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 NEXERNX
A WINTER WALK ZHBF
Henry David Thoreau ®n ¥

The wind has gently nummured
through the blinds, or puffed with
feathery softness against the win-
dows, and occasionally sighed Like a
summer zephyr lifting the leaves a-
long, the ivelong night. The meadow
mouse has slept in his snug galiery
in the sod, the owl has sat in a hol-
low tree in the depth of the swamp,
the rabbit, the squirrel, and the fox
have all been housed. The watch-dog
has lain quiet on the hearth,and the
cattle have stood silent in their
stalls. The earth itself has slept, as it
were its first, not its last sleep, save
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when sume street sign or woodhouse
door has faintly creaked upon its
hinge, cheering forlom nature at her
midnight work—the only sound
awake twixt Vemus and Mars—ad-
veriising us of a remote inward
wammnth, a divine cheer and fellow-
slﬁp,whéregodsmmtlogeﬁlm‘,
but where it is very bleak for men to
stand. But while the earth has slum-
bered, all the air has been alive with
feathery flakes descending, as if
some northern Ceres reigned, show-
ering her silvery grain over all the
fields. _

We sleep, and =t length awake
to the still reality of a winter mom-
ing, The snow lies warm as cotton or
down upen the window sill; the
broadened sash and frosted panes
admit a dim and private light, which
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sive. The flooF creaks under our feet
a8 we move toward the window to
look ahroad through some clear space
over the fields, We see the roofs
stand under their snow burden. From
the eaves and fences hang stalactites

~ of snow, and in the yard stand sta-

lagmites covering some concealed
ams to the sky on every side; and
where were walls and fences, we see
fantastic forms stretching in frolic
gambols across the dusky landscape,
as if Nature had strewn her fresh de-
signs over the fields by night as
models for man’s art.
Silently we unlaich the door,
letting the drift fall in, and step
ahroad to face the cutting sir. Al-
ready the stars have lost some of
their sparkle, and a dull, leaden mist
skirts the horizon. A lurid brazen
light in the east proclaims the ap-
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proach of day, while the westemn
landscape is dim and spectral still,
and clothed in a somber Tartarean
light, like the shadowy realms. They
are Infernal sounds only that you
hear—the crowing of cocks, the
barking of dogs, the chopping of
wood, the lowing of kine, al seem to
come from Plute’ s bamyard and be-
yond the Styx—mot for any melan-
choly they suggest, but their twilight
bustle is too solemn and mysterious
for earth. The recent tracks of the fox
or ofter, m the yard, remind us that
each hour of the night is crowded
with events, and the primeval nature
is still working and making teacks in
the snow. Opening the gate, we tread
briskly along the lone country road,
under cur feet, or aroused by the
sharp, clear creak of the wood sled,
just starting for the distant market,
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from the early farmer’s door, where
it has lain the summer long, dream-
ing amid the chips and stubble;
while far through the drifis and pow-
dered windows we see the farmer’ s
early candle, like a paled star, emit-
ting a lonely beam, as if some severe
virtue were at its matins there. And
one by one the smokes begin to as-
cend from the chinmeys amid the

We hear the sound of wood-
chopping at the fanmers’ doors, far
over the frozen earth, the baying of
the house-dog, and the distant clari-
on of the cock—though the thin and
ﬁostyairmnveysmlyt}mﬁ:wrpn-
ticles of sound to our ears, with short
and sweet vibratioms, as the waves
subside soonest on the purest and
lightest liquids, in which gross sub-
stances sink to the bottom. They
came clear and hell-like, and from a
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greater distance in the horizons, as if
there were fewer impediments than
in summer to mske them faint and
ragged. The ground is sonorous, like
seasoned wood, and even the ondi-
nary rural sounds are melodious, and
the jingling of the ice on the trees is
sweet and liquid. There is the least
possible moisture in the atmosphere,
all being dried up or congealed, and
it is of such extreme tenuity and e-
lasticity that it becomes a source of
soems groined like the aisles of a
cathedral, and the polished air
sparkles as if there were crystals of
ice floating in it. As they who have
resided in Greenland tell us that
when it freczes“the sea smokes like
buming turf-land, and a fog or mist
arises, called frost-smoke,” which
“ cutting smoke frequently raises
blisters on the face and hands, and is
very pemicious to the health. "But
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this pure, stinging cold is an elixir to
the hings, and not so much a2 frozen
mist as a orystallized midsummer
haze, refined and purified by cold..

