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Overview

Summary

The
Northeast

RILHEB

By Elspeth Leacock

Learning Objectives
Reading Skills

(Genre/Text Features

T he Northeast provides a rich
overview of the northeastern
region of the United States,
using vivid language,
specialized maps, and
engaging photographs. Becky,
our guide, takes us on a tour
of the eleven states of the
Northeast region and the U.S.
capital, Washington, D.C. The
book describes the land, the
economy, and the unique
cultural opportunities of the
region.

The specialized maps, which
show physical features,
manufacturing centers, and
land use, help students
understand the region’s
economy. Photographs, many
of them showing young
residents of the area, put a
human face on the region.

The almanac at the end of the
book provides a wealth of
facts about the individual
American states and

Washington, D.C.

Writing Skills

, Background Infonnation

The Northeast region of the
United States includes
Maryland, Delaware, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York,
Connecticut, Rhode Island,
Massachusetts, Vermont, New
Hampshire, Maine, and the
District of Columbia.
Landforms of the Northeast
America include coastal plains,
rocky coastlines, and
mountains. The economy there
depends heavily on the natural
resources of the waterways
and forests of the region. (In
fact more than 60 percent of
the land in the Northeast is
forested.) Industries include
shipping, timber, fishing,
manufacturing, and tourism.
Tourists to the Northeast
America come to hike, swim,
ski, camp, and visit many
historical and cultural sights,
including Plimoth Plantation,
Mashantucket Pequot
Museum, Broadway, and the
Smithsonian museums.

Social Studies Skills

= expository Skill Focus

« photographs and « identify main ideas
captions and details ,

« chapter titlesand  « use specialized words
subheads Supporting Skills

» contents, index, and o symmarize
almanac o use images

# Maps « draw conclusions

« sidebars « compare and contrast

10

 Writing Focus
* write an advertisement
(persuasive)
Supporting Skills
» prewrite

» write for specific audtence
» conduct research

Viewng
» analyze an lmage

~ » describe how businesses in the Northeas

use natural resources

~ « identify features of the Northeast
-« explain how physical faatureg mﬂuenca;k

life in the Northeast

« explore ways the region’s physical feaw
have changed over time
= use maps and atlases
« create an almanac




Focus on Reading

Before Readiug

Actwate Pnor Knowledge

Ask students to think about
the region in which they live.
How would they describe it?
Then have students look at the
map on page 6 to see the states
that make up the Northeast
America. Ask students to
describe the land in the
Northeast America. Is it flat or
mountainous? What part does
the ocean play in the lives of
people who live in this region?
Has anyone visited this part of
the US.? What did you do
there? Begin a K-W-L chart on
the Northeast America. Have
small groups of students

The Northeast

work to list some facts they
already know for the K
column. They can then write
some things they would like to
know in the W column and
what they have learned after
reading in the L column.

Preview

Give students time to preview
the book by reading the
chapter titles, looking at the
maps and photographs, and
reading a bit of text in the
sidebars. Ask:

How is the book organized?

What kinds of information will
you be reading in each chapter?

Who is Becky?

K (What We
Already Know)

W (What We Would
Like to Know)

L (What We Learned)

Will you be reading about
people in the present or the past?

What makes you think as
you do?

Set Purpose

Ask students whether this book
reminds them of other books
they have read. Set a purpose
for reading with students.

Let’s read to find out if any of
our questions we listed in our
K-W-L charts will be answered.

Vocabulary Strategy:

Use specialized words
Activity Master, Page 14
Explain to students that the
vocabulary words they will

be learning all refer to the
natural resources of land or
water in the Northeast
America. Have students use The
Northeast and a dictionary to
write how each word relates to
natural resources. Students will
be using these words:

canal lock
cape marsh
glacier peninsula
gorge waterfall

The Northeast
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Dunng Reading

Read Strateglcally
Identify main idea and details
Activity Master, Page 15

Assign each chapter of the
book as independent reading.
Have students use the Activity
Master on page 15 as a study
guide to help them identify
main ideas and details of
each chapter. On the master,
students provide supporting
details for the main ideas of
Chapters 1 and 3. They write
the main idea and supporting
details for Chapter 2. Remind
students that to find the
main idea, they should ask
themselves what the chapter
is mostly about. They might
then turn each main idea
statement into a question and
read to find details to answer
the question.

Strategy Tip: Use images to aid
comprehension

Students need to remember
that illustrations, including
photographs and maps, provide
information that can aid
comprehension. Students can
ask questions as they look at
illustrations, such as, What
part of the text does this explain?
Does the caption provide more
information about the subject of
the illustration? Remind students

to reread to see how the
illustration best fits the text.
If they continue having

Focus on Reading (continued)

difficulty, students can ask
for clarification during the
follow-up class discussion.

