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"' The Story Begun by Walter Hartright
_{of Clement’s Inn, Teacher of Drawing)

I

Itj‘&‘vas the last day of July and the long, hot summer was drawing

i0 a close. As for me, I was out of spirits, and, if the truth must be
told, out of money as well. During the past year I had not managed
my finances as carefully as usual; and I was now limited to spend-
ing the autumn economically between my mother’s cottage' at
Hampstead and my own chambers? in town.

My father had been dead some years at the period of which I
am now writing; and my sister and I were the sole® survivors of a_
family of five children. My father was a drawing-master before me.
He had been highly successful in his profession and my mother
and sister were left economically independent after his death.

The view of London below me had sunk into the black shadow
of the cloudy night, when I stood before the gate of my mother’s
cottage. I had hardly rung the bell, when the house door was opened
violently. My worthy* Italian friend, Professor Pesca, appeared in

“the servant’s place, and rushed out joyously’ to receive me.

I had first become acquainted with® my Italian friend at certain
great houses, where he taught Italian and I taught drawing. All I
then knew of the history of his life, was that he had once held a
situation in the University of Padua, that he had left Italy for political
reasons (the nature of which he declined to mention to anyone);

B e T Pl . " et " " T e T

1. cottage : small simple house, esp. in the country. R #5 s &

2. chamber: room. & %

3. sole: only. 1B—#)

4. worthy : deserving respect, of value. A %2 ¥ &, F#

5. joyously: filled with, showing or causing joy. & ¥tk ik 3, &A # 3438

6. become acquainted with: get to know sb, meet sb. personally. 4R XA, 5 X AL
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and that he had been respectably' established for many years in
London as a teacher of languages. ’ _ ‘

Without being actually a dwarf?, Pesca was, I think, the small-
est human being I ever saw out of a showroom®. It once happened
that I saved him from certain death by drowning while we were
swimming in the sea at Brighton. Afterwards he overwhelmed* me
with the wildest expressions of affection and exclaimed passionate-
ly’, in his exaggerated‘S Ttalian way, that he would hold his life hence-
forth’ at my disposal®. and declared that he should never be happy
again until he had had the opportunity of proving his gratitude.
Little did I think thal the occasion to serve me was soon to come.

Pesca’s face and manner, on the evening when we confronted
each other at my mother’s gaté, were more than sufficient to inform
me that something extraordinary had happened. He dragged me in
by both hands into the parlour’, where my mother sat by the open
window, laughing and fannihg herself. Pesca was one of her espe-
cial favourites, and his wildest eccentricities'® were always pardon-
ableé in her eyes.

“Now, my good dears,” began Pesca, “listen to me. The time has
come. | recite my good news. I speak at last.”

iy " et et g e el e . [ L T T T T LT

1. respectably: of acceptable social position; decent and proper in appearance or behaviour.
.35 F

2. dwarf: person, animal or plant that is much smaller than the normal size. % F , %1%, %
IR EL X

3. showroom: (here) freak show, museum of odd-looking people. ¥ A8 % ¥ 8§ A X &) % E

4. overwhelm : overpower with emotion, submerge. SR, B8, BF kPR

5. passionately: intensely; very. 3 ¥ , A&

6. exaggerated: make (sth.) seem larger, better, worse, etc. than it really is ; stretch (a description)
beyond the truth. &3 &, & X &

7. henceforth; from that time on. A4~

8. disposal: action of getting rid of sth. # %2 & X

9, parlour: sitting-room in a private house, esp. one where people may receive visitors or
talk privately. R E £, 577 , &% %

10. eccentricitly : instance of this; strange or unusual act or habit. ¥ # K:2
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Hear, hear'!” said my mother, humouring the joke.

“I go back into my life, and I address myself to the noblest of
men, who found me dead at the bottom of the sea, and who pulled
me up to the top. What did I say when I got into my own life and my
own clothes again? I said that my life belonged to my dear friend,
Walter, for the rest of my days. Now,” cried the enthusiastic little
man at the top of his voice, “happiness bursts out of® me at every pore
of my skin, like a perspiration®. For something has been done at
last.”

