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Abstract

This book is a survey and analysis of the development of the
Chinese workers’ civil right. The author collects and probes into
great deal of data of the democratic elections of Chinese trade u-
nions at grass level since the 1990s, especially the case of SD
Company’s trade union election which once was the news focus.

The author argues that the conception and growth of both
the workers’ civil right consciousness and behavior is the most
significant achievement of the recent trade unions elections.

In the modern China, democratic elections often have not
been normally held, but recent trade union elections at grass-root
level go out of the impasse. There are many reasons for this phe-
nomenon. The most important one is that union members’ rights
gradually gain the character of that of citizens-we can call it the
growth of civil rights. The rights with this character are embod-
ied by independence and bargaining capacity on the one hand, and
are endowed with responsibility and the spirit of co-operation on
the other. Therefore, they are able to guarantee the democracy
of elections while prevent the abuse of the freedom.

Moreover, the growth of workers’ civil rights enriches the

colorful picture of the growth of a civil society.
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