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Ceaching Reference
A

Books

TR OB ey o e v ey s iy

¢ 1. Appreciate the Style
» parallel structure such as “How, otherwise,...” in Par. 4 and “one in which...” in
the last paragraph, etc.
* transitional words such as “thus”, “ideally then”, etc

¢ 2. Enlarge Vocabulary
the bold-typed words and all the listed phrases

& 3. Review Concessive Clause

Suggested Teaching Steps = L

< 1. Warm-up Questions

1) Do you think reading is the best way to gain knowledge? Why?
2) Make a list of the ways through which one can acquire knowledge.
(some clues: reading, watching TV, talking with friends, listening to the
radio, net-surfing, travelling, attending classes, listening to lectures, doing

homework, working, going to the theatre, going to concerts, playing sports and
games, etc.)



2 Unit 1

¢ 2. First Reading

1) Guide students to read for the main arguments of the essay: reading is the best way
to gain knowledge; a character that is curious and critical, a good school system,
and a favorable environment are all important factors in developing one’s good
reading habit and one’s desire to learn; the spirit of enquiry rather than passive
acquisition of facts should be encouraged in learning.

2) Discuss the questions in the margin.

¢ 3. Second Reading

1) Ask students to work in groups on a summary of the essay and ask two or three
groups to present their summaries to the whole class.

2) Do Exercises I & II.

3) Call students’ attention to the well-organized and neatly-developed structure of the
essay. Ask them to point out the language features which help to make the essay so
effective. (some clues: the use of parallelism, repetition, transitional words , etc.)

¢ 4. Home work Assignment
Ask the students to work in pairs to discuss the following questions and the ones in
Exercise XII: ,
1) What kind of learning or reading habits shall we adopt in the age of information
highway?
2) What impact will high-technology have to our reading habit?

¢ 1. Brief Introduction to the Text
The text is about reading and developing a healthy learning habit.

¢ 2. Paraphrases and Language Points

1)L2 But the deepest and most consistent way is through reading.
deepest: most profound, complete and thorough
consistent: regular, unchangeable, secured and steady
2)L3 literate population: the population which can read and write
3)L5 something light: something that is cheerful, or not serious
* Let’s have some light music.



4)L7

. 5) L8

6) L9
7) L12

Unit 1 3

» The conversation is light and gay.
* The beautiful day put us in a light mood.
» Then they passed on to a lighter topic.
* After the talk with the president, he went home with a light heart.
Some attributive adjectives come immediately after the noun, instead of
before it. More examples from the text: something more serious; a
character both serious and independent; peace of mind necessary to a
quiet hour with a book; a real person alive.
never advance beyond the sports page of a newspaper, a fashion article
or the comics: they only read the sports page of a newspaper, a fashion
article or the comics.

* advance beyond: go beyond, move beyond, go past

a fashion article: a piece of writing about clothing and housing styles,
etc.
As a child: when you were a child
The circumstances... and independent: The conditions which help a child
become a reader of books are: a life above poverty so that the family is
able to think about and do things beyond the basic necessities of life; the
availability of books which you will not have to pay for, as in the home
or in a public library; and having a character that is curious and
independent.
The main clause of this sentence is: “The circumstances...are: a life
above real poverty..., the availability of free books...; and the possession
of a character both curious and independent.”
to set a child on the path to the literary adventure: to start a child on the
way to becoming a reader.
literary adventure: an exciting experience gained through reading.
a life even barely above real poverty: a life which is just a little bit above
the line of real poverty.
scope for : chance for action or thought; the opportunity or chance to do
or develop something.
 Children should be kept busy and not given scope for mischief.
e College students should be given enough scope for independent
thinking and creative work .
free books: books which do not need to be paid for or books one does not
have to spend money on. It is common for a well-off family to have a
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family collection of books and the public library system is well developed
in many western countries; such public libraries may include university
libraries, city libraries, town libraries, community libraries, school
libraries, church libraries, etc., all open to the public through certain

procedures.

8)L19 Mental independence : intellectual independence, independent and critical
thinking

9) L24 because of .. free expression: because of a careless and lazy educational

system where children are given insufficient training in reading and
writing , the excuse being that they must express themselves freely. An
overstrict system and a lazy one are the two extremes; neither is good.
10)L25 Itis a wonder...knowledgeable: 1t is surprising that not all children have
their intellect killed by their education, and that they become thinking,
open-minded, and knowledgeable individuals.
survive their schooling: learn well in spite of the poor and weak
education they receive.

11) L30 the New Dark Age in which we live today: the present time is full of
disorder, violence and irrationality, the present time is as savage and as
uncivilized as the Dark Ages

12) L31 have the peace of mind...with a book: have enough concentration to sit
quietly for an hour reading.

13) L36 How, otherwise, are... power politics: If we do not read, how can we
understand what hatred is, what cruelty is, and what power politics is?

