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The Origin Of Children’ s Day
JLE W #IR D

Children’ s Day is celebrated in many parts of
the world. Tt is a day to highlight' the dignity’ of chil-
dren and their need for love, care, and respect, and
instill® in the children a sense of independence and
national pride. It is also a day to honor adults that
have contributed® to improving the lives of children.

In August 1925, some 54 representatives’ from
different countries gathered ;together in Geneva®,
Switzerland to convene’ the first“ World Conference
for the Well-being® of Children” , during which the
“Geneva Declaration’ Protecting Children” was pas-
sed. The proclamation' made a strong appeal'' for

the spiritual needs of children , relief' for children in
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poverty, prevention of child labor, reassessing"” the
way that children are educated and other issues
related to the welfare of children around the world.

After the conference, various governments a-
round the world designated a day, different in each
country, as Children’ s Day,to encourage and bring
joy to children as well as to draw the attention of so-
ciety to children’ s issues. ¢

Universal Children’ s Day is on November 20.
First proclaimed” by the UN General Assembly'® in
1954 , it was established to encourage all countries to
institute’’ a day, firstly to promote'® mutual exchange
and understanding among children and secondly to
initiate'® action to benefit and promote the welfare of
the world’ s children.

Many countries like China choose to celebrate
the International Children’ s Day on June 1, which
has been established in November 1949 at the Inter-
national Democratic® Women’ s League” Council®
held in Moscow. The Day, which is also called the
First of June,is explained as“an international memo-
rial”® day that exists upon the purpose of securing”
lives and rights of children and encouraging their
happiness and health. ”

However , Women’ s/ Children’ s Day ( formerly”
Children’ s Day) is celebrated in Taiwan on April 4.
This day marks the restoration® of Taiwan to Chinese
rule in 1945 after half a century of Japanese occupa-
tion”’ .

May 5 is Children’ s Day in Japan. It became a
national holiday in 1948 ,but it has been a day of
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celebration in Japan since ancient times. It was tradi-
tionally a festival® for boys. Girls have their own fes-
tival ,held on March 3.

In India, the birthday of Jawaharlal Nehru® is
celebrated as Children’s Day every year,on Novem-
ber 14.

April 23 is the“ National Sovereignty” and Chil-
dren’ s Day” in Turkey’'. It was Mustafa Kemal
Aataturk , the Father of the Republic of Turkey who
loved children so much, that started the Day, the
same date when the Republic of Turkey™ was foun-
ded. On the Day, certain children are selected to take
over” the places of the government and even a lucky

kid is the president of Turkey for a whole day!
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Text Messages Changing Relationships

Ao 14

Mobile phone' text messages are changing the
way people approach® romantic relationships , accord-
ing to a survey’ published in the British newspaper

The Times.

More than half of mobile phone users aged 18 to
24 have sent or received an invitation to a date’ via
text message, while a similar number have ex-
changed® sexually-explicit’® messages, the study by
the London School of Economics showed.

Just fifty-three percent agreed that sending a
flirtatious’ message to someone while in a relation-
ship was a form of cheating®.

“It acts as a kind of subliminal’ zone, an exclu-
sive'® forum'' where the normal social rules are sus-

pended'?,” said Kate vFox, director of the Social
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Issues Research Centre.

“People often say things in texts which they
would never say in real life’.”

“When it comes to dating,a text gives you that
chance to compose'’ your thoughts , rather than' hav-
ing to speak spontaneously’” in a phone call with that
person, " she said.

The survey also found that 54 percent of women
under 25 used their mobile phone in public to deter'®
people from approaching'” them.

British mobile phone users send an average of
3.6 text messages and make 2. 8 phone calls a day.
Fifty-one percent of the 16,500 respondents'® sent at
least six text messages a day but only 15 percent

made six or more mobile phone calls in a day.
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Paradox Of Our Times
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We have bigger houses and smaller families; .

more conveniences, but less time; we have more de-
greesl ,but less common sense’ ; more knowledge , but
less judgment’ ; more experts, but more problems;
more medicine ,but less wellness.

We spend too recklessly’, laugh too little, drive
too fast, get angry too quickly, stay up’ too late, get
up too tired, read too little, watch TV too often, and
pray® too seldom’.

We have multiplied® our possessions’, but re-
duced our values'. We talk too much, love too little
and lie too often. We’ ve learned how to make a liv-
ing, but not a life; we’ ve added years to life, not life
to years.

We have taller buildings,but shorter tempers'' ;

wider freeways' ,but narrower viewpoints. We spend
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more , but have less; we buy more,but enjoy it less.

We’ ve been all the way to the moon and back,
but have trouble crossing the street to meet the new
neighbor. We’ ve conquered” outer space,but not in-
ner space. We’ ve split the atom, but not our preju-
dice' ; we write more, but learn less; plan more,but
accomplish®® less.

We '’ ve learned to rush, but not to wait; we
have higher incomes, but lower morals'®. We build
more computers to hold more information, to produce
more copies, but have less communication. We are
long on quantity'’ ,but short on quality.

These are the times of fast foods and slow diges-
tion; tall men and short character; steep profits and
shallow relationships. More leisure and less fun;
more kinds of food, but less nutrition'® ; two in-
comes , but more divorce'® ; fancier” houses, but bro-

ken homes.

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.
19.
20.

conquer vt. AEAR

prejudice n. & L

accomplish vt. 7 A&

moral n. i#f&

quantity n. &, % F

nutrition n. &
divorce n. 4%
fancy adj. %65

T

“EFAT REHNT EMNET HEHD T " AL
WA R E W R A E R, A ARA
Gk E R, RN ERRR S L EH
W RATEE AN B RRT, &Y ARANRR, A X EFE
BRATEAKSE? YK, FE A — B B R XA R

’w

------ B XEF

_J

HRARRE- X 7J



EHE

When You Are Young: What Bill Says
IR - X4 ARG

1. Life is not fair', get used to it.

2. The world won’ t care about your self-es-
teem’. The world will expect you to accomplish some-
thing before you feel good about yourself.

3. You will not make 40 thousand dollars a year
right out of high school. You won’t be a vice’ presi-
dent with a car,until you earn both.

4. 1f you think your teacher is tough®, wait till
you get a boss. He doesn’ t have tenure’.

5. Flipping burgers® is not beneath your digni-
ty’. Your grandparents had a different word for bur-
ger flipping; they called it opportunity.

6. If you mess up®,it’ s not your parents’ fault,
so don’ t whine’ about your mistakes, learn from
them.

7. Before you were born,your parents weren’t
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