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Of Studies

Of Studies

Francis Bacon

Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for ability. Their chief use for delight, is in
privateness' and retiring?; for ornament, is in discourse; and for ability, is in the judgment and
disposition of business. For expert men’ can execute, and perhaps judge of particulars, one by
one; but the general counsels, and the plots and marshalling of affairs®, come best form those that
are learned. To spend too much time in studies, is sloth; to use them too much for ornament, is
affectation; to make judgment wholly by their rules, is the humour’® of a scholar. They perfect
nature, and are perfected by experience: for natural abilities are like natural plants, they need
pruning by study; and studies themselves do give forth directions too much at largeS, except
they be bounded in by experience. Crafty men’ contemn studies, simple men admire® them, and
wise men use them; for they teach not their own use; but that is a wisdom without them, and
above them®, won by observation. Read not to contradict and confute; nor to believe and take for
granted; nor to find talk and discourse'®; but to weigh and consider. Some books are to be tasted,
others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested; that is, some books are to be
read only in parts; others to be read, but not curiously!'; and some few to be read wholly, and with
diligence and attention. Some books also may be read by deputy'?, and extracts made of them by
others; but that would be'?, only in the less important arguments'4, and the meaner sort of books:
else distilled books are like common distilled waters, flashy things!*.

Reading maketh'éa full man; conference a ready man'’; and writing'®an exact man. And
therefore, if a man write little,’”® he had need have® a great memory; if he confer little, he had
need have a present wit?!; and if he read little, he had need have much cunning, to seem to know
that? he doth not®®. Histories make men wise; poets witty; the mathematics subtile®; natural
philosophy?* deep; moral®* grave; logic and rhetoric able to contend. Abeunt studia in mores.?’
Nay there is no stand?® or impediment in the wit?’, but may be wrought out® by fit studies: like
as™ diseases of the body may have appropriate exercises. Bowling is good for the stone and
reins’?; shooting for the lungs and breast; gentle walking for the stomach; riding for the head; and
the like. So if a man’s wit be wandering, let him study the mathematics; for in demonstrations™,
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if his wit be called away never so little’s, he must begin again. If his wit be not apt to distinguish
or find differences, let him study the schoolmen’; for they are cymini sectores®. If he be not apt
to beat over matters®, and to call up one thing to prove and illustrate another, let him study the
lawyers’ cases. So every defect of the mind may have a special receipt.
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Macbeth

Macbeth
W. William Shakespeare

Act1 Scene III

A heath near Forres
Thunder. Enter the three Witches

FIRST WITCH Where hast thou been, sister?
SECOND WITCH Killing swine.
THIRD WITCH Sister, where thou?
FIRST WITCH A sailor’s wife had chestnuts in her lap,
And munched, and munched, and munched: —
“Give me,” quoth I:
“Aroint thee, witch!” the rump-fed ronyon cries. !
Her husband’s to Aleppo gone, master the Tiger:
But in a sieve I’ll thither sail,
And, like a rat without a tail,
I’ll do, I’1l do, and I’ll do.
SECOND WITCH I’ll give thee a wind.
FIRST WITCH Tour kind.
THIRD WITCH And I another.
FIRST WITCH 1 myself have all the other,
And the very ports they blow,
All the quarters that they know
I’ the shipman’s card.
1 will drain him dry as hay:
Sleep shall neither night nor day
hang upon his pent-house lid;
He shall live a man forbid:
Weary se’nnights nine times nine
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Shall he dwindle, peak and pine:

Though his bark cannot be lost,

Yet it shall be tempest-tost.

Look what I have.
SECOND WITCH Show me, show me.
FIRST WITCH Here I have a pilot’s thumb,

Wrecked as homeward he did come.Drum within
THIRD WITCH A drum, a drum!

Macbeth doth come.
ALL The weird sisters, hand in hand,

Posters of the sea and land

Thus do go about, about;

Thrice to thane, and thrice to mine,

And thrice again, to make up nine.

Peace! The charm’s wound up.

Enter MACBETH and BANQUO

MACBETH So foul and fair a day I have not seen.
BANQUO How far is’t called to Forres? What are these?

