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Development is permanent topic for human society. With the progress of society,
people get more and more attention to sustainable development. In short,
sustainable development means that present development is not detrimental to
future development and avoids irreversible loss. Behind the sustainable
development or frame to support sustainable development is ecological balance.
Ecological balance is harmonious between people and nature , and base of social
economic development. Ecological worsen means ecological unbalance. Further
study shows biodiversity is key factor to keep ecological balance. If there is not
biodiversity, biological world will be same and ecological balance loses base. Rare
and endangered plants compose tremendous important resource for biodiversity.
From the point of view, protection rared endangered plants are not only closely
related to the forestry, but also to social economic development and production and
life of people. Because of this, countries in worldwide put emphasize biodiversity.
June 1992, The united nation issued Biodiversity Convention and made biodiversity

protection into international task.

China is one of countries with plentiful of plants in the world, there are more than



30,000 higher plants, rare and endangered plants accounting for more or less than
10%. In order to protect different wild plants, especially for rare plants, China issued
People’s Republic of China Wild Plant Protection Regulation, which made plant
protection into law track. Because of geographical and climatic specialty, Shanxi
province has bump of biodiversity. It is statistics that there are 2800 Vascular plants,

among them, there are more than 280 species rare and endangered plants .

Because of the problem in protection, Shanxi Biodiversity Center started to carry
out census for rare and endangered plants in 2001. Through the work, the center
get known basic information about present situation, distribution and characteristics
of change, took a lot of pictures. Based on the basic material and reference books,
they compiled the book. This will contribute to biodiversity protection and Shanxi
forestry construction. Therefore, thank their hard work. | hope all cadre and staffs in
forestry can read the book to increase rare and endangered plant protection sense

so as to promote biodiversity protection.

Du Chuangye
January 2004
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