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There was such a man...

There was such a man in the history of humankind. He only lived in this world
for 33 years, yet he has influenced human history for more than 2, 000 years and
He continues to influence us today.

His life has left an indelible impact on every aspect and endeavor of
humankind:

He was not of royal birth, yet his birthday was a turning point in the history
of man. The period before his birth is termed B.C., and the era after his birth is
called A.D.

He was not a musician, yet scores of talented musicians have composed grand
and well - known movements because of Him.

He was not an artist, yet he is the inspiration behind some of the greatest
works of art ever created.

He was not a scientist, yet innumerable scientific geniuses make observations
on mankind because of Him.

He was not a philosopher, yet his contributions to worldviews and human
nature have surpassed the works of any philosopher.

He was not a moralist, yet his teachings have meant more than all the sayings
of the moralists in this world.

He was not an educator, yet his students outnumber students in all the schools
worldwide.

He was not a politician, yet no politician has ever won so many hearts as he.

He was not a military leader, never commanded an army or fired a bullet.
However, many rebels have submitted to His authority.
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He was not a writer, yet he is the subject and inspiration of untold famous
works.

He was not a doctor, yet he healed more physical and mental ailments than
all the doctors in the world.

He was not a marshal or general, yet no other commanding officer in this
world has commandeered as many volunteer soldiers as he.

He was never a chief of the state, an explorer, an inventor, or a champion
for human rights. Historical figures come and go and are eventually forgotten.
But his name has been passed down and respected from generation to
generation. He has been honored worldwide by the rich and famous. He loved
His people with a love that made even the impossible to happen.

His birth impacted our everyday life and numerous of individuals have
been accepted his boundless grace and truth, and be blessed with unlimited
happenings and prosperity.

His words have been translated into thousands of languages. His lessons
have been made understandable to billions worldwide.

Never before has there been a man with such uniqueness, power,
intelligence, and authority.

This is the story-the birth, the life and the mission — of a very special
man, and the greatest man who has changed the course of human history for
over two thousand years. This is the biography of Jesus Christ.
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1. Thirty Years of Preparation

1.1 The Beginning

This is the beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

Many people have attempted to write about the things that have taken
place among us. Reports of these things were handed down to us. I myself
have carefully looked into everything from the beginning. So it seemed good
also to me to write down an orderly report of exactly what happened. I am
doing this for you, most excellent Theophilus. I want you to know that the
things you have been taught are true.

In the beginning, the Word was already there. The Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. All things were
made through him. Nothing that has been made was made without him. Life
was in him, and that life was the light for all people. The light shines in the
darkness. But the darkness has not understood it.

A man came who was sent from God. His name was John. He came to give
witness about that light. He gave witness so that all people could believe.

John himself was not the light. He came only as a witness to the light. The
true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.

The Word was in the world that was made through him. But the world did
not recognize him. He came to what was his own. But his own people did not
accept him.

Some people did accept him. They believed in his name. He gave them the
right to become children of God.

Children of God are not born because of human choice or because a
husband wants them to be born. They are born because of what God does. The
Word became a human being. He made his home with us. We have seen his
glory. He came from the Father. And he was full of grace and truth.

John gives witness about him. He cries out and says, “This was the one I
was talking about. I said, ‘He who comes after me is more important than I
am. He is more important because he existed before I was born.’ ”

We have all received one blessing after another. God’s grace is not limited.
God has given the law through Moses; and grace and truth through Jesus. No
one has ever seen God. But God, the one and only Son, is at the Father’s side.
He has shown us what God is like.
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