are lovely!
And my hair grows fast, you know. But wait! You must see your gift.” Della gave
Jim the chain. The chain was bright, like her eyes.“Isn’t it a good one, Jim? |
looked for it everywhere. You’ll have to look at the time one hundred times daily,
now. Give me your watch. | want to see them together.”

19 Jim lay back on the bed. He put his hands under his head, and smiled.
“Della,” he said, “let’s put the gifts away. They are too good for us right now. |

18

o



sold the watch to buy your combs. Come on, let’s have dinner.”

20 The Magi, as we said, were wise men—very wise men. They brought gifts to
the baby Jesus. The Magi were wise, so their gifts were wise gifts. Perhaps Jim
and Della do not seem wise. They lost the two great treasures of their house. But
I want to tell you that they were wise. People like Jim and Della are always wiser
than others. Everywhere they are wiser. They are the magi.

1D ay1 Jo 319 oy [
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comb People usually comb their hair in the morning. If they don’t have a
comb, they might use their fingers. Women with long hair
sometimes put special combs in their hair. The combs hold up their
hair and add beauty.

Magi The word Magi (MAY-jai) means “wise men.” They are carrying
gifts for the baby Jesus.

watch and chain A watch tells us the time. Usually, we wear a watch on
our wrist (lower arm). Many years ago, men carried their watches in
the pockets of their clothes. This kind of watck was often at the end
of a special chain for watches. In the picture, the man is holding
one of these watch chains.

® Comprehension

1. Why did Della want to buy a gift for Jim?

2. Were Della and Jim rich? How do you know?

3. What were Jim’s and Della’s greatest treasures?

4. How did Della get enough money for Jim’s gift?

5. How did Jim get enough money for Della’s gift?

6. Who were the Magi, and what did they do?

7. Why does the writer think Della and Jim were wise?

® True or False

1. Della and Jim were very poor.

___ 2. Della was very happy before she bought Jim’s present.
3. Madame Sophronie gave Della two dollars for her hair.
______ 4, Before Christmas, Jim had an expensive chain for his watch.

6



5. Jim was young, but his coat was old.
6. Della laughed when Jim gave her the combs.
7. Jim didn’t show Della his watch.

® Discussion

13opy ayp Jo 1f19 ay|

1. The writer, O. Henry, tells us that the Magi were wise. He also says that Jim and Della
were wise. Why does he say this? Were they all wise in the same way? Do you agree
with O. Henry?

2. A gift is one way of showing love. Do you think it is a very important way? Why, or

why not?
3. Do you give gifts to everyone you love? Do you ever give gifts to people you don’t
love? If so, why? If not, why not?

® Vocabulary Practice

For each space in the sentences below, choose the best word from the following
list.
mirror watch gift wise
count treasures doorbell comb
Della needed to her money many times.
Della’s hair and Jim’ s watch were their two great .
When Della looked in the , she saw her long hair.
Della’s  to Jim was a chain for his watch.
Jim gave Della not just one beautiful for her hair, but two of them.

AR

At the beginning of the story,Jim has a cheap chain for his . At the end, he
has an expensive chain.

7. Jim and Della’s door had no .

8. Were Jim and Della to give the gift of love?
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® Writing: Madame Sophronie Speaks

In this exercise, you are Madame Sophronie. Answer each question in complete
sentences. The information in paragraphs 4—7 will help you.

Example:
What is your name? Do you have a store in the city, or in the country?

My name is Madame Sophroriie. | have a store in the city.

1. Do you buy and sell hair, or do you buy and sell gold chains?
2. One day, did a young woman come into your store, or was it her husband?

~ 3. Did she want to sell her hair, or buy it?

4. Did you tell her to take her hat off, or to put it on?

5. Did she have beautiful long hair, or beautiful short hair?

6. How much did you pay for it?

7. Did you plan to sell it later for more money, or for less money?

After you have answered the seven questions, put your answers together in one
paragraph. Begin the paragraph with the sentences

My hame is Madame Sophronie. | have a store in the city.

Now, add a second paragraph with your answers to the following questions. You
will find the answers to these questions in your mind, not in the story.

1. The next day, did a rich woman or a poor woman come into your store?
2. Did she like the young woman’s hair a lot, or just a little?

3. How much did you ask her to pay for it?

4. How much did she want to pay for it?

5. In the end, how much did she pay for it?

6. Did you feel happy, sad, or just OK about that price?

( §8¢, )



Translation

RiReGA 10

B - FHELKFRE

BR-FRO AL R BER K, 1862 54 TFF RHAM
R ME T e+ 2 S FF, GAEMRS I T4, LA N RIR
R ZF AR AREBEE K- FHEASHRFAEIGLEHGEA
Zo AXBOAIIRUZA LHFR(IE )P —2, i BHET
BMUHTAFEZPHHBEEHAY, Hilts-TF 1910 £,

