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Known for its picturesque scenery and pleasant climate, Zhejiang
Province is a “must” for foreign tourists visiting China where green hills
snake up and down as far as the eye can see dotted with numerous lakes
and rivers, big or small, including such beautiful or famous ones as the
West Lake, the Qiantang River, Fuchunjiang River and the Xin'anjiang
River as well as stone forests, karst caves and a great many islands and
islets.

Moreover, it is one of the Chinese provinces that have registered the
fastest annual economic growth rate since the economic reforms and
opening up to the outside world two de
fear no hardships and dare to leave the
path in life in other areas with the spirit of enterprise. So far, the diligent
Zhejiang people have set up more or less 200 “Zhejiang People Villages”,
“Wenzhou Towns” or “Yiwu Streets” all over the country. Zhejiang mer-
chants are now well known both at home and abroad,

As early as the years when “traders were regarded as the capitalist
road takers” before China pursued a reform-and-openness policy two
decades ago, the people of Wenzhou in Zhejiang Province started to prac-
tise market-oriented economy. When the reforms were just being tried
out in some selected areas, the people of Zhejiang bravely left their home
towns to different parts of the country to make a fortune by way of teas-
ing cotton with a bow, mending shoes, tailoring garments, selling small
commodities and the like, becoming the first in the country to engage in
market-oriented trading businesses. The deepening of the economic re-
forms in an in-depth way has given an impetus to development of mar-
ket-oriented economy in Zhejiang and township industry has been grow-
ing fast in the whole province like mushrooms after a spring
most famous type of local economic development is that of “Wenzhou
Type”, a household phrase in the nation's economically-developed ar-
eas, Today, Zhejiang, a small province in terms of its geological size has
now developed into a large one in terms of its economic power.

People from other parts of the country are amazed at what Zhejiang
people have made in economic construction. It is hard for us to imagine
how an out-of-the-way town called “Qiaotouzhen” in Wenzhou becomes
the nation's largest button market, whose annual volume of button trans-
actions accounts for the majority of the nation's total; how Yiwu, a small,
poor county seat, can be the “Nation's No.1 Market of Small Commodi-
ties” attracting traders from all parts of the country; and how Shaoxing,
an ancient small town that had only one “Cloth Street” can be “China's
Light Industrial and Textiles Town” or the largest textiles wholesale mar-
ket in Asia. Also being famous are Wangxiang Group, an enterprise group
grown up from a small township enterprise, whose products have en-
tered the US market of motor vehicle parts and fittings; Hangzhou Wahaha
Enterprise Group, a school-run workshop that has developed into one of
the nation's most famous enterprise groups; the Five Small Metals Market
in Liushi Clty, the Leather Shoes Market in Xianjiang; an
ining. At present, 4 numbe;
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speaking, there were limited flat land in Zhejiang. The majority of areas
were hilly areas. Natural resources were poor and transport and telecom
facilities relatively backward. All these had forced the local people to leave
their native places for coastal or inland areas and helped them set up a
market-oriented lofty ideal and a good tradition of pursuing a spirit of
hard struggle and fearing neither hardships nor death. For the time being,
the reforms and opening up to the outside world have offered Zhejiang
people a golden opportunity and a broad room to bring their role into full
play. The spirit of “emancipating the mind and bravely carrying out the

reforms” initiated by Deng Xiaoping has further encouraged them to make

great strides in deepening the reforms and throwing the door wider open
to foreign investors.

Zhejiang Province has a 2,200-km-long coastline, hence it is a front-
line opening to the outside world. With the fast economic development
and increment of economic strength, it has set up five open port cities —
Ningbo, Zhapu, Zhoushan, Haimen and Wenzhou —
or small, including Beilun Harbor, the first-rate modern harbor with the
largest cargo handling capacity and up-to-date loading and unloading fa-
cilities known as the “Golden Waterway on the East China Sea”.

The opening to traffic of the Hangzhou-Ningbo Expressway has added
a “new fast-speed runway for Zhejiang Province to take off to boost its
local economic growth”. Air flights have now opened from Hangzhou,
Ningbo, Wenzhou and Taizhou to many economically-developed cities
in other parts of the country.

I'toured Zhejiang as early as the 1970s and have been to the province
three times since the 1990s. I was deeply moved by tremendous changes
taken place in the province during the 20 years, especially the wisdom,
boldness and creations of Zhejiang people. In the past two decades,
Zhejiang people, like their compatriots in other parts of the country, have
their own mixed feelings. They have achieved successes and also suf-
fered setbacks. But one thing is certain that they have made great contri-
butions to the building up of a socialist market-oriented economic system
and the development of socialist cause with the Chinese characteristics.
We should learn from their spirit of bravely searching for a road suitable
for accelerating the development of the national economy.