“Among the fine London houses where I teach my language,
there is a big place called Portland. The fine house, my good
dears, has got inside it: a Mamma, fair and fat; three young Misses,
fair and fat; two young Misters, fair and fat; and a Papa, the fairest
and fattest of them all, who is a mighty* merchant up to his eyes in
gold. And the golden Papa says, ‘I have got a letter here, from my
friend, who wants me to recommend a drawing-master, to go to his
house in the country. Do you know of anyone?’ At these words I can
hold no longer. 1 start from my seat as if a spike® had grown up
from the ground through the bottom of my chair—1I address myself
to the mighty merchant, and I say, * Dear sir, I have the man! The
first and foremost® drawing master of the world.” ‘Stop, stop,” says
Papa. ‘Is he a foreigner or an Englishman?’ ‘Englishman to the bone
of his back,” I answer. ‘Respectable?’ says Papa. ‘Sir,’ I say, out-
raged’, ‘the immortal® fire of genius® burns in this Enghshman’s

g Ty BP9 PP g B D M gm0t 3 g g T g D

1. hear, hear: comment used during another’s speech, ing “well-said”. $LAF4F

2, burst out of: move suddenly and forcibly in the specified direction; appear suddenly from
somewhere. R MBEAGRX—F @B, AELERHA

3. perspiration: sweat. 7T, #F K

4. mighty: powerful; strong. & X 49, & /8

5. spike: sharp point. (&4 . K# ¥8#9) KRk

6. foremost : in the first position. & T # 1%

7. outraged ; showing strong or anger. U149, iR 49

8. immortal : living for ever. R #5149

9. genius: exceptionally great mental or creative ability. X #
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bosom'.’ ‘Never mind,” says the golden barbarian® of a Papa. ‘We
don’t want genius in this country unless it is accompanied by
respectability. C an your friend produce letters to testify to his
character?’ ‘Volumes of letters, if you like!’ I cry. But enough of
that. Here I am with the mighty merchant’s letter of commission in
my hand.”

My mother rose, the moment he had finished speaking, with flushed
cheeks and bright eyes, and shook the little man’s hand warmly. “My
dear, goodPesca,” she said, “I never doubted your true affection
for Walter — but I am more than ever persuaded of it now.”

Although I myself was grateful for Pesca’s kindness, my spirits
were not as improved as they should have been by the prospect of
the future employment now placed before me. When I had thanked
the professor, I asked to be allowed to look at the note of terms
which his respectable patron® had drawn up for my inspection®. It was
plain and straightforward and informed me that Frederick Fairlie,
Esquire®, of Limmeridge House, Cumberland, wanted to engage the
services of a thoroughly competent® drawing-master for a period of
four months certain. His duties would be to superintend’ the in-
struction of two young ladies in the art of painting in water-colours;
and to devote his leisure time to the business of re pairing and
mounting? a valuable collection of drawings. The terms offered to the
person who should perform these duties were four guineas® a week.
He would live at Limmeridge House, and be treated as a gentleman.

It was certainly an attractive offer, and yet, when I had read the

By g g g T g T o g o o= Wipy J e

1. bosom: person’s chest. (A&7 )8 ¥

2. barbarian: (person who is)primitive, coarse or cruel. ¥ & &9, iﬁ-ﬂ-‘ﬁ—iﬂ.&ﬁ‘l

3. patron: person who gives money or other support to a person, cause, activity, etc. ®BHA

4. inspection: examining or being examined. £, A&

5. Esquire: title of a gentleman, landowner. F 4k % F #§ 4k

6. competent; capable. #& T 85, L B4£#)

7. saperintend : manage and control (workers, their work, etc); supervise. & %

8. mount: increase. i& ¥

9. guinea: old-fashioned money=£1.05. Four guineas a week was a lot of money. (3 B 8 &
B £ OF 93
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note, I felt an inexplicable' unwillingness® within me to go. Yet Pesca
was so obviously and sincerely oveljoyed at having found this op-
portunity for me, that I managed to be heartily ashamed of my re
luctance’, and promised to send references as soon as possible. I did
so the next morning and four days later a letter of acceptance arrived
requesting me to start for Cumberland immediately. Pesca came
the evening before my departure’ to bid® me goodbye “Go, my friend.
Marry one of the two young Misses; become Honourable Hartright,
M.P& and when you are at the top of the ladder, remember that

' ”

Pesca, at the bottom, has done it all!