RIS T =8, A -t/ L, —a AL, BRREREY T, X 24— &
BREELAT 2L MBIFEARKBIR K YR |, A,

HHAURRAL, IIRE B M ARIE B B A SRR B E SR, T
A R A — B (R T8 M EEH - BRI -5, XEHE
PLRZHSLR—EH R/,

BAMEE MARRREERT . i R TIRE, Rk, REET, M
%k, HEEIMEE M. Mo BARME , B AR b 5 M SE— BRI R ALY, TR, —
TNAENREKH AVR? MAESEFRT— Ak, —hBE . R, BRH—3), Bl
FEEHK,

RT, EFWAEN AR HERNART, —BHFBNEE, B—FRERHLE.
BABSK RBAF G, KKH, ~HRIEE W XEB TR T —2JLE. iR s m
Rl (BXSIL, HET . % FIARR ARSI, B EIE T, AR Bt %, k5
Kb WE—F/MNENTOET TR, /NMNENTEEE RERAK, SREHELR,

9

13vp oy fo 119 ay|




IS5 T 0 ) e O > O B ik

RIEERNRRE, RAREATH. JEEBAR

“RREREA KRG ? "B,

“RILBHBERR,” RERKKYL, “HEETHE RITFER. ~

BAEHE T, iR K R RB A —HEE TR REEAKA—RE AT
TR L RIFU: “20 T, 7

“BEBE! "R

M EEFREIBA/ M R ERE X BN ORI T AEBL R &EAL
Yy, A T IRERIE  Ja ok, R TRE T —R R 5 ERMITAR A RE X
FREFME ML, EMRIER B RN AEETB— LB EHSRN. &
BRI REMEE, BEXRTREL T, RANESRIESE. XARBENENE 21
FIL, BIEHR, WERTH 87 XoMEIRT,

B b BRSO, TR IR . R R T, MRS . 8
WrEl T IISME BRI S, R T AT ‘R BEEWAHEER | "R T R
BT TR, oL, AKX AT LREE 4R 7

FIF T, HEMGE TR, BET SUENX L. eRREN  BR%EH, b Esst
KELZRIAT ,k EBEHFRETF A 22 5 HWusET , B E 5 &h, —AEd
A, RPRTE, BRALEK, WA ER 22K, IFHaRMYE.
“ER,E I, REN,RE EREAX AR FIXHER RIELKTREHET . RE
HRLERAY . KRB SKERE, AR, RELERBMRR R FRRE’
W, FRZ ), IR L. RARRERARE THAMR, ATERET! 7

“RIELE T "HEEETHIRET .

“RICEFTRZET, "B EER. “RABRRTY? REER, ARG? ”

“BRUMREREZRT? "HFEXET —#,

“BIRT BT VRN “SREFRY, MBRF AWK RATRERZRRIFG,

E QIR BT, — AR,
C &10_/4 )



RITRIX W REHE—SILE, MITRERKN, BARRAE . RITHI(ES)
FRgER, R AR T =B 187 MR A M ERERE EZ ALY E & . (Bf]
HIER HE AR IR ALY . iFRBER R REEAR IS, Bl — &R &
IS]: R

HFHMAKS R — N NET  RERGROER , &AL, "l WA, RRIA
MR SR, TR, RERITFA TG, M ABBAT . "REITHET. kR
ST MW URTEE. ETRAFREERORT . BEARBEREORT . BH
B 15 ORI TR RIS RS ELSEOR A o B AR KT I A X A TSR AR T | IR,
i, AT E! RELEKEHR, RaE, R, E—T! KA—EBBRRGBIEH
A, " RBIE RS AT, REEF AW, QAR RS, BT
ML, WAL T . UG HREXREELARAT . RAR, REWENAAE
—i, ”

EMMEE KR L RFRENG T . 8B, Ut i 1R R feitix 2l
YIBGERIE , ENERKEF T , MIBERREZ A, RIERET , HIRKHMT .
KB, AT, "

IR B, FHREH 1R R TR 1A M ERBRS & T AL . RO HE
B, BTG % = AL R R ALY . & R SRHLE BRI 3 AR, 145
RTREMFEEY . ERREEVRR, MIIHERBH. REBMERXENALE
FEHHIARBE—AREEHIL, BAMITRNREZH,

c 1_1 )

13opy ayp Jo 119 Y]




IS3E T 0 2 R > % 6 i

Adagpted from the story by Jack London

Jack London was born in San
Francisco, in 1876. His family was poor. He
left school at fourteen. He worked on boats,
on farms, and in the woods. He loved to
visit new places. His first long trip was to
Japan. When he was eighteen he returned
to high school for one year. Then he went

to the University of California at Berkeley.
But again he left after one year and began to write for money. In 1897 he
went to the Klondike, in northwest Canada, near Alaska. Many men went to
find gold in that cold, empty land. London wrote stories about the men and
animals there. He traveled to many other different places, too, and found
adventures everywhere. He put these adventures into his famous stories
and novels. London continued to travel until a few years before his death in
1916.

_About the Author
Y

1. Read the paragraph about Jack London. Why do you think London wrote

adventure stories?
2. The paragraph tells us that London went to the Klondike in 1897. Where is !
the Klondike? Why did men go there at that time? What kind of place was }

\_ it? A
oNZ




