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The Outlaws in the Forest

Long ago in England, lived a famous ourla;w narned
Robin Hoed. Robin Hood lived in Sherwood Forest with
one hundred and fifty of his loyal friends. He and his men
were known throughout England for their kindness. Even
though he was an outlaw, he never harmed the people of -

the country.
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Robin Hood had a better skill with a
bow and arrow than the king s finest arch-
ers. Once, before he became an outlaw, he de-

cided to enter a contest to prove his skill,
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The contest was held by the Sheriff of Nottingham.
The man who was the best with his bow and arrow

would win a prize. The prize was a large barrel of ale.

Young Robin Hood was eager to join the contest,
For he knew that he was the best archer in this areg.
But that was not the only reason he wanted to join in. He
knew that the beautiful Maid Marion would be there,

Robin Hood hoped to impress Marion with his skill.

Robin took his finest bow, his best arrows, and set
off through the forest. He thoughi happily of Maid

Marion as he walked.

Soon, he saw a group of the king”s men dressed ali in
green. They were sitting under a large tree and eating
lunch. One of the men waved at Robin and asked

him where he was going,
“I’m on my way to Nottingham,” Robin replied.

“Nottingham?” asked the man. *What business do you

have there?”

.
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“I’m going to enter the Sheriff’s archery contest,” said
Robin.

The king’s men thought this was funny,
“How old are you?” asked one of the men.

“Barely eighteen,” said Robin, “but I’ m excellent with

a bow.”

“You’re still a baby,” replied the man. “Do you really

think you can possibly win?”

Robin’s feelings were hurt by the men’s teasing. As
the men continued to laugh at him, Robin became angry.

“I’ll bet I can shoot the best one of them,”said Robin,

pointing to a herd of deer.

“That deer?” said the man. “He’s sixty yards away. ”

“I can easily shoot him from here,” said Robin.



