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Book One

Unit One

Reading with understanding depends on the interplay (A8 BE.4E B )of three factors (HE) .

vocabulary, structure (grammar ), and meaning; in other words , successful comprehension

depends on one’s actual command (¥ 1# )of the language. But generally a good knowledge of
reading techniques or skills will not only make reading easier,but also help improve reading

comprehension to a certain extent (),

Skill ;Basic Reading Skill I
How to Read a Text(Part I)

It is advisable to read a comprehension passage at least twice ;the first time,to obtain (¥

fB)a general impression (EJ & ) of the text,and then a second time to concentrate on the

important details (4835). Sometimes-'a third reading is necessary —to check -items (Jf H )that

caused difficulty.

First Reading

Read the following text once,at your normal speed,trying to get a good general idea of
what the passage is about,and do Exercise A.

Learn the following new words before reading the passage:

tuition/tju’ ifen/n. 2%

optimistic/iopti’ mistik/ a. FHRILHY

‘principal/’ prinsipl/ n. G N33

urgent/' o:dzent/ a. BHHE

guarantee/ | geron'ti:/ ovt. fRIE »

fly into a rage FJRAR

complaiﬁ/kam’plein/v. 4B



Learning to Read in College

The Timkens sent their child Laura off to college with a check for $ 7,000 in tuition and
thought that was the end of it. But soon after they recéived a letter from the dean of studies
(HE D).

“We are happy to announce that we have started a remedial reading class for college
freshmen and strongly advise that your daughter. Laura-participate in it. If she doesn’ t,it is
our opinion that Laura will not be able to keep .up with her studies. The cost will be $250.”

Timken read the letter“l thought Laura could read.”he said to his wife.

“So did I. I think the problem is she can read,but she does not understand what she
reads”. ' ' '

“What did they teach her in public school and high school?”

“I have no idea,but if the college s-ays she needs remedial reading we’d better see that
she gets it or $ 7,000 will be thrown away.. ?

A few days later they got another letter from the dean. -

“The English Department has informed us that your daughter Laura cannot write. They
have suggested that she enroll in (3 4 2 Bl) the remedial writing class. We started it two
years ago when we discovered this was a common problem for most college students. If you
agree that Laura should get this special help,please send a check for $250.”

Timken was angry now.

“How did she get in college if she can’t write?” . -

Mrs. Timden was much more optimistic about it. “Laura can write. She just can’t write
complete sentences. ” ' ' . . . -

“She went to school for 12 years and éhe can’t write a sentence?”Timken said. “They
made an illiterate out of my daughter!” _

“Oh,1 believe that’s a bit strong. I’ m sure,anyway,the college can help her learn to
write. After all,it is an institution of higher learning.”

“So now we have to pay $ 250 for something they should have taﬁght her iﬁ grammar
school?” ' _

“Don’ t you remember what the principal said years ago? It was Athe schoal”
responsibility to make good citizens out of the students,and the pareﬁts’res;.).o‘nsibility to
teach the children to read and write. It seems that we’re the ones who failed.”

Timken sent in the check ,and was not surprised to find another letter waiting for him a
week later.

It read:“We have found that no one in the freshman class can add ,multiply,subtract or
divide simple sums. We feel it is urgent that this deficiency({ﬁkﬂﬁ) be corrected early in a
student’s college career. Therefore,we are setting up a special remedial arithmetic course.
The fee will be $ 250. If you do not want your daughter to take this course we cannot

— 9 —



guarantee she will graduate. ” : R
Once again Timken flew into a rage. “I thought Laura got A’s in math in high school. ”
Mrs. Timken said , “That was conceptional math. She never could add or subtract. Don’t
you remember when you complained once about it and Laura’s teacher told you, ‘She can
always learn to add and subtract when she gets to college. " 7” . :
——Art Buchwald

Exercise A
Answer the following questions without turning back to the passage. You.nfay answer in

a word,a phrase,or a complete-sentence, just to see whether you have got a general idea of
the passage. If you find it somewhat easy to answet thcéevquestions »it. may mean that you can
increase your reading speed ;if you have much difficulty with the exercise,it probably means
that you should have read a bit more slowly:adjust (J§ %) the rate of reading to suit your
case.

. Does the story take place after or before Laura entered the college?:

. How is she getting along with her studies in general?

.How many letters did her parents get from the dean of studies?

. What is the first letter about? What advice did the dean offer in this letter?

1

2

3

4

5. What is the second leitter about? What did the Emglish Department suggest? -

6. What is the third letter about? What did the college utge Laura’s parents to do?

7.How much did the college ask.laura’s parents to pay for each of these remedial courses?
8. How did the Timkens feel when they were told that.their daughter should attend all these

remedial classes?

