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1. The Prince and the Princess
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Long ago there was a place called Meng Banjia in the
beautiful Xishang Banna (now a famous scenic spot in south
of Yunnan Province in China) .There were wise and brave
men coming forth in large numbers in this place. One night
the Queen of Meng Banjia had a dream in which a was
perching on the steeple of the palace. After ten months one
morning just at the daybreak, a loud cry proclaimed the birth
of the prince —a M baby with fair complexion.

M ol we

BEFETES, EBETHERAN, EEERERS 48
MB: FPNNEEE, BASH—4; = ENRESY, &
MY =8,

Having a successor to his throne, the King was so happy

that he issued an imperial edict to promote every civil or
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military officials to a higher rank and to ommon

people from one third of taxation after autumn. ﬁ&%_
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A prince was the future of the royal family and therefore
the King was very concerned with his . Could he be an

able ruler with an encyclopedic mind, or a promising supreme

commander full of military strategy, or a man well versed in
both polite letters and martial arts and could open up territory

or transform nature? A fortune-teller — a mogula (witch in
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Dai Nationality) was called in. He should give the child a
resounding name. A name of a man could not be a simple
symbol, it’s the first impression in other people’s eyes, and

it’s the code linking up with all things on the earth.
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The man orderedNncensé)to be burnt and candle to be
lighted. After washing his hands with perfume water, he
opened the Holy Book to study happiness in 46 checks. It
was the basis of fortune-telling of their nationality. It was said
in the Holy Book there were 46 beasts, every former

controlling every latter.
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The man’s finger was wandering for too many times
between the lines of the Holy Book. Then he put down the

book, and with closing eyes and putting palms together, he

) -



was lost in thought. He spent such a long time that enough to
cook thoroughly a wild boar. After that he spoke loudly, “An
eagle soars in the highest sky, a golden buck is the quickest
runner on the ground. This boy will fly wing to wing with an
eagle and will drive a horse to overtake the quickest golden
buck in the forest. His name should be Zhao Shutun. It means

the strongest and the bravest prince.”
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And then he added: “The most valuable jade must be
ground and polished. And the tallest pine is easily battered by
~ the wind and the rain. Happy prince will be suffered from

love when he grows up.”
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His talk made the King have mixed feelings of joy and
worry. What made him happy was his son would not be
ordinary, and what worried him was his son would be suffered
from love. What kind of suffering would it be like, like
overturning rivers and seas, or like the mountain falls and the

earth splits?
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The sun rises and falls, falls and rises. Flowers bloom
and fade, fade and bloom. As seedling grew up a great tree,
Zhao Shutun grew up a handsome young man in 16 years.
His skin was glistening like melting gold often making the
sun hide behind clouds shamefully. His eyes were like two
luminous pearls that could light up people’s hearts.
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Handsome Zhao Shutun used to ride a horse and pursue
golden bucks in the forest. He could shoot down an eagle in

the sky with a cross-bow with unfailing accuracy.
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Zhao Shutun was growing up every day and that reminded
the King what had been said by mogula. He_I%I_f_believed it



and half doubted it. He thought, “I’m a king and my son is a
prince. There are so many girls that could be selected, how

could my son be suffered by love?”
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Far away from Meng Banjia there was a nice place called
Meng Dongban in mists and clouds like a dreamlike world. It
had four seasons like spring all the year round, and the
landscape was always attractive and delightful. Colorful
blossom everywhere sent forth rich fragrance. All over the
hills and mountains there were innumerable cattle and sheep
which looked like clouds winding between them. Elephants
were the means used by the people to go to a fair or to pay a
visit to their relatives. Meek elephants were their babys1tters
too. Their long trunks were bableg comfortable c%adles
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In that place you could see peacocks everywhere. Many
families even grew more than ten peacocks in their houses.
These birds used to swagger along streets spreading their
beautiful tails and showing off their beauty with their elegant

dance when they met girls in colorful tubular dresses.
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The King of Meng Dongban had a good nickname—the
Peacock King. He had seven daughters all of same height,
same slender and graceful stature and same good looks like
fairy maidens. When they put on their dresses weaved of