Respondmg

Initiate a class discussion to
assess reading comprehension.
Ask:

What are the main ideas of this
book? (summarize)

How do the bodies of water and
watenways affect life in the
Northeast America? (summarize)

Look at page 18. Use the image
to explain the term
“megalopolis.” (use images)

What is unique about the culture
and history of the Northeast
America? (draw conclusions)

What parts of the Northeast
America are like your region?
What parts are different?
(compare and contrast)

Writing and Research:

Write an advertisement
Activity Master, Page 16
Explain to students that
regional governments often try
to improve their economies by
convincing people to visit or
move there. regional
governments also want
businesses to open in or move
to their regional.

Discuss students’ ideas about
how to attract people and
businesses to the region. Tell
students they are ad writers
for a region of their choice.
They can work independently
or in pairs to create a full-page
advertisement for one
northeastern state in the U.S.
The ad should include
illustrations and three to four
paragraphs about why people
should visit or live there.

Communicating: Viewing

Analyze an image

Students can choose one image
from The Northeast that they
feel illustrates a significant
aspect of life in the region. In
their notebooks or in small
groups, students can answer
questions about the image,
such as:

What is the main topic of the
photograph?
Why is this topic important to
life in this state? Explain.
What title would you give this
image?

Students should

{1 state main ideas and details of
the image

{1 explain why the image is significant
to the region

[1 write an appropriate title




create an Almanac

Students can create an almanac
for their own province, using
the almanac in The Northeast

as a model. Have students
brainstorm the kinds of
information they want to
include and then select or draw
illustrations for their project.

When students have completed
their province almanacs, they
can use their almanacs and the
almanacs in The Northeast (and
in other books in the Travels
Across America series) to make a
guessing game. Students can
write a fact on one side of an
index card in the form of a
question and write the answer
on the back. They can ask each
other the questions, keeping
score or not as they choose.

Activity Master, Page 17

Students can use the map to
label important places in the
northeastern America. Then
students can answer the
questions at the bottom of the
page using what they have
learned from The Northeast.

Assessment Options

Use the following assessment
options to assess students’
understanding of The Northeast.

Questions

Ask the following questions

during individual conferences

or ask students to write the

answers independently in their

notebooks:

1 What are the major landforms of the
Northeast America?

2 How did glaciers affect the land in
the Northeast America? Provide one
specific example.

3 What are three ways businesses in
the Northeast America use natural
resources?

4 How can people learn about the history
of the Northeast America region?

5 How do people have fun in the
Northeast America?

Assessment Activity

Ask students to use words and

pictures to represent these

three ideas from The Northeast:

1 Landforms make places look different
from each other.

2 Natural resources have much to do
with how people make a living.

3 People have many ways to learn
about the history of where they live.
Students can use pictures and
words from magazines and
newspapers or they can create
illustrations of their own.

lustrations should

v clearly illustrate all three ideas

v use words and pictures to
communicate ideas

Multiple-choice Test

See the multiple-choice test on

page 65.

Extend and Assess

. Fm m social Mies . Ctuss-cunicnlar conneuhou

Sclence

Glaciers helped shape the
Northeast region. Students can
create a diagram showing how
this slow change to the Earth’s
surface occurred. Students

can conduct research on the
Internet and in the library

to find more information for
their diagrams.

Glaciers in the
Northeast Region

Home-school Connectlon

Students can look for a
newspaper article that discusses
natural resources in their own
region or province, such as the
use of water. Students can

then discuss the article with
parents. They can talk about

the importance of the resource,
whether the resource is in
danger in any way, and what
people are doing to conserve
the resource.

* The Northeast
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The
Northeast

RALEB

By Elspeth Leacock

I.eammg Ob;ectwes o

” Genre/Text Features
i ~ « expository

. « photographs and

| captions

and details

e chapter titles and
~ subheads
e contents, index, and
~ almanac
emaps
* sidebars

e summarize
e use images

10

, Readmg Skllls

Skill Focus .
. |dermfy main 1deas

» use specialized words
' Supportmg Skills

» draw conclusions
= compare and contrast

Summary

T he Northeast provides a rich
overview of the northeastern
region of the United States,
using vivid language,
specialized maps, and
engaging photographs. Becky,
our guide, takes us on a tour
of the eleven states of the
Northeast region and the US.
capital, Washington, D.C. The
book describes the land, the
economy, and the unique
cultural opportunities of the
region.

