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Preface

The word “crossover” originally means
“bridge and cross”; adopted in design
field, it often refers to the combination

of two different design disciplines. The

first “crossover” design appeared in

car industry in 1957, when Ford made a
double-page-spread advertisement in

a magazine for its first crossover product
— Edsel. Later, Kreisler incorporated the
concept of Sports Utility Vehicle (SUV) into
cars, leading to the success of Cherokee,
which threw off the heavy body of SUV,
and made the car more comfortable.
Nowadays we'have come to an era when
brands are directly embedded into cars,
such as the latest cooperation between
Levis and Chevrolet.

Crossover design made a nearly perfect
performance in car field, revealing the
shocking effect and charm brought by
crossover design. Thus our attention
goes to the very point - crossover.
Unconsciously, crossover design has
“crossed” out of car field, into various
aspects of our life, and soon become a
fashion integrated into daily life.

At present, crossover works combining a
designer and a brand, or combining two
brands can be seen everywhere, and the
word “crossover” is becoming a label

of this era. Meanwhile, when crossover
becomes a fashion to be fascinated with,
people are more and more getting tired
with such forms of brands crossover as
Prada’s LG cell phone, Y-3 jacket, Puma
sports shoe by Alexander McQueen. What
people desire now is not such a simple
blend of brands, but a natural integration
of crossover into daily life. With this in
mind, we come to interior design.

Strictly speaking, interior design itself is

a kind of crossover, because it is an art
combining architecture and living art, and
also an art combining two-dimensional
graphic design and three-dimensional
space design. Many interior projects
incorporate elements of architecture,
different forms of art, technology, etc. For
the moment when the fashion of crossover
is at its peak, in interior decoration,
graphic elements are increasingly
adopted, forming a popular trend of
interior crossover design. The adoption

of graphic elements in interior design

is mainly realised via pattern, painting,
calligraphy, and photography.

Patterns came first in interior crossover
design. About a thousand years ago,
people carved certain patterns onto the
caves they inhabited, praying for blessing.
This is the earliest exploration of interior
crossover design. Now, after a thousand
years, patterns are used in interior design
in multiple ways, and with more kinds

of carrier, among which, wallpaper is

an important one. Patterns are perfectly
integrated with interior design through
wallpaper, which is a crossover design
itself.

Painting is also a graphic element more
and more used in interior crossover
design. Compared with pattern, painting
is freer, and more personalised, and is to
trigger off more creativity. Paintings could
be personally conducted on walls, floors,
and ceilings. Suitable materials could

be used to depict a beautiful picture

in your mind; this easily gives a sense

of tenderness and accomplishment.
Paintings offer interior space different




styles, bold or delicate. While more and
more painters are turning to interior
painting, painting is gradually becoming
the main graphic element in interior
design, fervently pursued by designers
and clients.

Language is usually a way of recording
and expressing. Further, in interior design,
words are mainly used as indicators.

In interior crossover design, however,
calligraphy could be adopted to give
unexpected effects. Seeing words

not presented as a slogan or a pure
calligraphy work, but simply and directly
appearing on interior walls, you would
feel totally different with the surprising
visual effect.

Photography is another way of interior
crossover design. We often decorate
walls with photos to remind us of some
rosy memories. That is the use in the
simplest way. Photos in interior crossover
design are used as sheer decoration; for
example, a huge photo used as interior
decoration, brings not only a strong visual
impact, but also the shock caused by
“crossover”.

The book From Graphic to Space: Interior
Crossover Design mainly covers these four
aspects: pattern, painting, calligraphy,
and photography. Presented in detail,

the charm of interior crossover design is
revealed. From this book, readers are to
have a fresh and new understanding of
interior crossover design, and would be
able to bring it into interior design to liven
interior atmosphere.
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PATTERN

About a thousand years ago, our ancestors carved totems onto the walls of
the grottos they inhabited, praying for blessing from God, and thus brought
various patterns to the monotonous caves, animating their living space. Just
this behavior, unintentionally, made the first step in interior crossover design,
adopting graphic elements in interior design.

Patterns are the most common graphic elements used in interior design. We
can see patterns in the interior everywhere: wallpapers with patterns, fantastic
shade and shadow patterns, patterns with various figures and shapes, etc. The
diversity of patterns helps liven up interior atmosphere. With the development
of interior crossover design, patterns play an increasingly important role.
More and more designers began to explore the application of patterns and
innovations are constantly made to make interior patterns more diversified
and colourful.

Wallpaper patterns are the traditional form of interior pattern. With the recent
revival of wallpaper in interior design, wallpaper patterns are atiracting more
attention. With patterns integrated into interior atmosphere, identities of living
space are well illustrated: simple, elegant, stylish, a feast for the eye, efc.
Shade and shadow pattern is quite different from traditional patterns, for it
emphasises strong visual impact, thus offering the special feeling of being

in a dreamland. Shade and shadow pattern is an important form of interior
crossover design. Special lighting design would make projected beams form
particular effect on floors, walls, and ceilings. Patterns made by shade and
shadow would give the vision of a fairyland.

In addition, we have many other pattern forms in interior design, for example,
mercury glass patterns, natural marble patterns, mosaic patterns, patterns by
wood and many other materials. These diversified patterns animate interior
atmosphere, with warm or cold feelings, adding comfort to our living space.
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Wallpaper pattern

Carriers are indispensable to the adoption
of patterns in interior crossover design.
Among various kinds of carrier, wallpaper
is the most important one. No matter
visually or from tactile perception,
wallpaper makes us feel warm and
intimate by removing the barren surface
of walls. Furthermore, wallpaper offers
something interesting to the living space,
making walls colourful and personalised,
thus in such spaces people would feel
closer and more comfortable.
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To use abstract patterns in bedrooms and bathrooms is a typical
decorative method. The strong colours would give you an intense visual
impact, while the abstract content would leave you enough room for
imagination. Such wallpaper pattern designs show the ingenvuity of the
designers in applying graphic elements to space.
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Patterns of flowers and plants in light colours are applied in the interiors,
adding a bit of elegant atmosphere to the spaces. As shown in the two
pictures, no matter in interiors of homes or bars, decorated with flower-
pattern wallpaper, the interior spaces would make you experience
elegancy with a bit of warmth.
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Flower-textured wallpapers are endowed with a superior textural quality,
highlighting the magnificence and solemnity of the space, especially
when matched with some metal decorations.
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Patterns of black and white stripes are commonly seen in our daily life.
When applied to interior wallpaper design, they would make a space
stand out in solemnity and profound.
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Patterns can be abstracted from flowers and be applied to interior space, giving an unexpected effect. Flowers make us feel pleased and
comfortable, while the corresponding abstractions show dignity and introversion; moreover, the abstractions contribute to a bright yet not
flamboyant interior atmosphere.
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