Second Reading

Now read the passage again. This time,try to temember the important details and pay
due GFE 24 #%)attention to points that seem difficult. If thete'is a word you are not familiar
with,do not waste too much time .wortying about what it -might. mean. Just look at' what
comes before and after make an-initelligent guess and.then go on . When you have finished the

second reading ,do the following multiple choice (I #E)exercise..

Exercise B
Choose the best answer for each of the following questions. You may look at the text if
you wanf to«
1. When the Timkens sent their daughter Laura off to college and paid the tuition, they
thought )
a.they had done what the parents had to do and they could do nothing more about. it.
._b.they had paid what they ought t~ pay and the college would take care of her studies.
— 3 —



¢.she had entered the college and would enjoy a successful college career.
d.all of the above.
2. A remedial class is
a.a class for college freshmen.
b.a class for those students who are.interested in reading or writing.
c. a class for eleméntary arithmetic study.
~d.a cléss for those students who need special help to keep up their studies.
3. From what the dean says in his second letter we know for sure that
Ja. Laura is a student in the English Department majoring in (FE)English writing.
b.Laura is very poor in writing and has failed an important exanmination.
\¢- Laura is very poor in writing but she is only one of the very mariy who fail to write
‘well. ‘ .
‘ d.No college student can write,so that is really a common problem.
4. What is an“illiterate”?
_a. A person who cannot add ,multiply,subtract or divide simple sums
‘b. A person who is unable to read and write ‘
c. A person who has been to school for 12 years but cannot write a sentence
.. d. A person who has not formed good study habits
5. When Mrs Timken said,“Oh,] believe that’s a bit strong”.
a.she was blaming her husband for using strong language.
(b she thought her husband was exaggerating (2 X )the fact in a way.
-¢. she thought it unnecssary for her busband to get so angry.
.d.she was not very happy to hear her husband describing her daughter as an illiterate.
6. “An institution of higher learning "refers to
a. a college or university in general.
b.a college or university of high reputation.
¢. a college which can produce good writers.
d.a college which is able to correct the students’deficiencies in time.
7. The statement“We’re the ones who failed”could be most suitably replaced by
a. we failed to.cooperate with the school and teachers.
b. we did not keep in good contact with the school and teachers.
" c. we neglected (8% our duty as parents to teach our child to read and write.
d. we failed to keep in mind what the principal said. ’ [
8. What is Mr. Timken’s attitude toward his daughter’s need for remedial courses?
‘a. Anger and confusion ‘
b. Happinesé and joy
¢.Love and hate
d. Disgust (JK3)
— 4 —_—



- 9. What is Mrs. Timken’s attitude toward her daughter’s need for remedial courses?

a. Acceptance of the fact that she needs them-

b. A feeling that she’s failed Laura somehow

"c. A willingness to pay the fees '

d. All of the above
10. The title“Learning to Read —in College”means

a.students who are not good at.reading. are offered a good chance of learning to read in
college. - ' ’

b. it is more effective to learn to read in college

© c. it is ironical (4 ARFZE B JEH)that a college student stxll needs to learn to read in

' college ) ‘

d. all of the above.

Check your answers. If. you got several wrong it may suggest that you did not pay
eﬁough attention to detail ; be ‘cateful to look at all the words,both in the text and in the

questions.
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Unit Two

Skill : Basic Reading Skill 1
How to Read a Text (Part II)

Read the passage once to get an overall impression of what it is about,and then reread it

concentrating on the details.

First Reading

Carefully read the following text at your normal speed. After the first reéding »do
Exer‘cise A ' -

Learn the following new words t?efore reading the passage:

_ channel/'tfeenal/n. ¥k

supermarket/'sju:pe ma:kit/ =». #ETNTH

challenge/'tfelind3/. n. PR

fit - o. BEN

once conj. —H.

goal/gaul/ . HAR

tough/taf/ a. FMER,RERY

To S-\avim the English Channel at 58

A little over a yeat ago I began training to swim the English Channel this September. I
will be 58 years old then. S

My friends thought I had lost my mind;my wife didn’t think I was ‘crazy but she was
somewhat wortied. The question I was asked over and over was this: S

Why?

When a student reporter at Indiana recently asked me this question,I said , “First,let me
ask you a question. What are your plans for this summer?”He replied that he was going to
work in a Supermarke‘t. 1 didn’t have to say more;he understood my point.

A challenge and something of an adventure are welcomé whether you are 20 or 58,and
preparing to .swim the Channel is far better than working in a’supermarket sespecially when
you have a choice. ) . ‘ ' _

But why did I decide to swim the Channel at 587 Perhaps I myself can hardly give a
satisfactory answer. A A

The Channel has always been the greatest challenge to swimmers;a tésAt of ability,i'

—_— 7 _