The specialized maps, which
show physical features,
manufacturing centers, and
land use, help students
understand the region’s
economy. Photographs, many
of them showing young
residents of the area, put a
human face on the region.

The almanac at the end of the
book provides a wealth of
facts about the individual
American states and
Washington, D.C.

Writing Skills
Writing Focus

e write an advertisement
(persuasive)

- Supporting Skills
e prewrite

« conduct research
Viewing
« analyze an image

‘Background Information

The Northeast region of the
United States includes
Maryland, Delaware, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York,
Connecticut, Rhode Island,
Massachusetts, Vermont, New
Hampshire, Maine, and the
District of Columbia.
Landforms of the Northeast
America include coastal plains,
rocky coastlines, and
mountains. The economy there
depends heavily on the natural
resources of the waterways
and forests of the region. (In
fact more than 60 percent of
the land in the Northeast is
forested.) Industries include
shipping, timber, fishing,
manufacturing, and tourism.
Tourists to the Northeast
America come to hike, swim,
ski, camp, and visit many
historical and cultural sights,
including Plimoth Plantation,
Mashantucket Pequot
Museum, Broadway, and the
Smithsonian museurmns.

Soctal Studles Skills

» describe how businesses in the Northeast .
use natural resources ‘

» identify features of the Northeast

« explain how physical features influence
life in the Northeast ,

« write for specific audience ® explore ways the region’s physical features

have changed over time '
 use maps and atlases
« create an almanac




Focus on Reading

Before Reading

Activate Prior Knowledge

Ask students to think about
the region in which they live.
How would they describe it?
Then have students look at the
map on page 6 to see the states
that make up the Northeast
America. Ask students to
describe the land in the
Northeast America. Is it flat or
mountainous? What part does
the ocean play in the lives of
people who live in this region?
Has anyone visited this part of
the U.S.? What did you do
there? Begin a K-W-L chart on
the Northeast America. Have
small groups of students

The Northeast

work to list some facts they
already know for the X
column. They can then write
some things they would like to
know in the W column and
what they have learned after
reading in the L column.

Preview

Give students time to preview
the book by reading the
chapter titles, looking at the
maps and photographs, and
reading a bit of text in the
sidebars. Ask:

How is the book organized?

What kinds of information will
you be reading in each chapter?

Who is Becky?

K (What We
Already Know)

W (What We Would
Like to Know)

L (What We Learned)

My Notes

Will you be reading about
people in the present or the past?

What makes you think as
you do?

Set Purpose
Ask students whether this book
reminds them of other books
they have read. Set a purpose
for reading with students.

Let’s read to find out if any of
our questions we listed in our
K-W-L charts will be answered.

Vocabulary Strategy:
Use specialized words
Activity Master, Page 14

Explain to students that the
vocabulary words they will

be learning all refer to the
natural resources of land or
water in the Northeast
America. Have students use The
Northeast and a dictionary to
write how each word relates to
natural resources. Students will
be using these words:

canal lock
cape marsh
glacier peninsula
gorge waterfalil

11




Read Strategically:
Identify main idea and details
Activity Master, Page 15

Assign each chapter of the
book as independent reading.
Have students use the Activity
Master on page 15 as a study
guide to help them identify
main ideas and details of
each chapter. On the master,
students provide supporting
details for the main ideas of
Chapters 1 and 3. They write
the main idea and supporting
details for Chapter 2. Remind
students that to find the
main idea, they should ask
themselves what the chapter
is mostly about. They might
then turn each main idea
statement into a question and
read to find details to answer
the question.

Strategy Tip: Use images to aid
comprehension

Students need to remember
that illustrations, including
photographs and maps, provide
information that can aid
comprehension. Students can
ask questions as they look at
illustrations, such as, What
part of the text does this explain?
Does the caption provide more
information about the subject of
the illustration? Remind students
to reread to see how the
illustration best fits the text.
If they continue having

12

Focus on Reading (continued)

difficulty, students can ask
for clarification during the
follow-up class discussion.

After Reading

Responding

Initiate a class discussion to
assess reading comprehension.
Ask:

What are the main ideas of this
book? (summarize)

How do the bodies of water and
waterways affect life in the
Northeast America? (summarize)

Look at page 18. Use the image
to explain the term “megalopolis.”
(use images)

What is unique about the culture
and history of the Northeast
America? (draw conclusions)

What parts of the Northeast
America are like your region?