peacock feathers, they could fly freely in the sky.
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The Peacock King’s seven daughters were like seven
and charming peonies too. But the most beautiful
flower and the great favorite of her father was his seventh

daughter calied Nanmu Nuona — the Peacock Princess.
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Far from Meng Dongban there was a golden lake with
blue ripples like a mirror in the thick forest. A lot of phoenixes
were dwelling in this place and sometimes a golden buck was
attracted from the forest standing still and stretching his neck

to watch them to have a bath in the exquisite scenery.
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Beside the lake in the forest there was an old temple. At
that time Buddhism had just been spread in China. A Buddhist
monk called Great Buddha was practicing Buddhism in it.
He chanted Buddhism Scripture with humming sound day
and night. The melodious bell of the old temple reverberated

in the forest.
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Every seven days, the Peacock Princess and her six sisters
came to the lakeside flying through the clouds and mists. They
took off their dresses and bathed and played in the lake. The
flowers of all kinds were blooming in all their beauty to
welcome them. All kind of birds came to peep at their brilliant
bodies through the trees quietly. That time they were seven
tender and beautiful lotuses in the ripples. They were seven
fairy maidens coming down to earth too, as if they could be
unable to stand the loneliness of the fairyland and wanted to

have a look at the mortal world.
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The Peacock Princess, the favor of her parents, was the

youngest of their seven daughers. And usually she was a



playmate to be made fun of by her sisiters. Fox example, if
she said in wading across the lake, “Ah! The water is rather
cool today,” her sisters would say, “Nanmu Nuona, needn’t
we find a handsome young man to warm your hands?” If she
said, “Oh! The water is rather agreeable today,” her sisters
would say, “Do you take a fancy to this place? Let’s arrange
someone to be your husband here!” On every occasion, as a
revenge, the Peacock Princess would splash her sisiters with
water, and in turn they would surround her and splash her

with water like in Water-Sprinkling Festival.

XKRER, EHTTEMNBRFE LR, MBSO
—r O PRART N, RASWR, ATTMPERE—
FEOEBA, AEENL, (BEES, EEEE, £BF—XR
. B/IR, TBREXKTMSEHENTIECNT, MNREES
SRl MBRTENBENGEARN T —EIECE, REHE
OFRZE, MER, BN, EEAEI T DS X411, tih6h
EENTATENREDAGIDNIMEE ., BRSERNIR
o

That morning when seven girls floated down the clouds
with golden rims to bathe in the golden lake, a young hunter
riding a horse with a cross-bow was pursuing a golden buck
in a bamboo forest. He did not shoot in the effective range

because he just wanted to enjoy the pleasure to race with the
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buck swift as the wind and quick as lightning. He didn’t like
to have their hides, meat or antlers. Usually their antlers were

hanging on the wall as an ornament.
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The golden buck suddenly stopped to watch something.

He was full of curiosity and looked out along its sight. A feast
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for the goddess was before him and he was stricken dumb
with amazement! Seven girls were bathing in clear blue ripples
of the lake. Their dresses were being laid on the lakeside. He
looked breathlessly with his shining greedy eyes at the lovely
Peacock Princess, because even among those beautiful girls,
she was the most dazzling pearl. As a puppet pulled by
invisible strings, he got down from forest slope step by step
to the lake. Rosy dawn cast his shadow on the surface of the

lake and the seven floating lotuses were terrified.
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What a panic and confusion were they thrown into! Seven
screaming girls rushed to the shore not having a stitch on their
bodies. They grabbed hurry-scurry their dresses and casually
put them on. All girls but the Peacock Princess stamping their

feet and waving their hands were taking off and flying into
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the sky. The Peacock Princess could not help to have a look
more at the handsome young man bursting into their life. But

in this brief glimpse, she found her lover in dream. They were

falling in love with each other.
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The Peacock Princess tried to put on her dresses but her
hands and feet never finding the right place to put in. Then
she found her hands were placed in firm grasp of the young

man and that made her heart beat wildly.

g “EMOGER, TMINKZWIL?
He asked, “Where do you come from, beautiful girl?”

LENE: BINRESEEE”

“I come from clouds and mists.”

 MEBREECH—RF, EESNTIETNS—RFESEXR
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She struggled out one hand with difficulty but the young

man would not let go the other.



