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The inspiration for this book came in 1998 when an editor that was seeking authors
to generate a graduate level textbook on physical organic chemistry independently con-
tacted us both., He wondered if we knew each other, and indeed we did , because Dr.
Anslyn had taken physical organic chemistry under the instruction of Dr. Dougherty.
After hearing this, the editor put us in contact with each other and the project com-
menced. We decided that the book should teach the historical lessons that the field is
built upon, but also convey the excitement associated with the field in the context of
modern disciplines of chemistry. Our mutual goal was to show that physical organic
chemistry is a vital field whose primary tools and thought processes permeate many other
areas of research in the beginning of the twenty-first century. The project took five and

a half years of writing, and one and a half years of production.

We are honored that our book has been translated into Chinese. The scientific and
economic advances that are currently occurring in China are astounding. Therefore,
making our book available for Chinese researchers extends its impact into a country that
Is increasingly influencing the scientific future of the world. As of 2007, Dr. Anslyn has
been to China four times, having visited Changsha, Beijing, Guangzhou, Wuhan,
Shanghai, Xiamen, and Hong Kong. He is an Honorary Professor of the East China
University of Science and Technology in Shanghai. During each visit the hospitality and

generosity of the Chinese people have been immense.

Our best wishes go to the Chinese readers of “Modern Physical Organic Chemis-
try”. We encourage the instructors to teach the topic with enthusiasm and spirit, and we
encourage the students to use the book to fire your imagination and creativity, But most
importantly, we hope that all readers will be inspired to use the tools and lessons of

physical organic chemistry in their own intellectual pursuits.

Zua. (alyy—= LA

Eric V. Anslyn

Norman Hackerman Professor Dennis A. Dougherty

of Chemistry and Biochemistry George Grant Hoag Professor of Chemistry
University Distinguished Teaching Professor Division of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry California Institute of Technology

The University of Texas Pasadena, CA 91125

Austin TX 78712—-0165
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