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George Washington and the Horse

Once a neighbor stole one of Washington’s
horses. Washington went with a police officer
to the neighbor’s farm to get the horse, but the
neighbor refused to give the horse up; he claimed
that it was his horse.

Washington placed both of his hands over the
eyes of the horse and said to the neighbor, “If this
is your horse, then you must tell us in which eye
he is blind.”

“In the right eye.” The neighbor said.

Washington took his hand from the right eye
of the horse and showed the police officer that the
horse was not blind in the right eye.

“Oh, | have made a mistake,” said the neigh-
bor. “He is blind in the left eye.”

Washington then showed that the horse was
not blind in the left eye either.

“] have made another mistake,” said the
neighbor.

“Yes,” said the police officer, “and you have
also proven that the horse does not belong to you.
You must return it to Mr Washington.”
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Honest Abe®

hen Abraham Lincoln was young he worked
in a store. As a clerk he proved honest and
efficient. One day a woman came into the store
and purchased sundry articles. They added up to
two dollars and six and a quarter cents. The bill
was paid, and the woman was entirely satisfied.
But the young store-keeper, not feeling quite sure
as to the accuracy of his calculation, added up the
items once more. To his dismay he found that the
sum total should have been but two dollars. “I’ve
made her pay six and a quarter cents too much,”
said Abe, disturbed. It was a trifle, and many clerks
would have dismissed it as such. But Abe was too
conscientious to forget about the overcharge.
“The money must be paid back,” he decided.
This would have been easy enough had the woman
lived just round the corner, but, as the young man
knew, she lived between two and three miles away.
This, however, did not alter the matter. It was
night, but he closed and locked the store, and
walked to the residence of his customer. Having
" arrived there, he explained the matter, paid over the
six and a quarter cents, and returned home satisfied.
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Socrates and His House

There once lived in Greece a very wise man
whose name was Socrates. Young men from
all parts of the land went to him to learn wisdom
from him; and he said so many pleasant things
and said them in so delightful a way, that no one
ever grew tired of listening to him.

One summer he built himself a house, but it
was so small that his neighbors wondered how he
could be content with it.

“What is the reason,” said they, “that you, who
are so great a man, should build such a little box
as this for your dwelling house?”

“Indeed, there may be a little reason.” said
he, “but, small as the place is, I shall think myself
happy if I can fill even it with true friends.”



