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VOA News in Special English
: Listening Drills
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INTRODUCTION

The Voice of America in Washington broadcasts several
slow speed radio progra.ns known as SPECIAL ENGLISH.
The program THIS IS AMERICA reports on life in the U-
nited States. It tells about America’s people. places, gov-
ernment and culture. SCIENCE IN THE NEWS reports
on the latest developments in technology, medicine, health-
care and the environment. SPACE AND MAN reports on
research of both outer space and the inner space of the hu-
man body. The program THE MAKING OF A NATION
tells the history of the United States. AMERICAN MOS A-
IC is a radio magazine. It includes reports on the American
music groups, writers, sports and students’ life in the Unit-
ed States. AMERICAN STORIES are adaptations of short
stories written by American authors. And TUNING IN
THE USA by Maxwell MacMillan is a program to help vou

improve your English.
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Unit One

Enviroment Report

——— Aluminum

Vocabulary:

1.

VPRI A W

b ek et e b emd md ek
N o UVw s LW =o

aluminum [?’lu: minam] n. §§
environmental {in.vairan’mentl] a. 3384
aluminum oxide [oksaid] n. ¥ {L45

alumina [?/lu:mina] n. §5M 1

mineral ['minaral] a. ¥89; BEV YR
bauxite ['ba: ksait] n. L (GRESBHEE)
ruin [ru: in] vt. ffiseeeeeBF K

poison [‘poisan] vt. BE; BHT ~
bath [bz8] n. (TIEFP) MAEEAHLTF
aluminum fluoride [flo: raid] n. #{{L5R

. electrical [’lektrikl] a. HifY
. current [’kArant] n. L)

. electricity [ilek’trisiti] n: H§
. oxygen [9ksid32n] n. &

. metal 'metl] n. &8

. kilowatt hour n. FF,/ M}
. dam [d2m] n. 7K31



18. power company n. B}/ H]
19. flood [flad] vt. PAZKE 35
20. government ['gavanmant] n. BUF
21. aluminum producer n. §34E= &K
22. rate [rcit] n. L3
at the same rate PARIHERI LR
. 23. citizen [/sitizan] n. B R
24 ore[o: In. WA
25. reusc [ri’ju: z] vt. EFEH

[(HHRMLE]

1. Worldwatch Institute '
tH R RARHIA.  MERIERE.

2. Lake Erie fFH|#

JeEAAMYENRE. K. B AEAXENAY.
BARRE. EXEABERERMN, JCAmERZXIE. ¥
Fiik 58, 770 FH AR (FEFEMEAR 25, 667 Fra
H). HREMREE. KIS SEFERMEReRfmE
A KN FRSBEMNIAHEY. RSEPEMGR, U
BRI RK. MTERHR 170 %, THRE 18 K, HFEN 64
X, HEFHOYOKEWEEB. HIBhX Tk EEERBUK
LEfR (SR, BKRA. B A%, EEEOARE
Rse s, BHE AL, AEFRMEXRIRARE.
20 42 60 44X, FREFRSFSMEN KX L. F) 20
k42 70 AEARIEHARRIRN] . WiLRH ZAAERL
H (k).




Exercises:

I. Listen to the Environment Report and answer the follow-
ing questions.

1. What is aluminum used to make?

2. What is aluminum oxide called?

3. Inwiat place is alumina heated after it is removed?

4. Why is a powerful electrical current sent through the
mixture?

5. How many kilowatt hours of electricity is used in the -

world aluminum industry in 1990?

6. How much do the French citizens pay for a kilowatt
hour?

II. Listen to the Environment Report again and decide
whether each of the following statements is true or false.
— 3 v—



1. The private American organization is called
Worldwatch Institute.

2. Alumina is a substance which is contained in the miner-
al bauxite.

3. An aluminum fluoride is a bath in which alumina has to
be heated.

‘4, To get aluminum metal, a powerful electrical current is
needed to separate aluminum from oxygen.