1

When I was left alone again I walked to the Hampstead cottage

and bid my mother and sister goodbye. It was nearly midnight when I
left them and started off across the heath on my way back to
London. The moon was large and full in the dark, starless sky. I
wound’ my way slowly over the heath®, enjoying the stillness of the
scene until I reached the Finchley Road and came to a crossing. I
had mechanically’ turned down the road to London, when, in one
moment, every drop of blood in my body was brought to a stop by the
touch of ahand, laid lightly and suddenly on my shoulder from behind
me.

I turned on the instant, with my fingers tightening around the
_handle of my stick. There, in the middle of the road, stood a solita;rg
woman, dressed from head to foot in white. There was a L

B T e T T . TR I “H g g . i " o iy

1 inexpllcable that cannot be explamed i’;i&-ﬁ-# L
2. unwillingness: not willing or inclined to do sth; reluctant. K & & , * &
3. reluctance: unwillingness. & # &
" 4. departure: go away. & 7, # &
5. bid; sth. as a greeting, etc. P.(F14& 3748 ¥ 8§ F)
6. MLP.; Member of Parliament. i BE (X 48 T #LBE)
7.wound: wind 8t -k X, BAEB, FHaR AN OB R WL
8. heath: flat wasteland covered with low bushes. b (L H KA £ 2 4L)
9. mechanically; acting (as if) without thinking, in 2 machine-like way. (48 A )i fksk, FiLHe
10. solitary: without companions. ¥ %43
11. grave: serious. /& 49
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expression on her face and her hand pointed to the dark cloud
over London.

I was so startled’, that I remained silent and the strange woman
spoke first.

“Is that the road to London?” she said.

I looked attentively at her. It was then nearly one o’clock. All
I could see by the moonlight, was a colourless, youthful face, thin
and sharp to look at; large, grave, sad eyes and light hair, of a
pale, brownish? colour. There was nothing wild, nothing immodest®
in her manner: it was quiet, self-controlled, a little melancholy’,
and a little suspicious. Her dress—bonnet’, shawl® and gown’ were
all of white. What sort of woman she was, and how she came to be
out alone in the high-road at such a late hour, I failed to guess.

“Did you hear me?” she said still quietly and rapidly. “I asked
if that was the way to London.”

“Yes,” I replied, “that is the way: it leads to St. John’s Wood
and the Regent’s Park. You must excuse me, I was rather startled

by your sudden appearance.”

“You don’t suspect me of doing anything wrong, do you? I
have met with an accident—I am very unfortunate in being here
alone so late.”

She spoke with unnecessary earnestness® and agitation’. I did
my best to reassure’® her. “Pray don’t suppose that I have any idea

gy gy et g B H LR . " "y " s e T T e T

1. startled; surpriesd. 4% (A % 3b 4 ) ¥ T &K "F—%

2. brownish: tending towards brown; fairly brown. # # &,4% , 24X & 4%

3. immodest: indecent or not proper; not modest, esp. concerning sexual behaviour. 7+ # #9,
Ky Y3

4. melancholy: sad. ARG, AR 9

5. bonnet: womans’s hat. (B % FRE)ERAT ARG T

6. shawl: piece of material to cover the shoulders. (% A )3 A& , @

7. gown; dress. B (LI THHRB S FHRM)

8. earnestness: (too) seriousness, determination. (X )iA K, %d&

9. agitation : disturbed state of mind or feelings; anxiety. &

10. reassure: remove sb’s fears or doubts; make sb. confident again. ¥ Bk A ¢ B Ut & 8
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of suspecting' you. I wish only to be of assistance to you, if I can.
You see, I was startled because I thought the road was empty.”

