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Richard III and

Shakespeare’s history
(EE=H) SFLTHEETHFTREE

ing Richard III' was born in 1452, and died at
Bosworth Field” in 1485. Although he reigned for
only just over two years, he is one of the most famous
(or infamous) kings in British history. Shakespeare’s play is
undoubtedly a large part of the reason.
Richard III is one of Shakespeare’s ten history plays’. All but

two of them tell a continuous story, from Richard II’s reign
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2. Bosworth Field. ik BEE (UF(EN-F&Y). 1485F, FH - #EEHY
FEPALE i R B R b o e T R RV ZERL, SRR T E E R,

3. Shakespeare’s ten history plays: F5-+-HEZ 1088, SA0R: CFRIAHDY (L
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until the start of Henry VII’s, though they were not written in
chronological order.

Shakespeare was the first to write history plays of this kind,
and they were very popular. With their pageantry' and exciting

battle scenes, they had the same appeal as today’s epic films.

Richard 111 by an unknown
artist. During Tudor times’,
the king’s portrait was altered
to make him look grotesqué’.
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York and Lancaster
- The plays show how the descendants of King Edward III

T

fought for the throne, dividing into the ‘Houses’ of York and
Lancaster'. In Richard I, the Lancastrian Henry Bolingbroke

seizes the throne from his cousin, the weak young King

Richard, who is killed in Pontefract Castle’. Bolingbroke
becomes King Henry IV. There are two plays about his reign
(Henry IV Parts 1 and 2). He reigns well, but dies tormented
by guilt about Richard’s death. The plays show his wars against
Northern rebels, and how his son, Prince Hal’, gives up an
idle, drunken life to fight and show himself fit to be king in

- turn. One of his drinking-companions is the fat knight Sir John

k Falstaff’, Shakespeare’s greatest comic character.

| 8 ;.T'..'Houses’ of York and Lancaster: 295 R®EMZEFERE, MOZERREE
L BEEmEKAST, BERTEEE=HIES.

00, Richard II: (&Y, ABHE TS~ HEEAEER (FRERAFF
PUft) s bk, FE REE, BERERGTERERE, XBEENET
N ke SR B RROR B A AR S .

B 3. Pontefract Castle: B sitim e, (T HM T4 M, LRT1070%,
L MR ES (RIEIr9Pomfret),

4. Prince Hal, 14/ T 7, RUERASFITH (1387—1422), 3k 222 FFHE
HAE T (1413—1422),

& 5. Sir John Falstaff. 24 « SIS RBL, RSB, RO HHT
& R R E R A,



Edward III
l
Lionel John of Gaunt — —
Duke of Clarence Duke of %ancaster
YOIRK LANCASTER
l [
} Henry IV
|
| HenryV
Richard m.  Cecily Neville Henly VI
Duke of York Duchess of York'
Edward IV? m. Elizabeth George
Woodville’ Duke of Clarence®
(Queen Elizabeth)
Edward Richard Lady Elizabeth
Prince of Wales® Duke of York® (later marries
(later Edward V) Henry VII)

&

«Duchess of York: A7 ABEA, BEENY, TREHTSESTEZ,
. Edward IV. ZfE4Epitt,

. Elizabeth Woodville: #F|#(H - (AfE4/R TG, B#EENH>E,

. George, Duke of Clarence. 7ri&, 5asEGHiA 8.

. Edward, Prince of Wales: Z{#fE, @W/Rt+3ET, RIfrEMREBERT,

. Richard, Duke of York: #H#, AR AR, BEEFZF,
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A simplified family tree
_____________ 1 showing the houses of
Lancaster and York at
the time of Richard III.
Henry VII, who ruled
after Richard, was the
first monarch of the
House of Tudor.

Margaret of Anjou’

ward m. Lady Anne Neville?
e of Wales  (later marries

Richard III)
Margaret m. Edmund Tudor
. Beaufort Earl of
f Gloucester Richmond

TUDOR
Henry

e Earl of Richmond®

 the play are underlined (later Henry VII)

| 1. Margaret of Anjou. Hs3efs, FRAHZFE,

© 2. Lady Anne Neville: %k A, SR TFREESBE, EHESIHAR (I
E=Hi) > %,

. 3. Henry, Earl of Richmond. %], BA#{Af, MAEHRFFL,



In Henry V', Prince Hal, now king, inspires his army to win
lands in France for England. He makes peace with the French
and marries a French princess, Katherine. But he dies when his

son, another Henry, is a baby—and all that he has gained is lost.

