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Preface

Comrade Xueqi isone of the veteran cadres in our educational circles and a well-
Known calligrapher. During the anti-Japanese War and Liberation War, he worked
successively in Shanxi-Hebei-Shandong—-Henan Border and North China governments. After
the establishment of the people’s country, he had worked in the Central Ministry of Education
for overten years.Atthat time | was working in the Beijing People’s Publishing House and often
met him.In the early sixties, | returned to Lanzhou and so did he to help the construction of the
northwest.He was appointed successively as the vice—president of the Gansu Education
College, Gansu Teachers University and Northwest Teachers College. He retired in 1982 due
to old age. During this period, we had been closely associated and worked together as
comrades—in —arms for more than ten years. Hence | got to know him and the way he worked
only too well. He worked diligently and was earnest and conscientious. He was rather
experienced in method of leadership. He often went deep among the masses to find out about
the situation. He was good at rallying and working together with the intellectuals. He was
amiable and easy of approach, generous to others and adhering to a democratic style of work.
He took good care of his subordinates and cared for the mass. He was modest and prudent. He
was hospitable and a brilliant conversationalist. He had the demeanour of the venerable elders
and enjoyed immense popular admiration. He was frank, sincere and very warm-hearted
towards others and was always ready to help others whenever they got into troubles.

During theCultural Revolution, he upheld the principle and was practical and realistic.
Unyielding to the evil force, he proved himself worthy of being a Party member with upright,
unselfish and open and aboveboard noble character. At the smash of the gang of four,he was
overjoyed and full of vigour. Under the leadership of the Party committee of the Northwest
Teachers College, he did a lot to adjust the relationship between comrades and unite them.
Thus it was made easy to solve some problems and won high opinion of confidence of alll
around him.

Recently, although he has been living in Beijing, many comrades of the Northwest
Teachers College still miss him very much. They often wrote each other to extend cordial
greetings. Whenever they got a chance to go to Beijing, they would visit him. He was also
concerned with things in our college. Last spring when he returned to school to have a short rest,
comrades went to see him one after another. More than three hundred comrades asked him for -
his handwriting. He’s engaged himself in educational work for scores of years and cultivated for
our country large numbers of staff in our national construction. He’s made important and
positive contribution to the founding and development of Gansu Education College as well as
to the construction of the Northwest Teachers College.

Comrade Xuegi isgood at classic Chinese poetry and has attained high in calligraphy.
In calligraphist circles his handwriting has been regarded as work of great attainments.

In orderto share with comrades having the same taste, we decided to compile and
publish this long roll of calligraphy by him so that more comrades may learn from him his
speciality, inherit and develop the art of writing, the exclusive possession of our country. | do
think that this is something of great significance. It is not only a high esteem for Comrade
Xueqi’s diligent practice and the fruit of his hard work during scores of years and encourages
the education of calligraphy, but it helps also the broad mass of young people to answer the call
put forword by Comrade Chen Yun to master the skill of writing Chinese characters done with
writing brush. Therefore I’m overjoyed to write down these words to introduce chiefly Comrade
Xueqi's experience and behaviour. The writing mirrors the writer, so do the characters. | hope
that while the youngsters are appreciating, studying and learning from him his art of writing, they
should also learn from him how he behaved and strive to be men with ideal,virtue,culture and
discipline.

by Xin Anting in June 1985
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A Brief Introduction to the Calligraphy of Comrade Ma Jingxian

Comrade Ma Jingxian,also known as Xueqi, is a member of the Communist Party of
China .He is from Baxian County,Hebei Province.He is been appointed successively as vice—
president of Gansu Education College, Gansu Teachers University and the Northwest
Teachers College. He spared no pains to attach importance to and encouraged the teaching

of calligraphy in his work.
When Comrade Xueqi was still young,his father passed away and left the family in

straitened circumstances.Comrade Xueqi taught himself.Literature and Calligraphy have
been his favourite subjects.In his art of writing he mainly imitated at first Yan style.Later he also
copied other calligraphers of various dynasties,including those of Jin and WeiDynasties as
well as those of Tang,Sung,Ming and Qing Dynasties.He absorbed and possessed the
quintessence of different schools.Besides giving prominence to the bold and vigorous strokes
but internal elegance of Yan style,he adopted ,too,the forcefulness of Youjun style,the
simplicity and plain style of writing on the Wei inscription,the natural and unstrained style of
Meishan and the exaltation and grandeur of Xiangyang.He tried his best to blaze new trails in
the structure of strokes and vary the arrangement of presentation.Thus he shaped his own
style and characteristic in calligraphy.His regulation is serious,compact and carefully
constructed;while his handwriting is of harmonious, dignified and amiable momentum just like
the author himself. The vigour of his penmanship and the liveliness of the atmosphere in his
work appears to have been carried out with or without intention.This distinguishing feature of
his is improving with the increase of his age.

His work has been many times on show in the national calligraphy exhibitions as well
as in Hongkong,Macao,Japan and many other places and won high appraisal. His auto—
graphs enjoy prestige especially in the educational and cultural circles in Gansu;they have
been selected and published in periodicals of calligraphy by the "Pan-Japanese Calligraphy
Association",the Hebei People’s Publishing House,the Gansu People,s Publishing House
and the painting and Calligraphy Publishing House in Shanghai.They can also be found in
Prime Minister Zhou Enlai Museum in Tianjin,Pu Sungling’s former residence in Zibo,Shan-
dong,Mr Fujino Museum,the Museum of the famous artist Aomula Mayeda, and the Exhi-

bition Centre of The Minerologist Ozyoxi Nagajima.

After his retirement,Comrade Xueqi lodged in Beulng and joined the Association of
Chinese calligraphers, the Painting and Calligraphy Research Association of the old ,the
Painting and Calligraphy Research Association in Beijing and some other organizations of
calligraphers.He amused himself with poems and art of writing.Once he composed a poem
chanting his mind,

Having returned in gray hairs with age,

Unconscious of tiredness in calligraphy | indulge,

My remaining years are blessed with no encumbrance hanging on,
To my satisfaction | can stillwield the writing brush freely.

Itis a real portrayal of his life. Two more lines in his poem read,

| hesitated not to write ode to the eve,

With a view to leaving sunset clouds glowing the universe.

They showed even more clearly his aspirations and thinking.

by the Calligraphy Research Association of the
Northwest Teachers College in June,1985


































