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Preface

The development steps of Shanghai in modern times moved towards two
directions, starfed from the county town, one went towards north along the west
pbank of Huangpu River, up the English Concession, the French Concession ,then
across Suzhou creek, to the American Concession; started from the bund, the
other went towards the west along Nanking Road, up Henan Road, Xizang Road,
Jingan Temple, then to Xujiahui. Today’s Xujiahui had been divided into north
and south by Zhaojiabang Road, and the north went to urbanization gradually
after the expansion of French Concession in 1914, while the south was under the
administrative jurisdiction of Shanghai county town and its urbanization initiated
later. In the map of French Concession of 1918, the human landscapes were still
rarely scattered, and those with the hue of modermn times were represented only
by Catholic Church, Shanghai Engineering School(today’s Shanghai Jiaotong
University), Weaving Mill,Tannery,Guben Soap Factory, Xujiahui Restaurant,
Chinese Red Cross Hospital,Yutun Garden,Suiwu Garden. And the more widely
spread were the villages that reflected the country sight, such as the Big Liu's
Residence, the Little Liu’s Residence, the Jin's Residence, the Li's Residence,the
Ma’s Residence, the Xia's Residence, the Hou’'s Residence, the Xu's Residence,
the Gu’s Residence, East Mao;s Residence, Middle Mao's Residence, West Mao’
s Residence, The Shen’s Wooden Bridge Residence, Dingjiawan, Yujiaku. The
Xujiahui Road, Fukaisen Road, Xiafei Road and Yao Bishop Road interweaving in
this district were surrounded by the crossing creeks, scaftered tombs and plenty
of farmlands. The development of Xujiahui started a little late, compared with
South City, Huangpu, Jingan,Hongkou, and Zhabei in Shanghai.

However, as a late comer, there were still some advantages. While the large-
scale urbanization in this district was underway, the new round urban construction
revolution in the world were springing up. The widely used reinforced concrete

contributed to the security and height of the architecture .The road had been



proaden and the roadbed had been improved due to the widespread use of
the modern venhicles, like automobile and tram, which enhanced the standard
of urban planning. A lot of efforts had been made in this urban construction
wave, such as the awareness of aesthetics in architecture, the popularity of
building decoration, the improvement of the standards of fireproof, waterproof,
epidemic prevention in urban planning, and the attention focused on the
greening work in the city, all of which gave a strong impetus to the rise of the
updating of global urbanization from Europe, North America to Asia at large.
Shanghai also threw itself into this wave, and plenty of architectures were
renovated during 1920s and 1930s, such as the Bund in Public Concession,
Nanking Road, Huaihai Road in French Concession, Jinling Road, while a great
deal of roads being broadened and rivers being filed at that time. A large part
of Xujiahui was within the new expansion area of French Concession and was
a vast land with sparse population, a few roads and architectures, however,
the land price here was low and the exploiting cost was moderate as well,
compared with the Bund area and the old section of French Concession.
It made full use of the advantage as a late starter, then, a number of wide
and high quality roads represented by Beidang Road (today’s Henshan
Road) appeared, a great deal of new blocks with high taste and beautiful
surrounding, dofted by the fascinating and charming villas, arose . Attracted by
the enchanting view, a lot of affluent businessmen ,high-rank officials, who lived
in the South City, Hongkou, Huangpu before, moved here , additionally, plenty
of cultural organizations also settled here , all of which made this area a most
comfortable residence with clean roads, elegant environment and gathering
falents .

Apart from the ancient temples like Longhua Temple, the history of Xujiahui could
be seen from four aspects in terms of the social infrastructure.

Firstly, the western religions. Xuguangai was baptized and received into the
Catholic church af late of Ming Dynasty, and he also invited Italian priest Guo
Jujing(Lazzaro Cattaneo) to preach among his relatives and tenants, which
laid the tradition of Catholic in Shanghai. The missionary activities led by Guo

Jujing and Pan Guoguang were conducted in Shanghai downtown, and this



place was named Xujiahui later for it was also where Xu guangai’s farms and
property as well as his tumb were located. After the Opium War, the Catholic
priests set their base there by establishing church, nunnery, school, observatory,
museum, and publishing house, changing this area into a Catholic activity
center in Shanghai. In respect to Christianity, the American nationals and other
expatriates in Shanghai raised funds building the largest Christian church at that
time-- Shanghai Community Church. Apart from the above two, the believers of
Eastern Orthodoxy also built the largest Orthodox Cathedral in Shanghai —-Notore
Dame Cathedral, which also got the name of "Kremlin for the Chinese Eastern
Orthodoxy”.

Secondly, the political institutions in the Republic of China. There were a variety
of critical political organizations set up in Xujiahui during the Republic of China,
including the Humeihaidaoyi Administrative Office set in 1914, the Songhu
military protecting office that moved to Longhua Town (located in Xujiahui) in
1916, where also accommodated Chinese Navy Headquarters in 1917 and
Songhu Supervision Office which was established by warlord Sun Chuanfang
in 1926, Chiang Kai-shek set Shanghai Guard Headquarters near Fenglin
Bridge in 1927 (which also moved to Longhua later ,renamed Songhu Guard
Headquarters), and Shanghai Special Municipal Government was set there in
the same year . Further more, the Communist Party and Democratic Forces
were flourishing as well, such as the Shanghai Office of the New Fourth Army
settled there(the current Jiashan Road) in 1930, Lin Yunan, Li Qiushi, among the
twenty-four martyrs were killed secretly by Kuomintang in Longhua Prison in 1931,
the Jiangsu Provincial Committee Office of Communist Party of China seftled
in there (current Yongjia Road)in 1939, and Soong Chingling moved to the
Linsen Road Central (current Huaihai Road Central) in 1948.What's more, various
celebrities lived there: the former residence of Sheng Xuanhuai, the Chiang Kai-
shek Residence, the Wang Jingwei Residence, Sung Meiling's personal house,the
Song Ziwen Residence, the Kong Xiangxi Residence, and the former residence
of Zhang Yuanji, and such kind of situation made the political atmosphere there
complicated .

Thirdly, education and culture . The well-known schools and insfitutions were as



