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It was in the spring of 1287. The mountain wind was
blowing hard. A caravan was trudging among lofty and
precipitous mountains, and in the lead was a foreigner with an
aquiline nose and big eyes. He was Marco Polo (1254-1324),
who later became a world-famous traveler and adventurer. This
“City of Water”
Venice, set out from Beijing, passed Zhuozhou. Taiyuan, and

Italian merchant, who was born in the

Xi’ an, and got to Chengdu; he was the first European to have
reached the southern Silk Road. After tens of travel-worn days,
he felt his abilities falling short of his wishes amid all those
continuous mountains. It was right then that as if by magic, a
lovely and peaceful plain spread out suddenly before his eyes.
And more importantly. he saw a flourishing and bustling city.
Marco Polo walked in the streets and saw rivers, big
and small, merging by the streets and people
moving in an endless stream over the bridges,

which reminded him of his faraway hometown

Venice. “Thank God,” Marco Polo wrote later

in the 44th chapter of The Travels of Marco Polo,

“after such a long distance of difficult and
dangerous walk, I finally saw a city of water and a

view similar to that of my hometown.” And the name of
“Chengdu. ”
“Cheng” means

this city of water is
In Chinese, “success or successful?
udu »

City” not only boasts a long history, but also holds an unusual

and “big city ” or “capital.” This “Successful
position: latitude 30 degrees north .. an imaginary circle
marked out by geographers, it nevertheless possesses a magic
power that no other longitude or latitude could possibly rival. It
is on this circle that lie the highest Mount Everest and the
lowest Mariana Trench in the west of the Pacific Ocean; and it
is on this circle that the Yangtze River, the Mississippi River,
the Nile River, and the Euphrates River all pour into the sea. It
is also a mysterious circle, on which stand the pyramids and
Sphinx of Egypt, the mural of “god of fire and Kindlings” in
the Sahara Desert of North Africa, the Bermuda Triangle in the
Caribbean Sea. the garden in the air of ancient Babylon, Mount

E’ mei, Mount Huang, and Mount Lu of China. It was on this

L

circle that the four civilizations of ancient China, ancient
Babylon, ancient Egypt, and ancient India all gave off their
first rays of light. Why are there so many coincidences? We
feel more puzzled and curious than ever when another wonder

the Sanxingdui-Jinsha civilization created by the ancient Shu
people in Chengdu Plain of latitude 30 degrees north was
discovered -..-So many unsolved mysteries through the ages
have kindled many people * s interest in and even fascination
with this city ---

The spring in Chengdu is unusually colorful. The lasting
appeal of the city and the lingering charm of the countryside
are well blended here like milk and water, and imageries of the
classic and the modern are interweaved here just as well.
Whether you saunter in the famous Chunxi Street or in

the fascinating Jinli Street, the unique style and

indigenous design of the local architecture will
make an unforgettable impression on you. The
- cultural pluralism, which has been evolving day
Wi by day, results in many and varied ways of living
5,.',‘ here. A profound history of over 2000 years. the
"r resplendence of Jinsha culture. the stories of the
Three Kingdoms (222-280), and the beautiful writings by
Li Bai (701-762) and Du Fu (712-770) fill this city with an
enchanting cultural flavor.

Visitors often exclaim with surprise: Why has Nature
endowed Chengdu with so many desirable things? In the first
month of spring in Chengdu, there is neither yellow sand that
hides the sun from view as in Beijing nor scorching sun as in
Hainan; instead, there are pleasantly warm vernal breezes and
continuous silk-like spring rain here. In this city, which is
embraced by spring breezes, everything is full of vitality;
moistened by spring rain. grass flourishes and orioles dart. and
“The
luxuriant pink apricot flowers are busy displaying the beauty of

orchids give off a strong and pervasive fragrance.

spring on the branches,” which characterizes the silent yet
rich beauty of spring as noisily vigorous and lively. You may
ramble along the Jinjiang River, the Sha River, the Eastern
Lake, or the Northern Lake, where you can fully appreciate the



coolness of spring water and the seductive charm of all flowers. Even the
commonest practices of spring plowing, sowing and transplanting rice seedlings
in such eco-agricultural bases as the Jiangs® Vegetable Garden are endued with
a new idyllic beauty. Such spring beauty, in harmony with people ’ s cheerful
chatting and laughing, composes a sonata in which one movement falls, another
rises; like a deep-range double bass and bass drum, automobile horns blow now
and then by your ears, sounding accents of spring one after another, and hence
passion and joy permeate spring.

In Chengdu, spring rain is silk-like and mist-like; it is so invisibly fine that
you can only feel it indistinctly and so continuously mild that it seems like
certain Shu brocade infused with tender feelings; enveloped in it, the whole city
looks like a dreamlike fairyland. If you stroll around in the rain, it will touch you
softly and gently, play with you and sprinkle your hair with many a sparkling

£,

raindrop; now you are sure to have a true grasp of the romantic beauty of “a
delicate drizzle and a balmy breeze.” And the splash of rain under your feet also
feels so dreamy and poetic.

The spring in Chengdu is a sea of flowers and hence a great joy. Peach
flowers in Longquan,Pear flowers in Xinlin ,peonies in Tianpeng, Chinese roses
in Zengjia Po, tulips in the Shixiang Lake, even rape flowers all over the
mountains and fields, and the like, will all make you forget to leave and lie drunk
in the depths of the floral sea. Gardenia flowers in full bloom give off a
pervasive fragrance that floats about for ten li, iris flowers look bright-colored
and gorgeous, and yulan trees in blossom teem with silvery flowers. The people
of Chengdu will ‘gather a bunch of flowers that make one lick one * s chaps and
bring them back home; they will draw the beautiful light gauze curtain on, smell
the fragrance that penetrates the whole room, and enjoy a cheerful mood in
spring by themselves.

In these days when a soft breeze brushes your face, it is very delightful to
ride a bicycle freely through the high streets and back lanes in this city of
hibiscus. Without a destination, you just turn left or right at your sweet will,
watching this city awaken to the touch of spring and listening to the cracking
sound coming from the roadside tree * s bud. At the moment, you will become
strongly aware of how tender the spring in Chengdu is!

Although the spring in Chengdu is not as flamboyant as in Beijing, nor as
rip-roarious as in Shanghai, it can still boast certain quietness, serenity, placidity
and ease that originate from the affluence and prosperity of this *land of
abundance. ™ Everyone loves the spring in Chengdu, which is so lovely, that
nobody wants to leave once they come to Chengdu.
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