14) L38 Ideally then,... is encouraged: Ideally then, a school system should
encourage children to love to learn, rather than make them memorize
facts; the system should encourage them to ask questions.

¢ 3. Word Study

1) consistent  a. behaving or occurring in a uniform way; in agreement
* He has a consistent way of dealing with problems of this kind.

The school remains consistent in giving financial support to those
students who come from poor areas.

* His words are consistent with his deeds.

* What he reported of the job is not consistent with the facts.

* The way he behaves is not consistent with the school regulations.
2) dip into  to look briefly at a book or to make a brief study of a subject

* I dipped into Chinese history while I worked in the library.
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e I am not very sure about the details of the proposal for I only dipped
into it during the lunch break.
3) now and then sometimes, occasionally, once in a while
* Now and then he comes to the students’ dorm for a chat.
* He practices Chinese painting now and then.
* Now and then we hear the little girl play the piano next door.
4) desert vt. to leave or abandon
* He never deserts his friends when they are in need of him.
* His courage deserted him when he found himself all alone in the
desert.
5) bore  n. a dull, tiresome person or thing
¢ Filling all these forms is such a bore.
* He is such a bore that nobody wants to share a room with him.
e Itis a bore to repeat all these words again and again.
v. to make sb. tired or uninterested
* The job bores me so much that I really want to quit.
¢ Will it bore you to hear the story again?
» She is bored with all these arguments.
6) ignore v. to pay no attention to; to neglect
* You may just ignore all those signs if you know the way to the
entrance.
* Just ignore him when you find him too difficult to handle.
* One should not ignore the traffic rules even if in a hurry.
7) cultivate v. to improve or develop by education or training
* An ideal school should cultivate the students’ creativity and mental
independence.
» [t takes time and patience to cultivate one’s good manners.
* He is so enormously cultivated in the field of fine arts that everybody
" trusts his opinion about the gallery’s collection.
8) enquiry (also inquiry) n. research for information, knowledge, or truth
* [ want to make enquiries about the membership of the reading club.

If you have further enquiries, go and ask the information center.
v. to ask, to do research for information, knowledge or truth

°

Have you enquired about the flights to Hong Kong?

The police have arrived to enquire into the accident.
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* The teacher is enquiring whether we have all understood the
homework assignment. :

9) in the name of  with the authority of

* We are donating the money in the name of the school.
* Let me thank you in the name of us all.
* He was punished in the name of justice.
10) take a stand (on/over) to take up a firm position or attitude over some issue
* We need 10 take a stand on the current issues of anti-corruption.
* What stand are you going to take over the teaching reform?

11) rather than this expression is usually used in parallel structures, that is to say,
with two adjectives, two adverbial phrases, two nouns or pronouns,
two infinitives, or two “ing” forms.

* This pair of shoes is comfortable rather than fashionable.
¢ I’d prefer to travel in summer rather than in winter.
* What matters was what he meant rather than what he said.
* We would rather have him than her join us in the job.
* I decided to e-mail him rather than to call him.
* I prefer to listen rather than talk at such a get-together.
12) see that see to it that; to make sure, to ensure
* See that everyone gets the notice about the postponed meeting.
* See to it that this never happens again.
* See to it that everything is done before next week.

¢ 4. Main Idea of Each Paragraph

Par. I:
One can acquire knowledge in many ways, but the best way is through reading.
Different people have different reading habits and purposes.

Par. 2:
The circumstances which help develop a child’s reading habit are: adequate
economic means, the availability of books, and the possession of an independent
and curious character.

Par. 3:
Both an overstrict and a lazy education system will prevent some children from
keeping their curiosity and mental independence alive, whereas a few can
survive to become open-minded and knowledgeable people.
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Par. 4:
The present-day troubles make us rarely feel able to sit down with a book. But
just because of our troubles we need to read more in order to understand and
solve the problems.

Par. 5:

School, family and government, each should play its own role in encouraging
the love of learning and the reading of books.

¢ 5. Dictation
Dictate the last paragraph of the text.

Past 1B

I. On Buying Books

& 1. Brief Introduction to the Text

The text mainly discusses the attraction of bookshops and the joy one may find when
spending some time in a bookshop.

& 2. Paraphrases and Language Points

L3 whatever the reason: no matter what the reason may be
2) L5 might end up with: the result may be
3) L6 it is only much later that: this is an emphatic sentence, emphasizing the

adverbial “only much later”.
4) L14 Then, and only then, ... necessary: This sentence is an inversion ({£3),
for the adverbial “only then” is placed at the beginning of the sentence.
The normal order is: His services are necessary only then.
5) L20 brass-rubbing: the art or practice of taking an impression of effigies or
inscriptions on brass objects by rubbing colored wax on paper pressed
over the brass plate.



