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Retrospection After One Year Of The Catastrophe

It has been a huge pain to the people in the
disaster area of the "5-12" earthquake, which has
also seriously influenced the teachers and students
of our school and faculty. Simultaneously with
the catastrophe came the National Appraisal and
inspection of the architectural master degree of
architectural design and theory major. The experts of
the Appraisal witnessed the impregnable spirit of the
teachers and students in our faculty. The appraisal
didn’t stop by the disaster. The teachers like Yang
Kunli, Yang Qingjuan, and Wang Jun entered into
the blockaded educational building many times
with selfless spirit to provide related material to the
experts. We still remember the macroseism, the great
fear, the outside-sleeping, the heavy rain, and all the
information about the earthquake every day which
caused psychological shadow to all teachers and
students. Leaders of the school and the faculty always
appeared in the students at the earliest time to direct
all in the self-resistance of the earthquake. Soon,
with the support of all school leaders, all the teachers
and students restored themselves and entered the
disaster area to participate in the earthquake relief
work and post-disaster reconstruction. Over the past
year, the footprints of the teachers and students had
been all over the disaster area and all the driblets
of effort in the earthquake relief work and post-
disaster reconstruction had already made a great
achievement.

Just several days after the earthquake, the
CPC Party Secretary Gu Liya , President Chen
Chunyang, Vice-President Jiang Gefu met with the
mayor Ge Honglin of Chengdu immediately, and
plan to join in the work of the post-disaster recovery
and reconstruction. Under the direct leadership of
Gu and Chen, the faculty of architecture start the

work quickly, focus on post-quake planning of

Dujiangyan, the adjustment of regional planning
areas of Pengzhou, the plan of movable plank house
and the reconstruction of peasants's houses, and
research on the post-disaster reconstruction, etc.
Meanwhile, Vice-President Jiang Gefu lead the
leaders of our faculty to do the communication with
the Construction Department of Sichuan Province,
Chengdu Construction ‘Committee, Chengdu
Planning Committee, and the city of Guangyuan,
Pengzhou, etc. Each project had been pushed on
accompanied with the progress of the reconstruction
all the time. And the progress of each work were
also accompanied with the lasting aftershock.
In the past year, our faculty received the active
support of colleagues at domestic and abroad, and
started an extensive academic research of post-
quake reconstruction, taking part in the post-disaster
reconstruction planning and design directly. The
efforts of teachers and students left behind a lot of
moving. We compile these into a book, not only a
retrospect to the process of reconstruction, but also
hope that the future reconstruction work will benefit
a lot from it.

It is impressive because of sudden, and
should be respected because of selflessness. After
the violent earthquake, our teachers rushed to the
disaster-hit area of Longmenshan to give a guidance
to the post-disaster works and took back many
shocked photos. The team composed by Vice-
President Jiang Gefu, Vice Dean Liyi, Pro.Zhongyi,
they didn’t even give a thought to their own safety
to be there. Where was the need, where works had
been arranged well and quickly by the faculty. In
spite of the intense aftershock, Vice-President Huang
Qing, Pro.Zhongyi, Pro.Cuixu went to the disater-
hit area of Guangyuan. Vice-President Lin Anlin

even sacrificed most of the faculty activities in those



weekends. Inspector Zhaoqi of the Ministry of Construction, Pro. Yangkunli
went to Xiang’e to look over the situation of the disaster in that area and gave
some guidance to the works of reconstruction. As the member of the Experts
Team, Vice Dean Linging, Vice Dean Cuiheng went deep into the disater-hit area
for many times. ...... This was the responsibility of our major, and this was also
the duty of architecture faculty.

