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Preface

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, in 1949,
important new versions of Lao Zi have come to light: two, copied on
pieces of silk, were found in a Han tomb in Ma Wang Dui, Changsha,
Hunan Province; and later, other versions of Lao Zi, written on bamboo
slips, were found in a Chu tomb, dating to the Warring States Period.
These newly discovered materials have provided valuable information
which is helping us to resolve some long-standing questions; not least
among them, the date of the completion of the original Lao Zi. However,
the versions of Lao Zi which have most heavily influenced Chinese
culture are not those mentioned above, but the one by He Shang Gong,
and the one by Wang Bi; my Chinese translation remains based on that
of Wang Bi.

Lao Zi is the representative work by Lao Zi, and it is one of the
main classics of traditional culture that were compiled in the pre-Qin
days. A comparable work is The Analects, of Confucius. These two
classics have been influencing China over two thousand years, and the
thoughts of Lao Zi and Confucius have spread all over the world, Here,
we will focus only on Lao Zi.

There has been much debate in scholarly circles about Lao Zi,
focussing on such questions as; the dates of Lao Zi’s birth and death;
whether Lao Zi was the original writer of the book Lao Zi; and the real

ideas in Lao Zi.
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