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In ancient China, what anyone wore was a symbol of status, and a representation of po-
litical and social standing. Hence, clothing and dressing were very important factors in
society back then, and bore a great significance that far surpasses what they means to us

today.

China has a long history of cloth making, and silk products were already available as early
as the Yin Dynasty. In the Zhou Dynasty, this took on a new life with colourfully printed
fabrics. But it was during the Song and Ming periods that cloth and textiles gained new

heights with artistic quality.

The patterns that have been selected for this book have been collected from the clothing
patterns of dynasties past. These include those from the Tang Dynasty, which is character-
ised by flower patterns combined with grass and nature motifs, and a vibrant and rich qual-
ity that is unmistakable. Also, there are clothing patterns from the Ming Dynasty, which
are elegant and exquisite. In fact, most patterns in Chinese opera costumes come largely

from the Ming Dynasty, showing the enduring class of these patterns.

To give these special patterns contemporary relevance, the patterns have been adapted,
recreated and refined with Adobe Illustrator and kept in a vector format, and can be easily

used by designers of any discipline, be it fashion, textile, graphic or interior design.
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[llc2s M35 Y60 K10 C20 M5 Y20 KO

¥ co mss ves ko
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Wces m7o vis ks

Chinese Dress Motifs-A001



008

Bl c3o meo veo K15 5 mi0 vao ko [Illc30 M3s vao k1o [llc1s Meo Yeo ks

W coo M0 Y50 Ko C10 M20 v20 ko [iHcs mso vas ko [lllc20 Meo vss K5

Bco m7s vo ko

B cs0 M55 Yo ko cs5 M15 vaoko  [lcs M50 Y90 ko
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Bl cs0 m70 veo k25 [llcao m3o vas k15 [ cio Moo veo ko [lfcso m3o v7o Kkis

cs m30 voo ko [l c3o maoveo k15 [l c20 m2s vao ks [cso mas ves k3o
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Blc3s v7s v7o k35 c1o mMis vao ko [l cs0 M15 Y40 K5
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lcss mss veo k70 | c20 m25 v20 ko [l c25 Mes Yo k10

B 20 mso v20 k10 [llcos Méo Y30 k20 T cas M5 Y10 KO
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15 M45 Y40 ko

[l c0 m8o ves ka5
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C25 M10 Y30 KO

Bl c20 M70 Y60 K50

Wcos mao v35 k25

- C40 M15 Y30 KO

B css mso Y20 k10

C20 M15 Y25 KO
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[ cs0 Mo a5 ko
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[ c20 w35 v80 k10 [ c10 M35 Y60 KO



013

[l c20 Mi00 Y90 k1ol C30 M40 Y75 KI5 C15 M5 Y45 KO C20 M15 Y20 K5

Ml ceo mio vas ko [llcas Mos o ko | Ic10 M30 Y25 KO

Mlc7s M35 vioo ko5 c15 M20 v30 ks [cs m3o veoko  [llcso Mso vao k3o

Chinese Dress Motifs-A007



014

ci15 mis v2oko [l ceo M35 vs0 k25

B co m9s va0 ko

Bl cs0 m6s Y5 Ko
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Bceo m3s vs ko [llcso Mo ves ko [ c15 M35 Y60 K5
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[ co mss5 Y85 Ko cs Mo ve5 ko [lc35 M50 Y5 KO
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C5 M50 Y5 KO

c25 Mo vss ko [llcs m9s ves ko C5 MO Y25 KO
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Ml o mes ves k3s [l cao m20 vs5 k5 [llces mso0 vas k2

Bl c25 mas v95 k15 [llcio M0 v35 ko c15 Mis v2oko  [llcso M5 Y70 Ks
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W15 m3s vio ks [llc7o mas v30 koo [l 20 Més Y70K5 [ C20 M20 Y30 K5
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Bcso voo vo ko [llc7o Mo 85 Ko cio mio 20 ko [llcs M75 v5 ko

Blcio mes vas ks [Ics m3o veo ko Il C50 M30 Y60 K10 | C30 M10 Y5 KO

cao ms vos ko [llc4o mao vss k2o llco mioo vs ko [l ceo Mo Y25 ko
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