“I heard you coming and hid to see what sort of man you were be-
fore I risked speaking. May I trust you?” She stopped in confusion,
shifted her bag from one hand to the other and sighed bitterly.

The loneliness and helplessness of the woman touched me. “You
may trust me for any harmless purposes,” I said. “I have no right to
ask you for any explanations. Tell me how I can help you.”

“You are very kind. I have only been in London once before, and
know nothing about it. Can I get a carriage of any kind? Is it too late?
I have a friend in London who will be glad to receive me. Will you
help me get a carriage and then promise to leave me as soon as I
ask you?”

What could I do? Here was a strange and forlorn?> woman, utterly®
and helplessly at my mercy. “Will you promise?” she repeated.

“Yes.”

One word! The little familiar word that is on everybody’s lips®,
every hour of the day. And I tremble’® now when I write it!

We set our faces towards London and walked on together. I was
too bewildered® to speak to my compaion for some minutes, and it
was she that broke the silence. “I want to ask you something,” she
said suddenly. “Do you know many men of rank and title’ in Lon-
don?”

“Some,” I said after a moment’s silence.

~ Shelooked at me searchingly® “Many men of the rank of Baronet*?”

T T I e T a0 g gy o T T T T T T

1. suspect: feel doubt about (sb. or sth.); mistrust. R (XA KX Fih), R154%

2. forlorn: sad and abandoned. #.1% % & 7% 65,4 & F 49

3. utterly: completely. %4 3,51 K3k

4. lip: either of the fleshy edge of the opening of the mouth. % &

5. tremble: quiver. ¥4

6. bewildered: puzzled, perplexed. ¥ % #)

7. of rank and title: of a high position in society. #4343 % #

8. searchingly: keen and penetrating; seeking the truth. & % 3¢ & 4§

9. Baronet: member of lowest British hereditary titled order. & % # (% H# % 13 ¥ R /%
Fawitbd REEFRZIT)

4 7k 5™




»
© mizaE - HREEE RS

.'..I...I.........l......._‘...Q...,O......

“Why do you ask?”

“Because I hope for my own sake, that there is one baronet
that you don’t know.”

“Will you tell me his name?”

“I can’t—I daren’t!” She spoke loudly, almost fiercely'. “Tell
me which of them you know.” I could hardly refuse, so I mentioned
three names of families where I had taught. “Ah! You don’t know
him,” she said with a sigh® of relief. “But don’t ask me to talk of
him. I have been cruelly treated and I cannot speak of it.”

We walked on again in silence until she asked, “Do you live in
London?” ‘

“I do, but tomorrew I am going to live in Cumberland.”

“Cumberland,” she repeated the word tenderly’. “I was once
happy there. I was born in Hampshire, but I went to school for a little
while in Limmeridge village.” I was amazed and stopped in astonish-
ment’. “Did you hear anyone calling after us?” she asked, looking
fearfully up and down the road.

“No, no. I was only struck by the name of Limmeridge House I
heard it mentioned by some Cumberland people a few days ago.”

“Ah! Not my people. Mrs Fairlie is dead; and her husband is dead;
and their little girl may be married and gone away by this time. I
only know that, if any of them are left there, I love them for Mrs
Fairlie’s sake.”

At last we were approaching® a cab-stand® and I saw a cab draw
up. I opened the door for her and she jumped in with breathless’

Sy sl T T T T oo g Wi e g gy g

1. fiercely: violent and angry. *i4& 3, % 4.3k

2. sign: take a long deep breath that can be heard, expressing sadness, tiredness, relief, etc.
LS -3

3. tenderly: lovingly; gently. %413k, B %&b

4, astonishment : great surprise. 7% ¥

5. approach: come near or nearer to (sb./sth.) in space or time. (/& % i & # ¥ E)BiE, %
E(RA/XEH)

6. cab-stand : a rank of hiring a horse-drawn carriage. i #8.% % 35

7. breathless: tense; making one hold one’s breath. % 7K #; 4k A B 42 =f- K #
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