5. In order to develop aluminum industry the United
States and Canada have built huge power plants on ma-
jor rivers.

6. Canadian aluminum companies pay about 12 cents for a
kilowatt hour of electricity.

7. Producing new aluminum metal from old aluminum
products needs much more electricity.

8. Most other French companies must pay 18 cents for a
kilowatt hour of electricity.

9. The world industry will turn to reusing old aluminum
products.

10. Digging bauxite from the earth can damage a lot of land
and use a lot of electricity.

II. Fillin the blanks with the words you hear on the tape.

Producing new , metal from old alumi-
num takes about 6% as electri-
city as it is necded to aluminum from

Worldwatch  says the aluminum
—_— 4 —-—



costs by

o

will make a bigger to reduce
old aluminum products if it was

to pay more for its




Unit Two

Science Report

——— Dyslexia
Vocabulary »
1. stupid ['stju: pid) a. BIENY; HH
2. disability [disa/biliti] n. Tt T 5%
3. dyslexia ["dislcksia] n. RHEER AE
dyslexic [“dislcksik] adj. BHTERXER
cause [ko: z] n. ER; &5
match [matf] vt. {FeeeeeeFHAL;  fieeeeee 3T
in addition to -2 5b
genetic [d3i'netik] a. JRFEF 1
treatment [“tri: tmant] n. 1§37
effective [i’fektiv] a. B AR89
10. involve [in’valvla. 5; WX
11. prevent [pri‘vent] vt. B 1k; FiBH
12. severe [si’via] a. JEEHY; RIZIH
13. intellegent [in’telid3ont] a. FEFRSSRAY; EREAMY

© ° N w s

Exerciscs: _
I. Answer the following questions according to the tape.
— 6 —



. What does dyslexia refer to? Is it an English word?

Give some examples of the symptoms of dyslexia.

According to some experts, why do dyslexics hgvc read-
ing and writing problems?

What makes it extreamely difficult or impossible for
dyslexics to lcarn the sounds of their language?

What is the result of studies of families?

Why is it very important to discover if a person is suffer-
ing from dyslexia at a young age?

Describe one of the treatments for dyslexics.

Do experts belicve that dyslexic people arc stupid?




II. Fill the blanks with the words you hear on the tape. .
Experts do not what makes dyslexic

different.  Studies of families

that it can be from parents to
their . But there may be other,
in addition to ‘ ones. One re-
sent study - that dyslexics’ brains can not use
that changes quickly. For , in
the word “baby”, the “bs” sounds [b] [b), the "a”
and “y” are [beibei]. The researchers
children with language . The
children could hear the between the long
sounds, but not the short sounds
“b” and "d”. may have trouble

and reading short sounds of



bl

© 2N

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Unit Three

The Making of a Nation (1)

Vocabulary
1.

silver ['silvaja. ($5Tf) 4BAfify .

silver standard- (#5Tf1) 4RAM:

issue [‘isju: 1 n. 138 Fib K

presidential [.prezi’den{l] a. S5

election [i'lekfan] n. T2

standard ['stzndad] n. (B¢TFIEH) AL

gold standard A
value ['valju: ] n. #ME
bug [bag] n. FFREIFH: eeor *

investor [in’vesta] n. #¥5&
silver right [rait] n. {BAf X IH
debate [di‘'beit] n. §+ip; P
depression [di’prefan] n. NES; FE ()
withdraw [wid’dro: ] vt. ¥g[E]l; EE
oppose [o'pauz) vt. ;I3 B3
legislation [.led3isleifan] n. 335 il
threaten ['Oretn] vt. Bifh
Democrat ['demakr2t]n. (EH) BER%R
— 9 —_—



17. traitor [treita] n. 3168 LHEHR

18. candidate [k&ndidit] n.f&EA

19. Republican [ri’pablikan]n. (FEH) HEfEKER
©20. likely [aikli] a. fRETEE

21. Ohio n. fBZHEM -

[(HRMEE] :
1. Democratic Party BEF®

RERRXEWKBEZ — HFHRHEERS, N 20
42 30 B0, A CIRRBIH T XESRTY AR, %
P REME 1792 £, 4at, —AM2EHMERER, U
RFEHRfATHE R T - A, BERMEEEE.
A MYH R, Bl 19 #4230 £R A - BARBER
%, wBELEEER, ARANE. REEX-FFHEER
SPRA MR, B 1801 EREB L BLERT AR
HEGE. PUE 404, BE—HARITEAHE. 1860 £P
BETS, REXSZALTBAERREIR. —EHD 1876 423
A fE TR e 2 h iy e, 1876 SE R EREH, DT
HAE, WFFEITRREABRME. 19744 12 4, RE
WU EATSR TR ESW, AT RENE EE-BXR
HMHE, '

2. Recpublican Party  3Ef15%

HAEFIHRERR. KERKBREZ— EBER. 3
FISET 1854 42 7 AEBHREMARTEREIL. 20, —itt
BN, BERAMERZILIRMA, RASLAESL
F. X—GHRG| T AL EIZEAREDR RS RE R E
SC” B AT — SR AT B K ) 2 B T 3 07 B 2R A 9



