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ABSTRACT

The study of Feminism or Gender has become an important part in
academic research. In the decades after women won the right to vote in
1920, the organized women’s movement dissipated, and the word
feminism fell into disuse and ill repute. In the 1960s, a new genera-
tion revived the fight for what they now called “women’s liberation”
and a vision of domination and subordination. This mevement struck a
responsive chord in thousands of women. The radical feminist move-
ment grew rapidly throughout the 1970s, permeating every aspect of
social ; political, and cultural life. The new feminist movement has ar-
gued that reproductive rights are essential for women’s freedom. By de-
claring that “the personal is political,” contemporary radical feminists
have brought into the open subjects that had only previously been dis-
cussed in whispers, such as sexuality, rape, pomography, sexual
harassment, and domestic violence. For them, all of these struggles
are inextricably connected, and changes in all of them are necessary
to attain freedom for women.

The dissertation is around American radical feminism of 1960s,
which mainly describes the historical background; its basic theory and
proper practice, its influence to the American society and women
themselves and its backlash from conservatism as well. Therefore, by
tracing the theory and practice of American radical feminism, this dis-
sertation is to prove that women have always been active in deciding
their own fate whenever possible and women’s liberation should be re-

garded as a symbol of the modernization and progress of a society.
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The dissertation consists of three parts: introduction, main body
and conclusion: The main body is divided into four chapters.

In the introduction, it mainly elaborates the cause and innovation
of the paper, the material originates, and the domestic and foreign
research results. Besides, I expound my own viewpoint and give a
general iniroduction to the arrangement of the dissertation.

The first chapter expounds the historical background ef American
radical feminism in 1960s. Any social movement has something to do
with its society, economy, culture and politics. American radical fem-
inism is no exception. The clash between extremely political conserva-
tiveness of 1950s and freely radical social culture of 1960s is the cata-
lyst carrier of the outbreak of feminist movement, while as the discon-
tent of American women about their situation, the gap between ideal
and reality and the revival of women’s consciousness are the most fully
direct factors.

The second chapter describes. its basic theories and main
groups. The legacy of the first feminism movement and The Second Sex
by French writer Simone de Beauvoir are contributed to the enlighten-
ment of radical feminism. Critiques of patriarchy, which makes Ameri-
can women realize that the root of women’s oppression is deeply existed
in the sexual system of patriarchy, is its central focus in contemporary
radical feminism theories. Radical feminism theories, making people
think women’s conditions profoundly, surpass former feminism and
renovate and expand feminism registers. However, with their critical
and revolutionary characteristics, these theories have limitation of
times as well.

The third chapter describes its practice in various fields in the
light of personal is political. Radical feminism ideas are represented

through a series of cultural fights against American traditional system
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and culture. With the belief of women’s rights in women’s hands, radi-
cal feminists are exerting greater efforts through fights about their own
culture, their own body and theif own healthy. They also fight all the
violence against women, which includes rape pornography and sexual
harassment. Through their fights for women’s rights, American women
turn passive process into active process, propelling to respect all the
life experiences of women in American society. All these have proved
that American women have always exhibited their own agency.

The fourth chapter describes the influence of American radical
feminism to American society and 1o American women themselves. The
radical feminism has shocked the American patriarchal society,
changed the traditional knowledge of people, challenged the power of
man, and enhanced the social status of women. The tremendous a-
chievements are shown in men’s movement, in the identity of women’s
image, in the establishment of women’s study, in the changes of pop-
ular words so on and so forth. New American women are more self-con-°
fident, independent and full of passion and hope for the
future. However, with the rise of neo-conservatism in the late 1970s,
radical feminism meets the backlash from media, conservatism and
traditional women. It has proved that women’s liberation has a long way
to go.

The conclusion reiterates the main standpoint of the paper. One
point is that women’s liberation must be realized by women them-
selves. In the seeking of liberation, the unprecedented efforts of radi-
cal feminism can be regarded as the active symbol of women who de-
sire to grasp their own destiny. Their thoughts might be a little Uto-
pian, unrealistic and radical in today’s perspective, but they are
seemed as a kind of requirement or strategy in the level of thinking. On

the contrary, their struggles for women liberation, which are com-
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pletely of women, to women and for women, are indeed grass-rooted,
specific and realistic. We can see the tremendous and profound effects
of American radical feminism on the great changes of American socie-
ty.

Another point is that only women enter the public spheres com-
pletely, can a society be called modernization significantly. From the
process of modernization, American modernization has been started by
most women entering the public areas. People’s concern about women’s
problems, understanding about women’s situations, supporting of
women’s movement will signify a kind of consciousness and attitudes of
modern people, which is one of the criterion to the modernization and

progress of a society.
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