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Lesson

;H Z00 Job
K3

g ”Fg@ Read and understand

Read the story at least three times. For the first time, skim it to get the
main idea, for the second time, read it in depth and understand every
word of it, and for the third time, read it carefully and acquaint
yourself with the details of it. '

One day an out-of-work mime (/maim/
wwsi 1 visiting the zoo and attempts to
earn some money as a street performer.
As soon as he starts to draw a crowd, a
zoo keeper grabs him and drags him into
his office. The zoo keeper explains to the
mime that the zoo’s most popular

attraction, a gorilla g il 245}, has died

suddenly and the keeper fears that
attendance /, endens/ % 1. at the zoo will fall off.

He offers the mime a job to dress up as the gorilla until they can
get another one. The mime accepts.

So the next morning the mime puts on the gorilla suit and enters
the cage before the crowd comes. He discovers that it’s a great job.
He can sleep all he wants, play and make fun of people and he draws

1



bigger crowds than he ever did as a mime. However, eventually
Viventjusli #ier) the crowds tire of him and he tires of just swinging
swigip#eir] ON tiFes [aiqier). He begins to notice that the people are
paying more attention to the lion in the cage next to his. Not wanting
to lose the attention of his audience, he climbs to the top of his cage,
crawls across a partition ypq:1igen sy, and dangles rgeqgein) from the
top to the lion’s cage. Of course, this makes the lion furious (fusries i
), but the crowd loves it.

At the end of the day the zoo keeper comes and gives the mime a
raise for being such a good attraction. Well, this goes on for some
time, the mime keeps taunting ,nipm#; the lion, the crowds grow
larger, and his salary keeps going up. Then one terrible day when he
is dangling over the furious lion he slips ysiip#s and falls. The mime
is terrified.

The lion gathers itself and prepares
t0 pounce (pauny %itj. The mime is so
scared that he begins to run round and
round the cagé with the lion close
behind. Finally, the mime starts

screaming and yelling et 2y, “Help
me, help me!”, but the lion is quick and pounces. The mime soon
finds himself flat ey i) on his back looking up at the angry lion
and the lion says, “Shut up you idiot giyasm! Do you want to get us
both fired?”

Source: http://www.onlyfunnystories.com/ZooJob.asp
Source of the 1* picture: the computer system
Source of the 2™ picture: www.dailymail.co.uk/

Source of the 3™ picture: animals.nationalgeographic.com/



T E85 8 Take notes

Complete the notes, using the words or expressions from the story.
This aims to help you further understand and remember the details of
the story and prepare you for the coming activity of speaking in Step 3.

1. The mime is offered a job in the zoo.
(1) The mime is out of work so he goes to the zoo and wants to

(2) A zoo keeper offers him a job to

2. The mime succeeds in acting as the gorilla.
He sleeps, plays and people, and he draws

3. The mime enters the lion’s cage and draws more audience
attention.

(1) He climbs to the , crawls across a ,

and dangles from the top to the

(2) He keeps the lion, the crowds grow , and his
salary keeps .

4. The mime falls down to the lion’s cage.

(1) He is so that he begins to the cage.

(2) He starts and , “Help me, help me!”

3 2

(3) The lion gets him and says,

e
& Talk to yourself now

Now it is time for you to speak. You may not be confident enough to
tell this interesting story to other people, but undoubtedly you can do

3