So withered and so wild in their attire, °

That look not like the inhabitants on the earth,

And yet are on’t? Live you? or are you aught

That man may question? You seem to understand me,

By each at once her choppy finger laying

Upon her skinny lips. You should be women,

And yet your beards forbid me to interpret

That you are so.
MACBETH Speak, if you can. What are you?
FIRST WITCH All hail, Macbeth! hail to thee, thane of Glamis!
SECOND WITCH All hail, Macbeth! hail to thee, thane of Cawdor!
THIRD WITCH All hail, Macbeth, that shalt be King hereafter!
BANQUO Good sir, why do you start, and seem to fear

Things that do sound so fair?

[To the Witches.] I’ the name of truth,

Are ye fantastical, or that indeed

Which outwardly ye show? My noble partner

You greet with present grace and great prediction

Of noble having and of royal hope,

That he seems rapt withal;* to me you speak not.

If you can look into the seeds of time,



And say which grain will grow and which will not,
Speak then to me, who neither beg nor fear
Your favours nor your hate.
FIRST WITCH Hail!
SECOND WITCH Hail!
THIRD WITCH Hail!
FIRST WITCH Lesser than Macbeth, and greater.
SECOND WITCH Not so happy, yet much happier.
THIRD WITCH Thou shalt get kings, though thou be none;
So all hail, Macbeth and Banquo!
FIRST WITCH Banquo and Macbeth, all hail!
MACBETH Stay, you imperfect speakers, tell me more.
By Sinel’s death I know I am thane of Glamis;
But how of Cawdor? The thane of Cawdor lives,
A prosperous gentleman; and to be king
Stands not within the prospect of belief
No more than to be Cawdor.
Say from whence
You owe this strange intelligence, or why
Upon this blasted heath you stop our way
With such prophetic greeting. Speak, I charge you.
Witches vanish.
BANQUO The earth hath bubbles, as the water has,
And these are of them. Whither are they vanished?
MACBETH Into the air; and what seemed corporal melted
As breath into the wind.’
Would they had stayed!
BANQUO Were such things here as we do speak about,
Or have we eaten on the insane root
That takes the reason prisoner?
MACBETH Your children shall be kings.
BANQUO You shall be King.
MACBETH And thane of Cawdor too; went it not so?
BANQUO To the self-same tune and words. Who’s here?
Enter ROSS and ANGUS
ROSS The King hath happily received, Macbeth,
The news of thy success; and when he reads
Thy personal venture in the rebels’ fight,
His wonders and his praises do contend®

Macbeth
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Which should be thine or his.
Silenced with that,
In viewing o’ er the rest o’ the self-same day,
He finds thee in the stout Norweyan ranks,
Nothing afeard of what thyself didst make,
Strange images of death.
As thick as hail
Came post with post; and every one did bear
Thy praises in his kingdom’s great defence,
And poured them down before him.
ANGUS We are sent
To give thee from our royal master thanks;
Only to herald thee into his sight,
Not pay thee.
ROSS And, for an earnest of a greater honour,
He bade me, from him, call thee thane of Cawdor;
In which addition, hail, most worthy thane!
For it is thine.’
BANQUO [4side.] What, can the devil speak true?
MACBETH The thane of Cawdor lives; Why do you dress me
In borrowed robes?
ANGUS Who was the thane lives yet;
But under heavy judgement bears that life
‘Which he deserves to lose.
Whether he was combined
With those of Norway, or did line the rebel
With hidden help and vantage, or that with both
He laboured in his country’s wreck, I know not;®
But treasons capital, confessed and proved,
Have overthrown him.
MACBETH [Aside.] Glamis, and thane of Cawdor!
The greatest is behind.
[To Ross and Angus.] Thanks for your pains.
[To Banguo.] Do you not hope your children shall be kings,
‘When those that gave the thane of Cawdor to me
Promised no less to them?
BANQUO That, trusted home
Might yet enkindle® you unto the crown,
Besides the thane of Cawdor. But ’tis strange;
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