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After studying this unit, you'll be able to

e get the general idea of a passage by means of skimming;

e get to know the writing technique of listing;

e understand more about college education.

Starter

When it comes to college education, we have in mind these questions:

—Does it mean teaching students useful skills?

—Does it mean conveying knowledge to students?

—Are there any differences between middle school education and college education?

— Does it mean conveying knowledge, developing practical skills and cultivating positive
attitudes?

—To learn practical skills, can we simply go directly to companies or factories to “learn

by doing™?



HARE DRKE

Passa ge A

=< INTRODUCTION

For an individual, college education means a lifelong influence. For a nation, college

education means more than “producing” qualified labour forces.

The Value of a College Education

Questioning whether you should go to college? Here are four ways that

a college education will make you a better person:
1. It is likely to make you more prosperous .
2. It will give you a better quality of life.
3. It will be something you can pass on to your childrén.
4. It makes you a major contributor to the world’s economy.
First things first. The lifetime income of families headed by individuals®

of families headed by those with a high-school diploma’, according to the
Postsecondary® Education Opportunity Research Letter (PEORL). The U.S.
Census® Bureau tells us that in 1999, average income for a male aged 25 or
over who holds a bachelor’s degree was about $61,000, compared to about
$32,000 for a male with a high-school diploma—so the college graduate’s

income was about $29,000 more annually® than the high-school grad’s.

A college education is an extraordinarily profitable investment’.
Every dollar spent on a young man’s college education produces $34.85 in
increased lifetime income. Any Wall Street stockbroker® would envy that
kind of investment yield>—especially these days. You say you can’t afford
to go to college? The Postsecondary Education Opportunity Research Letter

says you can’t afford not to.

John G. Ramsay, a professor at the Perlman Center for Learning and
Teaching, said that the credentials'® you gain with a college education

“are about setting yourself apart, being employable, and becoming a

1. prosperous: adj. &

B5)]: 5}

2. individual: n. ™ A

with a bachelor’s degree will be about $1.6 million more than the incomes

3. diploma: n. 3%

4, postsecondary: adj.
X%

5. census: n. it

i 6. annually: adv. —4

—ik
7. investment: n. ¥r%
8. stockbroker: n. =
BN
9. yield: n. F=8, W3

10. credential: n. I+



legitimate'' candidate for a job with
a future. Strong credentials trigger'
that magical set of middle class

LR 1)

‘firsts’,” Ramsay said, “the first
real-world job, the first non-student
apartment, the first new car, and
of course, the first loan payments.
Weak credentials can be painful reminders of a string'’ of misfortunes: poor
advice, money problems, bad decisions, and wasted time.”

Next, quality of life. Is there anyone who wouldn’t like to live a longer,
healthier life? Studies show that, compared to high-school graduates, college
graduates have: :

—Ilonger life spans'*

—better access to health care

—better dietary'” and health practices

—greater economic stability and security

—more prestigious'® employment and greater job satisfaction

—greater participation in artistic activities

—more book purchases'’

—agreater community service and leadership

—more self-confidence :

The third point is that a college education is a legacy'® for your children.
The idea of having children may be as remote'® to you as the international
space station, but trust us, your college education will benefit your children.
Research shows that children of college-educated parents are healthier,
perform better academically’®, and are more likely to attend college
themselves than children of those with lower educational attainment. :

Fourthly, more money and greater quality of life for you and your
children aren’t the only reasons for a college education. Education is the
cornerstone of the world’s development. We must ensure that our whole :
population receives an education that will allow full and continuing
participation in this dynamic’' period of economic history.

Without college, you may be left out. The relationship between a
college education and success will become more and more significant in our
information-driven global economy. Technology and the information age are
not the only reasons to be well educated; the trend is toward multiple jobs

P

i 14,

P21

e

legitimate: qdj, &
&R, E4H
.trigger: v. 8%k,
flk

13. string: n. —&3, —
fr
life span: n. FHfy

. dietary: n. Tk
HE

. prestigious: adj. B
iREH

. purchase: n. 3K

. legacy: n. i W4y
.remote: adj. &L
#

. academically: adv.

#ARE

dynamic: adj. 75
& Hiy
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and even multiple careers, and higher education prepares you to make the

transitions® to new fields. 22.transition: n. ¥
Your education builds a foundation for your development—for our e, T

nation’s development, and for the development of our global community—

which leads to the last point.

(603 words) §

1. Give a short answer to each of the following questions.

1) According to the author, what are the symbols or basic elements for the middle class?

2) What are the key criteria for the quality of life according to the author?

3) What does “cornerstone” mean in this passage?

4) What does “You say you can’t afford to go to college? The Postsecondary Education
Opportunity Research Letter says you can’t afford not to” mean?

