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Abstract

This book aims to show why U.S. trade laws are formulated
and how effective they are by focusing on five major pieces of trade
legislation, namely, the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act of 1934,
the Trade Expansion Act of 1962, the Trade Act of 1974, the Omnibus
Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988, and the Trade Act of 2002.

This book is intended to be a comprehensive historical study
of U.S. trade laws since 1934. It not only traces the development
of major trade laws but also focuses on the policy-making process
and its substantive outcome, treating the legislation as a tangible
manifestation of complex themes in U.S. trade policy. Both political
and economic factors, international and domestic, are examined
and summarized. So are the patterns of the interplay between the
executive and legislative branches and the ways in which those
patterns of interaction affect the operation of trade laws. This research
employs case study as the main methodology coupled with historical
analysis and textual analysis, and the trade policy decision-making
models as the primary analytical tool.

This book shows that trade laws provide a legal basis for U.S.

trade policy. Trade policymakers constantly need additional legal

v



authority and guidance to manage their enlarged responsibilities.
The central purpose of U.S. trade laws is to prevent “unfair” foreign
competition from weakening the vitality of American economy.
However, the historical application of trade laws reveals that the
United States has been using its trade laws to advance its national
interest and promote foreign policy objectives at the cost of other
countries. In addition, the U.S. pursuit of a liberal 'trading system is
perpetually saddled with policy compromises. The legislative branch
and the executive branch may differ in policy consideration when it
comes to trade legislation, but they share the same goal of enhancing
U.S. competitiveness and maintaining its hegemonic position. Finally,
it turned out that the United States accomplished its greatest industrial
growth historically behind protectionist barriers. While claiming to
have opened up its trade to free competition, the United States has
proved to be a mercantilist trader who protects its industries from
imports.

This book makes a contribution to the study of U.S. trade
laws and policy in the following two aspects. First, there are few
longitudinal studies of U.S. trade laws which have closely examined
the origin, passage, and application of trade statutes, describing
changes over time and explaining the rationale behind the changes.
Second, this study focuses on the application of trade laws to develop-

an understanding of the determinants of effectiveness of trade statues.

Key Words: U.S. trade laws, trade policy, trade politics, foreign policy
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