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Foreword

Mr. Chang Shih-wen has used the intimate contacts with village life
in Tinghsien provided by his association with the Mass Education
Movement to make a very comprehensive study of the home and work—
shop industries of the heien, outside the city. He has found as many as
150 different kinds of industry. To speak of home industry alone, 15,000
men {or perhaps males) and 65, 800 women (femyales) out of a total
population of some 400, 000 people were found to be engaging for whole
or part time in home industry. There can be no doubt of the extent
of industrial occupation as a subsidiary to agrieulture.

It is clear from the figures for the value of the products in the
most wide-spread of these occupations,-spinning and weaviqg.-tlnt. the
work of the women engaged in them is very occasional. Though they
suggest that for many the work is restricted to providing for home
needs, the large numbers involved are at least important as indicating -
how very wide is the diffusion of textile knowledge among the people.

Almost everywhere in china today, the cry is heard that modern
industry is exercising its customary depressing effect on rural occnpa—
tion. Many of the industries, at least in their present form, will most
probably be unable to hold their own. And yet the situation in North
China: the part time nature of agriculture and the insecure livelih(;od
it affords on aceount of the uncertain rainfall, causing now drought and
now flood, imperatively calls for industrial development in contact with
the farming families and drawing on- their idle labour.

What lines the new industriasl development will take, it is impossible
to say; but such studies as this are interesting not only as revealing
clements in existing rural livelihood but as affording knowledge which
may well prove of real value in planning future policies. May tb{s

study be the forerunner of many more!
J, B. Tayler,
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