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Introductio:

I first became acquainted with Buddy Mark when he was a student in Tai

-wan and I was the newly appointed editor of The Orchid Digest about 1966.

At that time he wrote me a letter, approximately bimonthly, inquiring
about the ladyslippef orchids in cultivation in United States and any and all
information I could provide about them. Of course after six months of not ans-
wering these incessant letters and yearly trips to Asia in search of the species
of ladyslipper orchids in their native habitats, I became increasingly curious
about bim, as be apparently “tracked” my every move through Asia, and every
return to the United States found new letters from him wondering what I had

learned on the last trip ?

Gaan Jing.... Diligent... that was what Buddy Mark could best be described
as, although his family called him Ma Faan Mak.... “troublesome” Mark.

At any rate after two or three years of this I decided I had to see what
someone looked like that would write all those letters without any encourage -
ment and be so persistent in his endeavors. The next trip to Asia we decided
to meet, and:on subsequent trips we even travelled together to Taiwan to lady-
slipper habitats and to the Outer Islands of Hong Kong in search of Paphio-

pedilum purg‘)uratum.

We became fast friends... he helped me -with Chinese Language Lessons,
and I helped him with the ladyslipper orchids... that was a friendship which

transcended all political, ethnical, and social as well as international barriers.

From this friendship at last came this book, The Tropical Asiatic Slipper
Orchids...a product of fanatic dedication and persistence on the part of Ma
Faan (Troublesome) Mark. I have always felt that Ladyslipper Orchids could
better be grown if one knew the habitat,i.e. the elevation, temperature, rainy
and dry seasons, composts, associated species, etc. From these studies  and
others Buddy Mark has contributed this work.

J.A.Fowlie, M.D.
Editor, The Orchid Digest
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