Wars of the Roses’
Henry VI is in three parts. In the first, the lords who rule

England while the king is a child struggle among themselves,

7~

L. Henry V. (ZHAMY, 5 TE=RMAMEIGHEIE FE—ASER, SR,
BOfr FEEABIIE,, AR5 BRRYFRARE ERTHER,
2. Wars of the Roses. &Ik (1455—1485), sk, @t iy
4%@ AT F AL RS 2020 7 A2 EArROM Nk . B ED R 3
EEZHNER., S FARYNFTANEE, BRETHEDEEKRF

.L.'_.I'H%‘\T#&——:. TR AL BRI e 0 R R ER . 1485 A B by Sk iy =
F) « EEERIA BRI RPEEE, SR TXHRS., SO ST E
FIKREGT, EREHEIBHSNERRE 2 —, S8 T HEESHEHE TR
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3. Henry VI: (ZFRZHN, o E. &b, T=ZE, EREFEERESENREL:
S RBETH R ERBOR IR, BN B SR B S g A 2 )
RORH SIS SL, MR EZERBESER NS PEAES HirRorE & M4 5o uE
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A fanciful nineteenth-century painting showing hostile lords, in
the Temple Gardens, picking red and white roses in support of
their ‘sides’ in the Wars of the Roses.
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Richard and Lady Anne dressed in their coronation’'
robes. There is no evidence that Richard poisoned his wife,
though he was disappointed that she had only one son—
who died before her.

and the French, led by Joan of Arc’, win back the lands the
English held. As part of the peace settlement, the boy Henry
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1. coronation. &L

2. Joan of Are; B4l (1412—1431), B ALE b AR HEHkRE, Mk
M ESURR BE EAMR], 1TREE EMS b CEMERERRRE A,
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is married to Princess Margaret of Anjou (who appears in
Richard III as a bitter old woman). Parts 2 and 3 show how
. England became torn by civil war, the Wars of the Roses. In a

scene in the Temple Gardens, L.ondon, lords choose roses to

show their support, red for Lancaster or white for York. Richard
Plantagenet, son of the disgraced Duke of York, leads the
Yorkists. His sons, Edward Earl of March and Richard Duke of
Gloucester, work to win the throne, both in open battle and by
killing off those who oppose them behind the scenes.

Henry has grown up to be a pious man, often too occupied
with religious matters to protect himself. His wife Margaret
makes up for him, leading his troops into battle. But at last
Henry is captured and deposed. Edward is crowned king,
but the Lancastrians fight back. At the battle of Tewkesbury'
Henry’s son is killed; Margaret is banished and the Lancastrians
are finished. But Henry, a prisoner in the Tower of London?, is

still a threat to the Yorkists. Richard and Edward kill him. The

stage is now set for the play of Richard 111.

./{battle of Tewkesbury, #3aiflEMG: (LRIEEFMAEREG), BRT1471
L, REENHRS AT SRR APt A T TR F RO — R
| 2. Towerof London. {43, R -LITILEMBIRINE, B—BAHNLESE
PSR R, (R A — 05 24 B L R TR,
TI0664FTFtaZh T3, USRI EEREM, 1FBILALEMBALTE.,
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Shakespeare’s sources
Shakespeare got his facts from chroniclers of his own time,

especially Raphael Holinshed' and Edward Hall. Hall’s account
of Richard III’s life is based on one by Sir Thomas More?,
Henry VIII’s friend and adviser who was executed when he
would not support Henry’s plan to divorce his first wife. As a
boy, More lived in the household of John Morton, the Bishop
of Ely’ in Richard III. As a member of Richard’s council,
Morton had access to ‘inside information’. When Richard sends
Ely away to fetch strawberries, this might well be a real incident
which the bishop told More years later.

But More, then Henry VIII’s trusted friend, was of course
on the side of the Tudors: the Earl of Richmond in the play
(later Henry VII), was the king’s father. Elizabeth®, Henry
VIIT’s daughter, was queen in Shakespeare’s day, and naturally
Tudor historians assumed that Richmond was in the right
when he seized the throne. This has led some critics to dismiss
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InsRaphael Holinshed: fr3/R - AR (7—%291580), EEGGFLH¥R, #F
AR RRREE. BARESGEED.

2. Sir Thomas More: #£5H7 - B/RE+ (1478—1535), REBUAK., X, &
ZRETFAAMZER, HRLuirE, 8 ().

3. John Morton, the Bishop of Ely.: #9&5 - B, FE £,

4. Elizabeth. FIFRIHH -, #4g =4+ (1558—1603), L EHL&HE,
AABRGSE, BaMEUR, #EE™mE R HHE IER.
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