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Seafaring adventurers and
The Merchant of Venice
PRIBIRPERSE (REHFRBEA)

Str Walter Raleigh! with his son. Raleigh was a famous courtier in
Elizabethan times, who, it is said, gallantly laid down his cloak on
a muddy patch at Greenwich for the Queen to step on. Raleigh took
part in a number of voyages of discovery, and invested an enormous
amount of money in setting up the colony of Virginia.

I Sir Walter Raleigh. yk/RiEF - EF (1554-1618), FEEEEFMIESR, L LH
A B — 1Ay B A I SE T R 3



owadays we tend to think of traders and merchants

as ordinary unadventurous people, but in

Shakespeare’s day they were great heroes. They
ventured on the high seas, voyaging to exotic' and foreign
lands in search of trade or treasure. They took risks which
often paid off® and sometimes did not. However, without them
England would not have been the great trading nation that it

was in Elizabeth I’s time’.

Merchant adventurers
Merchants such as Antonio* were not very different from

explorers, and their exploits and adventures were of special
interest to the Elizabethans. They travelled to lands such as
Russia, Turkey and the Middle East. They also opened up new
sea routes to the New World of North and South America’

~
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This is a view of Goa' in India in 1635. Goa was an important
trading post for Portuguese seamen and merchants. In the early
years of the 17th century, the English East India Company’
likewise established trade links with India on the mainland at
Calcutta®, and with the Spice Islands of the East Indies®.

ok Goa: SR, HIER—, ATHER, dEREEREAENERN.,

2. English East India Company . #EZHIE /AT, 1600£12A31HLEE TS
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and explored the coastlines of Africa, India and the islands of
the East Indies. Their purpose was to set up trade with these
far-flung lands and to bring back exotic spices, foodstuffs or
treasures, just as the Spaniards had done in the early part of the

century.’

How voyages were financed
Companies were set up to finance these ventures. Although only

the fairly rich could afford to buy shares in these companies,
many people invested their entire fortune. Sir Humphrey
Gilbert’, an Elizabethan courtier and the half-brother of Sir
Walter Raleigh, lost not only his own inherited wealth but also
his wife’s money in a series of disastrous ventures.

One of the first companies to be set up was the Russian
Company. This was founded in 1553 with £6000 raised by

its 200 or so members. Out of the three ships that set sail for

s

L. far-flung. iTHERY, #EHY; Spaniard: PHEES A,
2. Sir Humphrey Gilbert. X33 - F/R1A%F (£1539-1583), FEZE AR
R, K - BRIECHRER R, A RO R E R,



This muniature shows Sir
Francis Draké®, one of the

great heroes of English history.
Drake, who commanded the
fleet which destroyed the Spanish
Armada, has been described by
one historian as just ‘a merchant

seaman commissioned by the
Crown® in a crisis’.

Russia, two were frozen up before they reached the White Sea.

Fortunately, the third arrived safely at Archangel, the Russian

port on the Arctic'. England was the first country in those

days to open up trade with Russia and the company made

considerable profits for its shareholders.

beuthe Arctic. i [X

2. Sir Francis Drake. #hRA7EHT « fEE 7w (1540881543—1596), JelE g ZER 20,
R EHE 2 AER, (ELIRERNT (1577-1580), fEdKPaE o AT
PA (Spanish Armada) fy&#% (1588) rhiid EEEH.,

3. the Crown: #H I



The slave trade’
English adventurers had already explored the coast of Guinea’

in Africa in Henry VIII’s’ reign and brought back gold dust

and ivory. Sir John Hawkins® found another shameful source of
wealth here—in human beings. He made a fortune transporting
African slaves to work as labourers in the New World, and
proudly displayed an African slave, bound with a cord, on his

coat of arms’.

The exploits of Sir Francis Drake

Sir Francis Drake is one of the greatest heroes in English
history, who is remembered for defeating the Spanish Armada.

Before that, however, he had been something of a pirateé. He

i

1. slave trade. #U:f%7

2. Guinea: JLNWZ, I APEIRSZES: ISEAN A TR E CER A LN
BEIGVRHES . far =R E e A,

3. Henry VI, =F)/\{i: (1491—1547), ¥cks>2ETE (1509-1547), 7Eibsia
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4. Sir John Hawkins: %78 - 487 (1532—1595), HA% 4% {7 e A=
g, 16l XEBERELMAY, FTEEFEREZRITIN, RELEE
M55, e RBGRER S .
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sailed the Spanish Main' in the West Indies’, capturing ships
laden’ with treasure on their way back to Spain. Although sea
dogs"* like Drake risked torture and even death if they were
caught, the profits were worth it. Being loyal Protestants’, t00,
they thought they were doing God’s work in taking ships and

 treasure from Catholic Spain®.

A voyage round the world
Drake’s voyage in 1577 to open up the Pacific was backed

by a small company of merchant adventurers, who raised the
modest sum of £6000. Despite the loss of men and ships in the
perils of the voyage, Drake with one ship and 80 men held on
boldly to reach the coast of Chile and Peru.®

1..Spanish Main. [F3&3EMAKEINEIELHG I EABIX, Jofadin e KbfidLE
g, 161202 181t 4aint o —H5 & A PHHEF sk e, BREBEH L2,

2. West Indies: FEEIAERESy, JLEMBEBMSEE, O T AMEEKEREG RN
. s 2E; Bt ERRMBR AN, WIS AT, BRkk
AT . KESERER,

ade. Bl (ETATWhiBA, %sid laden)

. seadog. ik, W

. Protestant. ##fE, HHZEEH=NRZLZ—,

. Catholic Spain: {EHEKEHKNEHRT, KREHRXKTLAHK.

. Drake’s voyage in 1577, 15774, (H&E niEhoaEE TBiBRERAIEE,
B O RAT B PG HE S 75 A SRR N 6, X URIAE S B 2 ERUSRE 38

8. peril. ffe; the coast of Chile and Peru. FFIFfLEE:, AT rEsEMrEH

i,

<y €N W A



0

o ‘ 2l "”"l"ﬂl,

R

"""

‘1“ i

i

nmi‘..



The Indian town of Pomeiooc
n Virginia, North America,
by John White', one of the
early settlers in the colony.
Many of the English colonists
who went to seek their fortune
in Virginia were fascinated by
the American Indians® and
their way of life. Some, like
White, depicted and described
their houses, clothes and
costumes.

leuJohn White: 298 - f4F (7-291593) |, EEER., FEFRMHIESR, LK
e INIERS

2. American Indian. SEMENGEZA, XFREMNBEER, 1640 i # RO R #
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Here they found unguarded Spanish treasures and Drake
loaded his boat with gold, silver, pearls, emeralds' and
diamonds.

With spoils® of more than half a million pounds in value, he
sailed back around the cape of Africa. When he finally dropped
anchor in Plymouth Harbour’, he had completed a voyage
around the world. The shareholders who had risked their
money on that venture were now rich beyond their wildest
dreams; they made a profit on their money of some 4700

per cent!

The Queen’s encouragement’

The Queen herself greatly encouraged this expansion of

trade and she even lent some of the Treasury’s’ money to

&«
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