The torrents, especially tidal waves of the Qiantang River which runs
through the province are surging northeast to empty into the East China
Sea. They exactly symbolize the spirit of the 40 million people of Zhejiang
who are bravely marching forward on the road to turn China into a pros-
perous, modern and mighty country with a high level of culture as the
21st century is approaching.
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The development of the urban areas is a
major sigh of the economic and social
advancement in a country and region. the 21st
century is approaching, governments and relevant
experts pay close attention to the urban develop-
ment towards a new era.

Predications show that the population of the
urbban areas will exceed thatof the rural areas, ac-
counting for 51.5 percent of the total (45.8 per-
cent in the developing countries). there will be 40
percent of urban populatin in China by the end of
this century and the urbanization rate of China will
reach 60 percent in 2020.

China, a famous ancient country in the world, is
also one of the sources of the earliest cities. there
existed city in 4000 and 5000 years ago. It
exprienced a long process from the primary style to
the mordern one, the urbanization of China started
not in an early date and the development pace is
slow resulting from the economic, political and cul-
tural sectoers. In a wake of the economic develop-
ment after 1949 when the People°@s Republic of
China was founded, the urbanization is speeding up,
especially when China carried out reform and open-
ing up policy in 1978.

Based on the exprience of China’s urbanization
and national condition, China should pursue paroper
scale focusing on the urban structure, function, na-
ture and its attracation. The development of cities,
medium-sized and small ones in perticular, should
meet the demand of the appropriate combination
of economic sectors, the key lies in quality and func-
tion of a city, not its scale, Zhangjiagang, a small
city, sets a goodexample in this regard. Its manage-
ment and sanitary condition are better thansome
medium-sized even large cities.

The construction and advancement is aimed at
perfecting function of the cityand fully playing a role
in this sector, It should treature and use each inch
of land, protect arcable land for a city, on lots
of cities in China, it is neccessary to add
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land for road, square and afforestation and
make a good use of hill, river and lake and
gradens, in another world, to make proper plan
for the city according tis nautral condition.
Urbanization of rural areas is a world trend. there
were 622 cities in 1994, an annual increase of
26.8, including extralarge cities of 32, large cities
of 41, medium-sized citeis of 177 and small ones
of 372 if divided according to population. if divide
based on administrative grade, there are three
municipalities directly under the central
government, 206 local municipalities, and 413
municipalities at county level. there exited 2176
towns in 1987, and number turned to 16702 in
1994.

The urbanization of rural areas is to realize
the transform from a small social service system
to the large system, from the rujral population
mainly engaging in the first industry to the urban
population in second and tertiary industry, from
the rural life sytle to the urban one.

Rural urbanization is part of urbainization, not
parat of ruralization. We advocate the coordinated
develoment of urban and rural areas, urbanization
on the basis of the economic advancement and
prosperity. We should improve the quality of
township enterprises and develop export-oriented
enterprises so as to enhance the construction of
towns and townships, of couse, we may develop
gradually in line with different conditon, not to
expand scale of these counties aimlessly.

The environmental protection and economic
‘development have a bearing on the future and
foutune of human beings. That is why we
implement the groal desinaged by the state of
economic, social and eological development. now
lots eople has a sense of environmental
protection, several cities are aimed at building
garden citeis. Zhangjiagang put the enviromental
construction on the leading position. Pudong new
area of Shanghai also proposed the main goal for
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the environmental building in 1994.

The development of city faces a “feature
crisis”, that is, cities lost its original feature
because of the similar or even idential
construction. “the world is facing with a great
danger to devlop towards the same model,”
according to Parkinson, former president of British
roral architecture concil “l hope to study the
authenic feature of China’s cutural cities, and to
protect it, improve it and upgrade it.”

The exprience of urban development
demonstrated that feature of the city is the most
important element. Both Canberra and Singapore
are graden cities, but Canberra is graden like idyll
while Singapore is a coastal garden city.

It is the same in China, several cities stress
on the development of its own feature, such as
Dalian, Qingdao, Wehai are cdastial cities with
different features. Wu Lianglian, Chinese famous
achitect said that city is the container of arts of
human beings. it should have its own
chrateristics.”

The feature of a City lies in historical,
traditional, national and local styles. so we should
learn how to combine these styles to the
construction of a city.

In a wake of the approaching of the 21st
century, the scale of the urbanization
will not only be speeded upu, but the urban
modernization will be the trend and demand of
development, the urban modernization in the new
era contains the advanced economy, perfect
infrastructure, sound environment, hige-degree of
civilization and soical security.

There will be a prosperious future of the
development of China’s cities towards the 21st
century.

By zhu tiezhen
Vice Chairman of the urban development society
of Chinese Academy of Sciences
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