2. Fill in the table with the words or expressions given below.

high possibility, low possibility, more, less, higher, lower, stronger, weaker, greater, smaller,

longer, shorter, easy, difficult

Individuals with Individuals with
college education middle-school diploma
Income higher lower

Credential

Transitions of profession

Multiple careers

Multiple jobs
Self-confidence
Participation in artistic activities

Job satisfaction

Access to health care

Life span

Real-world job

Bad decisions

New car

Loan payment
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3. Discuss the following questions.

1) Are there any more benefits of college education in addition to the four items mentioned in
the passage?

2) What is your opinion on college education?

3) Why could college education help students have higher income in the future?

Passa ge B -

............................‘........................‘................

INTRODUCTION

Sports in university play a very important role in college education to build students’
character. Read the following text and learn the opinions of some American educators.

T
AR TEXT

Another Education in University

Educators in America believe that sports in university are a kind of
education. The idea that organized sports build character is a Western
tradition dating from ancient Greece.
Organized sports, classified into two categories', competitive sports 1. category: . Ffr2k
and club sports, are a valuable and productive use of a young person’s time.
Sports, in short, are a kind of education, teaching important life skills that
can’t be learned in other forms.
Competitive sports, at least, may help some players to be sport stars
on campus. Ideas about the educational value of competitive sports vary
widely. For some, sports foster’ the social development of young people, 2. foster: v. @it
teaching the young how to interact’ with their peers outside the classroom. 3.interact: v. B4
Sports teach students what it means to compete—how to cope with losing, e, 13
how to respond gracefully to success. Sports are about teamwork, how to
work together toward a common goal. Sometimes they’re about developing

a sense of self-esteem". i 4. self-esteem: n. B ¥
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Young students, energetic,
rambunctious’, long to kick and
throw things and tackle® each
other, and the fields of organized
play offer a place in which to act
out these impulses. The time
spent on the athletic fields is meant

to be productive. Conscientious’

coaches seek to impart lessons in teamwork, self-sacrifice, competition, ; .

gracious winning and losing. Some bold® advocates claim that competitive

sports build character.

Education is an important theme in youth athletics in the U.S.
Universities—Princeton, Harvard, Rutgers, Yale—were the birthplaces of
American football and baseball; education—the formation of “character”—
was an important part of what those coaches and players thought they
were achieving. In 1913, when football was almost outlawed’ in the U.S.,
the game’s most prominent'® figures traveled to Washington and argued
successfully that football was an essential part of the campus experience and

that the nation would be robbed of its boldest young men, its best potential

leaders, if the game was banned.

The athletic fields become less a place to learn about soft values like
teamwork than about hard self-discipline and competition. Competitiveness,
after all, is prized highly by Americans. For a young student, being cut
from the hockey'' team or denied a spot on the swimming is a grave
disappointment—and perhaps an opportunity for emotional or spiritual

growth.

institutions, unselective and welcoming (at least in theory) of different
levels of ability. Basketball or football teams are places where the ethos"
of competition is given still stronger emphasis. Although the coaches still
consider themselves as educators, the sports they oversee are not simple
extensions of the classroom. They are important social institutions, for
football games bring young people together. Sometimes club sports are
simply about finding a healthy way to tire hyperactive'* boys and girls out
so they’ll sit still in class or get to bed at a reasonable hour. An important

question in modern society: how to balance this wish to be inclusive'® with

Club sports in university, by contrast, are basically egalitarian'?

5. rambunctious: adj.

pizexilio)

6. tackle: v. $£1{%, H

f, HeE

7. conscientious: adj.

R
8. bold: adj. FABHY

9.outlaw: v. EAf -
AL

10. prominent: adj. 3&
&0, RHE

11. hockey: n. BifEER

12. egalitarian: adj. F
RANFEEY

13. ethos: n. ¥&55#, M
5

14. hyperactive: adj. i
;47 53:8)

15. inclusive: adj. F&
iy, BLIERY
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the need to maintain authentic'® competition and play to win? This is indeed i 16. authentic: adj. K 1E

an important question in all walks of life and in any country.

1.

Give a short answer to each of the following questions.

Pow
(546 words) i

1) How many categories can sports be classified into according to the passage?
2) Where were the birthplaces of American football and baseball?
3) Why did the football game’s most prominent figures go to Washington in 1913?

4) What are the main characters that the competitive sports can foster?

5) Which country in the world prizes the competitiveness highly according to the author?

6) What are the basic functions of club sports in university?

Compare the competitive sports and club sports by filling in the table with the information

given in the text.

Competitive sports

Club sports

Members

Character foster

Basic functions

Discuss the following questions.

1) Have you ever heard of the expression “fair play”? What does it mean?
2) Why can competitive sports foster the spirit of self-sacrifice? Can you give an example?
3) Do you often participate in competitive sports or club sports in your college? If the answer 13

no, what other activities do you take part in?



