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Culture Notes

J EEMIANE
Charter schools are public schools open to all local children.
Charters are approved by the Board of Education but operate
independently from the Board and each other. Each charter school
has a curriculum, schedule and calendar that may differ from other
public schools. There are charter schools operated by community
organizations, universities, foundations and school teachers—all are
held accountable for high student academic achievement by the Board
of Education. Charter schools admit students based on random lottery.
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Words and Expressions Z5i% #5015

| charter schools |
+ public schools ‘ ‘

¢ honors history ] I8

| & nonsectarian | ['nonsek'tearran ] i adj.

‘ _einnovative | [mevertrv] | adi | 3
+ leverage g [ li:verids | | n ! FLAF

| eautonomy : | [o:'tonami ] | o | ER Se |
o primarily ['prarmeralr 1 ”d"j j” ”l% l]_%].)‘ eE

25 o | iy e : ‘ | b, ARAE

+ federal government BT

¢ Bush Administration | L i B
] ! ‘ 3
+ education committee ‘ ﬁu fwn N :
| # American Federation of Teachers

&
Topic Key Sentences g X@a%

1. In addition, there are different education services for
adult training. For example, adult continuing education,
leisure learning programs, and continuing professional
education and other training programs are all offered for
non-degree education.

Bk b, %@Eﬁﬁ%ﬁ}i}\i MBS AE RS . Hlnut, AAgkse
HE, MEBEIIRRE, B IR AR B LAl 2% S B BB R it A for
KWHH.

2. Completion of each level or stage is a prerequisite for

access to the next.
B—BBAET RAHEAT — B B seah,

3. Charter schools are public schools open to all local children.
DI RRE ) FITAT MM FE BRI ST s
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4. Charters are approved by the Board of Education but
opmam mciooendentl/ from the Board and each other.
fif |#E R RSHAR I M, THEER S

AR FHE
H H A R Ve e A —H

5. Charter schools are different because they do not have
to obey most Iaws uoveﬁrnmg trad!tlonal publlc schools.

NI l\"‘ 7 IE=SHIEI [ R BATTAS 5 2 A AR e %
,v’\: 'v “F T

Listening Tips
PR F1/NER ]
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1. ABHAEHF RV @8 AL A LR N5 E S 80F 5%
W, HE HLH ( 4. The Institute of International Education, The American
Association of Teachers, The American Federation of Teachers etc. ) % i#)
L, XFHMETR BRI E BN AR HBUa LA BT T#H (. Local
governments, Schools themselves, Federal governments, State governments,
Central administration).

2. VEBEAHRKIFENCAN: tuition, college students, public school, private
school, degree%% .

RBEARBHTNIBRETEUTILA:

. FEXEAFTEWLSL: What is the main purpose of the topic? What
is the main idea?

2 TERSCE HAR R THE ] - BRI B s E R .

L EESCEAL SR, ] {{ﬁ%)’c T/ BRRICR, REREEZE.

_ Meeting Challenges
W im#Epkk
Listen to the tape and answer the following questions.
Remember to select only the one best answer.

I. Listen to Script I and fill in the blanks. Please keep in mind
that the passage will be read only once and you need to fill

BHREER e



4.

w

6.

7.

9.

10.

11.

L.

in all the blanks below. Each blank needs only one word
filled in.

. Many American children are _ to return to school

following vacation.

. Most American students go to traditional schools. There

are about public schools.

. Some students about 3,000 independent public schools

called schools.

Charter schools are . Private companies operate some
charter schools. They are similar in some ways to _____ public
schools.

. They receive money just as other public schools do. Charter

schools must prove to local or state _that their students are
learning.

Charter schools are ____ because they do not have to __ most
laws governing traditional public schools.

The Bush strongly supports charter schools as a way to
____ public schools that are failing to educate students.

The American of Teachers criticized the government's

in releasing the results of the study from 2003.

Some experts say the study is not a ____ look at charter schools
because students in those schools have more _ than students
in traditional schools.

Other _____ experts say the study results should make charter
school officials improved student progress.

Multiple choice. Listen to Script IT and answer the following
questions. Remember to select only one best answer.

When should the American children go back to school every year?
(A) After Spring vacation.
(B) After summer vacation.
(C) After Christmas vacation.
(D) After Easter vacation.
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How many public schools are there in the United States?
(A) 88,000.
(B) 18,000.
(C) 58,000.
(D) 85,000.

How many charter schools are there in the United States?
(A) 13,000.
(B) 30,000.
(C) 8,000.
(D) 3,000.

Who has the right to advise the charter school teaching material?
(A) Local governments.
(B) Schools themselves.
(C) Federal governments.
(D) State governments.

Who strongly supports and does not oppose to charter schools?
(A) Some state education agencies.
(B) Local education committees.
(C) Bush Administration.
(D) Local education unions.

When did the government release the results of the National
Assessment of Educational Progress?

(A) In 2002.

(B) In 2001.

(C) In 2003.

(D) In 2005.

Who criticized the government's delay?
(A) The Institute of International Education.
(B) The American Association of Teachers.
(C) The Union education experts.
(D) The American Federation of Teachers.



8. Which of the following two subjects are the charter school
students' weak points?
(A) Math and reading tests.
(B) Arts and reading tests.
(C) Math and literature tests.
(D) Arts and geography tests.

IIL. True or false. Listen to Script IT and answer the following
questions with T (True) or F (False).

—

Charter schools are private schools.

2. Charter schools do not receive tax money like other public schools
do.

3. Charter schools are exactly the same with public schools in
governing system.

4. Local, state or federal governments can tell the charter school
what to teach.

5. The Bush Administration did not strongly support charter schools.

6. Students at charter schools were about half a year behind public

school students in some subjects.

IV. Listen to Script HI and fill in the blanks. Please keep in
mind that the passage will be read only once. Each blank
needs only one word filled in.

Charter schools are _ 1 public schools of choice that 2
with freedom from many of the regulations that applyto 3 public
schools. The "4 " establishing each such school is a performance
contract detailing the school's 5, program, goals, students served,
methods of assessment, and ways to 6 success. The length of
time for which charters are granted varies, but 7 are granted
for 3-5 years. At the end of the term, the 8 granting the charter
may renew the school's contract. Charter schools are 9 to
their sponsor—usually a state or local school board—to produce
positive academic results and adhere to the charter contract. The basic

10 of charter schools is that they exercise increased autonomy

Charter Schools




