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As our country’ s economy develops rapidly, the enhancement of national income and the rapid
emergence of high consumption group push the development of the villa market. As one of the
upscale product of housing market in china, villa draws more and more attention from people.

With the process of human developing history, villa, as one type of dwelling place, has gone
through a long developing process. The styles of villa are actually products made from different
cultures. It reflects the unique features that belong to a particular place, time period and nations.
As time moves on, all kinds of unique villa styles have been formed base on various cultural
backgrounds of different country and region. And the villa styles of various eras are updated
constantly base on traditional styles and some common features that are distinct and steady

are gradually established. As time goes by, these villa styles constantly evolved, developed and
finally matured. In fact, the formation of different kinds of styles has their own historical features
which reflect by their exterior features. When designing villas, it is necessary to know the exterior
features of villas from different styles and its features from different developing stages. Otherwise
it will easily lead to misunderstanding the form of architecture and then abuse the symbols without
knowing their indeed meanings. In order to help everyone comprehend different villa styles and
their distinct exterior features, this book collects approximately 180 samples of villas from different
styles that are popular abroad and their floor plans. These villas are classified by categories. We
hope that this book can be used as reference to real projects by villa designers. It can also help
architecture art lovers and students to gain more knowledge about the characteristics of different
villa styles in western countries. They can distinguish and appreciate villas from various styles and
get beautiful enjoyment.

All the photos in this book were taken by Guoping Yang. He not only presented many concrete \
opinions and proposals for the articles but also helped organizing the pictures. I hereby express
my thanks.
Lina Tang
Jan, 2010
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Mediterranean Style
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European Style
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North American Style
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Victorian Style
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Modern Style
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Mediterranean style villas represent the villa styles of Spain, Italy and other Mediterranean
countries. The characteristics of this style are developing along with climate, geographical
environment, ancient religion architecture and people’ s life styles and cultures. The creation
of these unique styles is influenced by rocky landform, sloping lands, sea, mild climate, regional
‘ culture and different developing periods of architecture. Mediterranean style combines the features

of variety regions from different time periods. It also imitated the details and forms from historical
buildings. Exterior appearance which mixed several design elements, informal decorative details,
elegant contribute to the villa styles that is popular with people.

The villas of Mediterranean style have many common features. Their characteristics are mainly as
follows:

e Asymmetrical or U-shaped, circulating living space;

e Outdoor arcade, loggia or roof terrace;

e Use of towers, especially at corners ;

e low-pitch barrel tile roof covering;

e Arched door and window;

e Stucco exterior wall finishes, usually in soft natural tone;

e Major features of details: Wrought-iron or carved stone decorative ornament as balustrades, top rails,
balconies, columns, window and door trim, keystone; Tile copingalong parapets with turbination
decoration; broad areas of uninterrupted surfaces with cast stone, limestone, carving stone or

concrete ornament concentrated around arched door and window.
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