Our faculty is the nearest Architecture faculty from the earthquake
center, and also the most seriously one affected by the earthquake. One of our
important works is arrange and organize the academic activities and research
on post-disaster. Frequent academic activities set up a platform for domestic
and foreign scholars to assume responsibility for the reconstruction, connected
universities both at home and abroad and academia with the disaster area.
At the leadership of school and the concerted efforts of many teachers and
students, our faculty has organized a variety of post-disaster reconstruction
activities: DOMUS magazine (Chinese Edition) jointly sponsored " Special
Action Concerning Wenchuan Earthquake " series activities, which was the first
time to pay close attention to academic post-disaster reconstruction activities
in Chinese Architecture; We united a number of professional journals,such as
Time Architecture, and we held the academic meetings under the subject of
"activities of post-disaster reconstruction " . We organized "the reconstruction
of our home" national design competition together with New Architecture , and
received from more than ten countries and regions’ work with significant social
effects; hosted the " reconstruction of spiritual home - Wenchuan earthquake,
Dujiangyan memorial design "competition which was organized by" National

Directer Committee For Architecture Speciality In High Education". We

received nearly a thousand works from colleges and universities of China it
was the maximum quantity all over the nation; organized series lectures on
reconstruction from Japanese, domestic architects and the construction of
Hualin primary school , paper tube test house in Southwest Jiaotong University
; organizated professionals to gave some professional assistances in panzhihua ;
Host the meeting of “Symposium On Post-Quake Reconstruction & Archietcural
Education” directed by Educational Division of Architect Society Of China;
United Tokyo University, Keio University to carry out the concept of post-
disaster reconstruction planning Dujiangyan , Longmenshan town planning
the reconstruction of a number of ten urban and rural planning activities ; Our
college also organized many design programs such as the designs of transit
centers in Dashibao village of Xiang’e country in city of Dujiangyan, and
the designs of transit centers in Luping village of Cifeng town in the city of
Pengzhou. Besides, the institute held the Sino-Japanese exchange summit of

the architectural design with the theme of "Construct Renascence, Memorize

Cities".And the "communication about rebuild and reconstruction of landscape
after the "5-12" earthquake between China and France" the active participation
of the Sichuan Provincial Key Laboratory of Earthquake Engineering building
and so on. This series of professional activities has aroused widespread attention
around society, and those were the positive action of our faculty to give full play
to the advantages at the process of post-disaster reconstruction.

The famous Japanese architect Shigeru Ban discussed the question about
How to provide the people in earthquake safety and quick shelter with our
faculty many times, lead the volunteers of Keio University and our faculty to
build Hualin elementary school and spent almost the whole summer holiday
together with associate professor Dengjing, Yinhong, Wangmei from our faculty,
explored the construction model and method, caused extensive concern of the
society with high praise.

Our faculty also received solicitude from numerous experts and scholars.
Academician He Jingtang, Professor Qin Youguo, Professor Zhong Dekun,
Professor Wu Zhiqiang, Professor Bao Jiasheng, Professor Xia Zhujiu,
chief architect Qian Fang, Mr. Liu Jiakun, Mr. Zhu Tao , as well as French
Architecture Master Andrew, Professor Ishikawa Do Son from Tokyo University,
the Japanese architect Shigeru Ban, Professor Shen Qing from MD University,
Professor Yan Wanglin from Keio University, and other scholars at home and
abroad—they organize and take part in post-disaster reconstruction, meanwhile,
holding academic seminars to teachers and students in our faculty. Those not
only stimulated the enthusiasm of the students, but also deeply moved the entire
faculty staff and students. What we should always remember and appreciate

is the solicitude and enthusiastic greetings from other universities and foreign

‘friends to the faculty of architecture in southwest jiaotong university, the

National Dean of the architecture faculty, professors, as well as the solicitude
from the leadership of various professional journals to our faculty more than
once, and the support which were given by southwest jiaotong university
Design Institute and Civil Engineering College. Because of these concern and
encouragement, our confidence to participate in post-disaster reconstruction
strengthened!

This book is the portraiture of our faculty participate in the work of
reconstruction in the past year. It is a long way to go for the reconstruction,we
strongly look forward to work with professions in domestic and on abroad to go

on with the great enterprise of post-disaster reconstruction!

Dean of the Faculty of Architecture Southwest Jiaotong University

Zhongwei Shen
2009.4
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