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Preface

I am delighted to see the Chinese version of this prize winning book “Witness to
AIDS” by Justice Edwin Cameron published in China. I am glad that the Chinese au-
dience has now the opportunity to read this book which is a personal account of the
fight against the disease and a ring sight view of the AIDS pandemic.

Edwin Cameron is a Judge of the South African Constitutional Court, a human
rights lawyer, and an internationally-renowned campaigner in the fight against AIDS
and discrimination. He is openly living with HIV and is a courageous man whom I
deeply respect and admire both as a friend and as a tireless advocate in the fight a-
gainst AIDS.

At the invitation of the Chinese government, Judge Cameron visited China in fall
2008. Through his inspiring discussions with Chinese government officials, the pri-
vate sector, students and university professors, civil society and people living with
HIV, Judge Cameron, together with former Vice Minister of Health Dr Wang Long-
de, called for zero-tolerance of stigma and discrimination against people living with
HIV if China’s response to AIDS is to be successful.

Judge Cameron spoke relentlessly that there is one thing in common about the
HIV epiliemic globally that is the terrible, disabling and overwhelming problem of
stigma. “People are sick and dying of AIDS and all of it is unnecessary” , he pointed
out during his visit to China.

In China, the AIDS epidemic remains a formidable challenge and several factors
are fuelling the epidemic, including shame, fear, stigma and discrimination associated
with AIDS. A recent survey conducted by Renmin University with the support of UN-
AIDS revealed high level of stigma and discrimination against people living with HIV
among the adult population in 6 urban centres in China: ‘

41% would be unwilling to work in the same place with people living with HIV;

48% of interviewees would not be willing to have a meal with people living with HIV;
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26 % would not shake hands with people living with HIV.

When prominent people lead by example, like Judge Cameron when they actively
promote tolerance and reject stigma and discrimination—one of the biggest obstacles to
winning the fight against AIDS disappears.

Let us do by learning from Judge Cameron making our personal commitment and
doing whatever each of us can do to win the battle against the epidemic, without
which, we will not be able to create a harmonious society free of HIV in our time and

for the many more generations to come.

Dr. Bernhard Schwartliinder
Country Coordinator UNAIDS China
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