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1. The hilly, palm-shaded city of Monte Carlo is with
a quite different race this week as delegations from China, South
Korea, Russia, Poland and Mexico have converged in the city in

of hosting World Expo 2010. The five cities
have set up promotion booths in the lobby of the Grimaldi
Forum. The Shanghai booth features a large dynamic
showing scenery along the Huangpu River. The Chinese

delegation will a final presentation for their bid
tomorrow. The will take place tomorrow afternoon and
the result will be announced about p-m. local time.

2. Australian Prime Minister John Howard said yesterday he
was prepared to against terrorists in neighbouring Asian
countries. He said law and the UN Charter should be
changed to empower nations to strike against terrorists who

to attack them. Australia has one of the most
militaries in its region, with a modern air force and experienced

forces. Howard’s comments come as his nation
nervously how Southeast” Asian countries to its north
deal with Islamic militants in the wake of the 12
bombings on Indonesia’s resort island of Bali. The attack left

200 people dead — almost half of them Australian
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3. Negotiators on Friday to resolve differences
between the United States and developing countries over access to
essential medicines, but hoped to renew in early
December. Trade officials said the breakdown in talks was
common during complex . Delegates aim to settle the
differences by year’s . Although there’s general
agreement that the least countries should be given access
to cheap generic drugs, there’s no consensus on whether this

should be given aon wealthier developing countries such
as Singapore and South Korea. There is also no agreement on

whether to the usual patent protection just for specific
diseases such as or for all diseases including cancer and
diabetes.

4. All the hard work off for China yesterday when

of the Bureau of International Exposition’s 89 members
voted to give Shanghai the right to host the World Expo in 2010 in

the round of polling. The news set off street
celebrations in Shanghai. The was hard-won for China
as the other four candidates all put together bids to win
votes from the 89 member states of the BIE. Shanghai Mayor
Chen Liangyu hailed his city’s bid to host the World
Expo 2010.

5. In Athens, an passenger train derailed and

tumbled into a steep gorge early yesterday, injuring at least
people. All 24 passengers and four crew were
evacuated from the two-car train. Investigators said the train
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apparently rocks that had fallen onto the tracks. A
strong earthquake shook of " southern Greece on
Monday. Rail service along the was temporarily halted
and could resume soon.

6. Iraq has accepted a new UN resolution that will
return UN weapons inspectors to the country after nearly four
years. The acceptance letter was delivered to UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s office. The letter says that Iraq
will deal Security Council resolution 1441 despite its bad
contents. It also says Iraq is to receive the inspectors
within the assigned timetable and eager to see them perform their

in accordance with international law as soon as possible.
In the letter, Iraq stresses that it has weapons of mass
destruction. Iraq’s acceptance clears the way for the of
an advance team of UN inspectors next Monday.

7. A 13-year-old boy was shot and critically yesterday
outside a school in Maryland. Police hunting for a serial sniper
to the scene. The boy was shot in the chest and
abdomen outside Benjamin Tasker Middle School shortly
8 a.m. The child is suffering from extensive blood and
is in critical condition.

8. Israeli troops raiding the Gaza Strip town with tanks and
helicopters killed Palestinians €arly yesterday, including
10 who died when a missile slammed into a large
Palestinian officials said all the dead were civilians, while the
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Israeli army said ~ were armed men Kkilled in battle.
About Palestinians were wounded in the four-hour raid,
including 25 who were in critical condition. Palestinians
denounced the Israeli strike, the deadliest since July, as a

massacre and called international protection. Israeli
officials said Palestinians militants were for the
casualties because they took among civilians.

9. UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan addressed the world’s
yesterday. He called for urgent action to address
conflicts in the Middle East and South Asia, and urged

the United States not to act against Iraq. In his speech
at the annual General Assembly debate, the secretary-general put

Iraq second on a of four current threats to world
. Western diplomats said it was significant that Annan

was not only telling the United States to through the

Security Council, but telling its members that if Iraq
refuses to allow inspectors back, they cannot stand and
do nothing.

10. The Swiss began ceremonies on Monday to end decades of
isolation and the rest of the world into the United
Nations. Festivities are decorated to feature the country’s

signature exports: and watches. After more than 50
years on the sidelines, Switzerland the United Nations
after voters approved the move in March by a majority.

The UN General Assembly formally admitted Switzerland as its
member at a ceremony in New York on Tuesday.
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11. Yesterday afternoon two thousand people evacuated
Shanghai’s skyscraper as part of a massive fire drill.
Employees of 100 companies as well as in the Grand
Hyatt evacuated the 88- Jin Mao Tower after a fire alarm
was sounded followed by an announcement in Chinese and
English. Many used elevators to get to the floor. The
building management said this act was due to the
building’s sophisticated elevator system. The drill was completed
quite successfully, but showed some areas where the
building can improve. For example, broadcasts should
be louder and the English version needs to be made

12. In Rio de Janeiro on Saturday, Chinese swimmers won

gold medals on the first day of the season-opening FINA
World Cup short course swimming . Asian Games
champion Wu Peng snatched two gold medals in the men’s

individual medley and 200m butterfly with winning
times of 4:12.72 and 1:56. 65 respectively. Pang Jiaying won the
women’s 200m freestyle title a time of 1:59. 05 while
her teammate Zhou Yafei the gold medal in the
women’s 100m butterfly in 59.55 seconds.

13.  After the tennis final which lasted four hours,
Lleyton Hewitt won the Tennis Masters Cup in Shanghai. The 21-
year-old Australian Hewitt beat Spaniard Juan Carlos Ferrero 7-5,
7-5, 2-6, 2-6, 6-4. Hewitt lost only one group match. He walked
away with US$ 1.4 and gained 130 ATP points to secure
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his world ranking with 897 points for the season. This is
the second year in a . Hewitt has won the year-ending
tournament.

14. Hu lJintao, the newly-elected general secretary of the
Communist Party, met with reporters to the just-
concluded 16th National Congress of CPC. He the eight
men who have joined him on the new Standing Committee and
discussed China’s up and reform policies. Hu told the
media that the Party’s new leadership will out the
development objectives outlined in Jiang Zemin’s report to the
16th CPC National Congress and implement the important
of Three Represents.

15.  For the time, the NBA is offering All-Star ballots
in Spanish and Chinese. Ballots for the All-Star Game on
February in Atlanta were released on Thursday. A
of 60 players from each conference were on the ballot,
and fans have through January 12 to vote the starters.
With the sudden stardom of Spain’s Pau Gasol, last season’s
rookie of the year, and the arrival of Chinese Yao
Ming, the league is anticipating new among fans.
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I 1) % R0 %) Bk 1 4 R 2, DA T g L TE 80 BT
®i. It’s windy and cold, isn’t “y it?
A. The speaker wonders how the weather is.
B. The speaker doesn’t think it’s windy.
C. Though it’s windy, the temperature isn’t low.
D. The speaker is of the opinion that the wind blows
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