What parts are different?
{compare and contrast)

Writing and Research:

Write an advertisement
Activity Master, Page 16
Explain to students that
regional governments often try
to improve their economies by
convincing people to visit or
move there. regional
governments also want
businesses to open in or move
to their region.

Discuss students’ ideas about

how to attract people and
businesses to the region. Tell
students they are ad writers
for a region of their choice.
They can work independently
or in pairs to create a full-page
advertisement for one
northeastern state in the US.
The ad should include
illustrations and three to four
paragraphs about why people
should visit or live there.

Communicating: Viewing

Analyze an image

Students can choose one image
from The Northeast that they
feel illustrates a significant
aspect of life in the region. In
their notebooks or in small
groups, students can answer
questions about the image,
such as:

What is the main topic of the
photograph?

Why is this topic important to
life in this state? Explain.

What title would you give this
image?
Students should

[I state main ideas and details of
the image

[ explain why the image is significant
to the region

[0 write an appropriate title
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Create an Almanac

Students can create an almanac
for their own province, using
the almanac in The Northeast

as a model. Have students
brainstorm the kinds of
information they want to
include and then select or draw
illustrations for their project.

When students have completed
their province almanacs, they
can use their almanacs and the
almanacs in The Northeast (and
in other books in the Travels
Across America series) to make a
guessing game. Students can
write a fact on one side of an
index card in the form of a
question and write the answer
on the back. They can ask each
other the questions, keeping
score or not as they choose.

Activity.
Activity Master, Page 17

Students can use the map to
label important places in the
northeastern America. Then

- students can answer the
questions at the bottom of the
page using what they have
learned from The Northeast.

Use the following assessment
options to assess students’
understanding of The Northeast.

Questions

Ask the following questions

during individual conferences

or ask students to write the

answers independently in their

notebooks:

1 What are the major landforms of the
Northeast America?

2 How did glaciers affect the land in
the Northeast America? Provide one
specific example.

3 What are three ways businesses in
the Northeast America use natural
resources?

4 How can people leam about the history
of the Northeast America region?

5 How do people have fun in the
Northeast America?

Assessment Activity

Ask students to use words and

pictures to represent these

three ideas from The Northeast:

1 Landforms make places look different
from each other.

2 Natural resources have much to do
with how people make a living.

3 People have many ways to learn
about the history of where they live.
Students can use pictures and
words from magazines and
newspapers or they can create
illustrations of their own.

Mustrations should
v clearly illustrate all three ideas

v use words and pictures to
communicate ideas

Multiple-choice Test
See the multiple-choice test on
page 56.

Cross-curricular Connection

Science

Glaciers helped shape the
Northeast region. Students can
create a diagram showing how
this slow change to the Earth’s
surface occurred. Students

can conduct research on the
Internet and in the library

to find more information for
their diagrams.

Glaciers in the
Northeast Region

Students can look for a
newspaper article that discusses
natural resources in their own
region or province, such as the
use of water. Students can

then discuss the article with
parents. They can talk about
the importance of the resource,
whether the resource is in
danger in any way, and what
people are doing to conserve
the resource.

13




’ o - The Northeast
Vocabulary: Use Specialized Words ' B

The words below are from The Northeast. Each word has something to do
with the natural resources of the Northeast. In the boxes, write a meaning
for each word. Include a sketch for each word to help you remember its
| meaning. Use The Northeast, a dictionary, and any other resource you might
| need to help you.

canal

glacier

s

S

peninsula waterfall

14 Activity Master: Vovabulary




Name | The Northeast
_Reading: Identify Main Idea and Details

The main idea of a chapter is what the chapter is mostly about. Details are facts

and examples that explain a main idea. Finish the chart below with details and
main ideas.

Chapter 1  Main Idea: The Northeast America has a variety of landforms.

Details

Chapter 2 Main Idea:
Details

fchapterti  Main Idea: The Northeast America is rich in history and culture,
Details

Activity Master: Reading Strategies 15



Name | The Northeast
Ml el

An Advertisement
You are an ad writer who works for a state in the Northeast America. Your
assignment is to write an advertisement to get people to move to or visit your
state. You will want to tell the good things about your state and explain why
people should visit or move there. You can use The Northeast, the Internet, and
other resources to learn more about the state you've chosen.

1. My state:

2. Natural wonders of my state:

3. Landmarks, historical places, and museums in my state:

4. Special foods or cultural attractions in my state:

5. Who would want to move there and why? Fishermen? Scientists?

6. Possible things to include in my ad:

A map of

Photos of

Drawings or cartoons of

7. Show a brief sketch of what your ad might look like.

16 Activity Master: Writing