The sun at length rises through
the distant woods, as if with the faint
clashing, swinging sound of cymbals,
melting the air with his beams, and
with such rapid steps the moming
travels, that already his rays are gild-
ing the distant western mountains.
Meanwhile we step hastily along
through the powdery snow, warmed
by an inward heat, enjoying an Indi-
an summer still, in the increased
glow of thought and feeling. Probably
if our lives were more conformed to
nature , we should not need to defend
ourselves against her heats and
colds, but find her our constant nurse
and friend, as do plants and
quadrupeds. K our bodies were fed
with pure and simple elements, and
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not with a stimulating and heating
diet, they would afford 1o wore pas-
ture for cold than a leafless twig, but
thrive like the trees, which find even

winter genial to their expansion.

The wonderful purity of namre
at this season is a most pleasing
fact. Every decayed stump and rnoss-
grown stome and mil, and the dead
leaves of autumn, are concealed by a
clean napkin of snow. In the bare
fields and tinkling woods, see what
virtue survives. In the coldest and
hleakest places, the warmest chari-
ties still maintain a foothold. A cold
contagion, and nothing can withstand
it but what has a virtue in it, and ac-
cordingly, whatever we meet with in
cold and blesk places, as the tops of
ﬁ'mnnains,wereapectﬁrra sort of
study immocence, a Puritan tough-
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ness. All things beside scem to be
called in for shelier, and what atays
out must be part of the original frame
of the uriverse, and of such valor as
God himself. It is invigorsting to
breathe the cleansed air, Its greater
fineness and purity are visible to the
eye, and we would fain stay out long
and late, that the gales may sigh
through us, too, gs through the leaf-
less trees, and fit us for the winter—
as if we hoped so to borrow some
pure and steadfast virtue, which will

stead us in all seasons.

There is a slumbering subter-
ranean fire in natwe which never
goes out, and which no cold can
chill. It finally melts the preat snow,
ard in January or July is only buried
under a thicker or thinner covering.
In the coldest day it flows some-
where, and the snow melts around
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every tree. This field of winter rye,
which sprouted late in the fall, and
now speedily dissolves the snow, is
where the fire is very thinly covered.
We feel warmed by it. In the winter,
warmth stands for all virtue, and we
resort in thought to a trickling sill,
with its bare stones shining in the
sun, and o warm springs in the
woods, with as mmch eagerness as
rabbits and robins. The steam which
rises from swamps and pools is as
dear and domestic as that of our own
kettle. What fire could ever equal
the sunshine of a winter’s day, when
the meadow mice come out by the
wall-sides, and the chickadee lisps
in the defiles of the wood? The
wammth comes directly from the sun,
and is not radiated from the earth, as
in surmer; and when we feel his

beams on our backs as we are tread-
ing some snowy dell, we are grateful
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. as for a special kindness, and bless
the sun which has followed us into
This subterranean fire has its
altar in each man’ 3 breast; for in the
coldest day, and on the bleakest
hill, the traveler cherishes a warmer
fire within the folds of his cloak than
is kindled on any hearth. A healthy
man, indeed, is the complement of
the seasons, and in winter, sunmer is
in his heart. There is the south.
Thither have all birds and insects
migrated, and sromd the wam
springs in his breast are gathered the
robin and the lark.

In this glade covered with
bushes of a year’ s growth, see how
the silvery dust lies on every seared
leaf and twig, deposited in such infi-
nite and luxurious forms as by their
very variety atone for the ahsence of
color . Observe the tiny tracks of mice
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around every stem, and the triangular
tracks of the rabbit. A pure elastic
heaven hangs over all, as if the im-
purities of the summer sky, refined
and shrunk by the chaste winter’ s
celd, had been winnowed from the
heavens upon the earth.

Nature confounds her summer
distinetions at this season, The heav-
ens seem o be nearer the earth. The
~ elements are less reserved and dis-
tinct. Water tums fo ice, rain to
snow. The day is but a Scandinavian
night, The winter is an arctic sum-
mer,

How much more living is the
life that is in nature, the furred life
which still survives the stinging
nights, and, from amidst fields and
woods covered with frost and anow,

sees the sun rise!
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