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Preface

Due to the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, China
has become the focus of world attention. An increasing
number of foreign friends are eager to know more about
the country and communicate further with the Chinese
people. The number of foreigners learning Chinese
throughout the world is increasing on a yearly basis and
Chinese fever is gaining momentum. Yet due to limita-
tions of time and learning conditions, a large number of
foreigners who want to learn Chinese still have no access
to regular and professional training. There are also many
people who simply give up because of the degree of diffi-
culty involved. To resolve these problems and help more
foreigners who basically have no knowledge of Chinese
to master some words and expressions for everyday use,
we have carefully designed this series, titled Chinese 101
in Cartoons.

Each book in this series is designed to cater to the
various needs of different people. The 101 expressions
selected are all used frequently in daily conversation.

The series mainly has two features: the lively and colorful



cartoons which help readers better understand the
conversational scenes; the recording of standardized
Mandarin Chinese, which is necessary to help develop the
correct pronunciation. There is no obscure grammar here,
and readers need not memorize the strokes of the Chinese
characters. All they need to do is to imagine the scene
with the aid of the cartoon, try to memorize the Chinese
sentence with the help of the English translation, and
pronounce it with the help of the Pinyin and the recording.
In addition, there are many word options that can
serve as substitutes for those in the 101 commonly used
sentence patterns presented in each book. The learners
thus can draw inferences about other sentences from any
given example. There are lively and humorous tips with
cartoons that introduce Chinese customs and culture, and
also explain differences between the East and the West.
Catchy and lively Chinese conversation starts from
Chinese 101 in Cartoons. With one book on hand, you can

proudly say: “I can speak Chinese!”
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Key to Pronunciation

Beginning Consonants
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b as in be

ts as in tsar, strongly aspirated
dasindo

fas in food
gasingo

h as in her

j as in jeep

k as in kind

[ as in land

m as in man

n as in nine

p as in par

ch as in cheek
like z in azure
s as in sister
tasin ten

w as in way

sh as in she



y Yy as in yet
ds as in needs

zh J as in jump
ch ch as in church
sh sh as in shore

Vowels and Diphthongs

a a as in father
ai i as in kite
ao ow as in now
an ahn

ang like ong in song

e er as in her (Brit.)

ei ay as in way

en weak form of an as in and

eng no English equivalent but nearly as ung in lung
i ea as in eqat

ia yah

ie ye as in yes

iao yow as in yowl

iou yee-oh
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ian
in
iang
ing
iong

ou

ong

ua
uo
uai
uel
uan
uen
uang
ueng
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as ‘u in

ien as in lenient

een as in keen

i-ahng

ing as in sing

y-oong

aw as in law

ow as in low

00-ng

00 as in too

wah

wa as in water

wi as in wife

as way

oo-ahn

won as in wonder
00-ahng

won as in wont

as “yii” in German
no English equivalent
no English equivalent

no English equivalent

is spelt so only when it follows “17

all other places.

«w_»

and n

, while it is spelt
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D& Che
1. ¥JZ Taking the Taxi
Sij : Nin h&do, gingwén nin qu n&r ?

altL: & ¥, F B & X PIL?

Driver: Hello! Where to go, sir?

Dawéi: NI hdo! W& qu Bsijing Fanditn. ¢ . "

@ % Ak Wl OKREFLLFE BE. K$§$railwaystaﬁon§

'.;:_:,; faijichting :
David: Hello! I want to go to S

the Beijng Hotel.
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