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A Study of Hu Xu’s Theory Regarding the Book of Changes
By Dr YEE WAI SENG

ABSTRACT

The thesis presents a study on Hu Xu’s $38 Yixue 5, learning. It
analyses his thought on the Book of Changes Ji] 5 in regard to the tiandao
XiE (way of heaven and earth) and rendao AI& (human nature).

Hu Xu (1655-1736) lived in the period of Qing dynasty China. He was
a native of the Guangshan county of Henan province (Ji/F§ 44 Jt: (L &). Hu
Xu had produced a voluminous copy of writings on the Book of Changes.
Nevertheless, his Yijing 5% learning has yet to be sufficiently documented
by scholars. This thesis attempts to conduct a systematic study on the man
and his thought by focusing on the official career, background of academic
training and theory on the Book of Changes of Hu Xu. The objective of the
research is to attain a balanced evaluation of his contribution in the history
of Yijing learning.

This thesis argues that although scholars pay relatively less attentions
on Hu Xu, he had in fact developed a unique theory on the Book of Changes.
It shall focus its discussion on the following aspects to exemplify the point.
Firstly, Hu Xu’s understanding of the concepts of xiang % (image), shu #
(numerology) and /i ¥ (principle), and his endeavour in dissolving the
age-long debate on these issues in the history of Yijing learning. Secondly,
Hu Xu’s ideas on the yitu 5 & (diagram of Yi) and guayao X (hexagram
lines) and his attempt in applying them to construct his theory on the
metaphysics of heaven, man and earth.

The basic sources of this research are the original writings of Hu Xu,
such as his Zhouyi hanshu J& % B 45, Baoputang shiji BB %5
Baoputang wenji T ¥ % 3£, and other historical documents. The
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materials on the biography of Hu Xu are partly collected from my field trip
to the homeland of the subject.

The appendices of the thesis aim to provide additional details on the
life and thought of Hu Xu. Including, a trace of the legacy of Han dynasty
Yijing scholars on Hu Xu’s learning; the state of Hu Xu’s personal works
and collections (& & /F & Wi 1% L), the historical documents that
recorded the major events on Hu Xu (1 #32EFT W.3C#R%13R), a list of Hu
Xu’s students (& #1] A\ 4% #), the field work report of Hu Xu conducted in
Guangshan (3% 101) and a chronological record of Hu Xu life history (#1#
Fik).
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