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Narcissus is said to have been a young man of wonderful beauty,

but intolerably proud, fastidiou d disdainful. Pleased with &

himself and despising all others, he led a so

litary life in the woods

and hunting grounds; with a few companions to whom he was

all in all: followed also wherever he went by a nymph called Echo
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NARCISSUS; OR SELF-LoOVE

Sir Francis Bacon

Narcissus! is said to have been a young man of wonderful beauty,
but intolerably proud, fastidious, and disdainful. Pleased with himself
and despising all others, he led a solitary life in the woods and hunting
grounds ; with a few companions to whom he was all in all2; followed al-
so wherever he went by a nymph called Echo®. Living thus, he came by
chance one day to a clear fountain, and (being in the heat of noon) lay
down by it; when beholding in the water his own image, he fell into such
a study and then into such a rapturous admiration of himself, that he
could not be drawn away from gazing at the shadowy picture, but re-
mained rooted to the spot till sense left him; and at last he was changed
into the flower that bears his name; a flower which appears in the early
spring; and is sacred to the infernal deities, — Pluto*, Proserpine®, and
the FuriesS.

In this fable are represented the dispositions, and the fortunes too,
of those persons who from consciousness either of beauty or some other
gift with which nature unaided by any industry of their own has graced
them, fall in love as it were with themselves. For with this state of mind
there is commonly joined an indisposition to appear much in public or en-
gage in business; because business would expose them to many neglects
and scorns, by which their minds would be dejected and troubled.
Therefore they commonly live a solitary, private, and shadowed life;
with a small circle of chosen companions, all devoted admirers, who
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