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n the gorgeous picture scroll of the Revolution of 1911, undoubtedly the

Revolution of 1911 in Guangdong lasted the longest, its contents were the

most abundant, its fighting scenes were the most violent and cruel, which
was full of distinct characteristics.

(1)

Dr.Sun Yat-sen (Sun Zhongshan), the great forerunner of China’ s democratic
revolution, and his earliest followers, such as Lu Haodong, Shi Jianru, Zheng Shiliang,
Chen Shaobai, were all born in Guangdong, and took Guangdong as the first arena of
their revolution activities. Naturally, Guangdong became the original place of the Revo-
lution of 1911.

This kind of situation was by no means fortuitous. Since the Opium War(1840-
1842), storms and thunders of revolution and struggles of anti-imperialism and anti-
feudalism billowed Guangdong incessantly. The secret societies, such as The Triad
Society with anti-Qing Dynasty tradition, had a wide and deep foundation here.
Guangdong faces the Pacific Ocean, and is adjacent to Hong Kong and Macao. It was
also a famous native land of overseas Chinese, and had frequent contacts with foreign
countries. So, when the foreign powers shelled the gate of China with battleship, forced
the feudal rulers to subordinate to them and change China according to their system.
During the course of anti-aggression, the Guangdong people opened wide their eyes
the earliest to see the west world, study the merits of the west. As a result, in Guangdong,
there appeared the first national capitalist enterprises in China, and a trend of ad-
vanced productive force. New-type intellectuals were brought up by introducing west-
ern cultures. Through exploring the west and making a comparison between the west
and China, the advanced personages stepped up to probe the new path to change
China’ s backwardness and the situation of being passive and vulnerable , to rejuve-
nate China rapidly. For instance, Hong Xiuquan, Hong Rengan, Zheng Guanying, Kang
Youwei, and Liang Qichao were the representatives among the advance personages,
who took Guangdong as the breeding ground of new thoughts and the early activity
base. In 1895, Dr. Sun Yat-sen wrote with deep feeling:“Our Guangdong is the only
province which studies the new ideas of the west the earliest. Many outstanding per-
sons showed great concern over the current affairs at home and abroad. Among them
there must be our comrades.” (A Complete Works of Dr.Sun Yat-sen. Vol.1,p25)

Sun Yat-sen was born into a poor peasant family. He “knew the hardship of
farming in his childhood”. He showed deep sympathy over the difficulties, hardship



and the struggles of the Chinese peasants. He admired the anti-Qing cause of the
Taiping Heavenly Kingdom. Nevertheless, when he grew up, the climax of the peasant
movement had passed, new classes, new personages and new ideas attracted him. His
elder brother, Sun Mei, became an overseas capitalist and got rich after 1870s by
cultivation in Honolulu, which gave Sun Yat-sen the good luck to step out into the vast
world from Chinese countryside. He received systematic bourgeois education and
learned the knowledge of modern politics, economy, science and cultures in Honolulu,
Canton and Hongkong. After a period of study, thinking and selection, at last he
accepted the anti-Qing thought of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom. But he got rid of
their doctrine of imperial power. He made friends with reformers then, such as He
Qi, Zheng Guanying, Wang Tao, and learned from them. He insisted to “learn the
most advanced,” to desert the constitutional Monarchy ideas, to pursue for republic
revolution like that had happened in Britain and France. Lu Haodong agreed with him.
They became the earliest democratic revolutionaries, though they were small in number,
but extremely energetic. However, the choice of the historical road was always winding.
Dr.Sun Yat-sen once tried to write to Li Hongzhang to persuade him to make a peace-
ful reform of the feudal system. But he failed. The Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895
once again exposed the stupidity and political corruption of Qing Dynasty. He reso-
lutely stepped onto the road of anti-Qing republic revolution. During 1894-1895, in
Honolulu and Hong Kong he established Society to Restore China’ sProsperity, which
took it as their aim “Driving the Qing rulers out, reviving the Chinese nation, found-
ing a republic”. In October, 1895, they organized Canton ( today’ s Guangzhou )
Uprising (abortive), which had opened the prelude of the Revolution of 1911.

That the flag of Revolution of 1911 was first hold up and that democratic revolu-
tionaries were first formed in Guangdong were a heaven-shaking event. In 1902, Qin
Lishan, a famous revolutionary, praised so:“Qing rulers stole our country, which made
Chinese nation and people suffer greatly, miserable and in chaos. Before the Sino-
Japanese War of 1894-1895, which completely revealed the stupidity and political
corruption of Qing Dynasty, Sun Yat-sen did not hesitate to sacrifice his life to start
the revolution in Canton, an important city in the southeast of China. At that time, it
was regarded as crazy by all. But at the second thought nowadays, all were leading a
befuddled life, thinking that the country was in peace reigns under heaven. Only he
alone attempted to revive our motherland and shouldered the burden of racial
competition,to find human rights and general-acknowledged truth in autocratic world
of the Far East Asia. Isn’ t that like the Heaven guide and give him the courage to do
s0?”( Series of Chinese Modern History Materials: The Revolution of 1911. vol.1 p 91)

(2)

The Revolution of 1911 started in Guangdong, gradually spread to other parts of
China, until the Wuchang Uprising in 1911. At last Qing Dynasty was overthrown and
the first bourgeois republic was founded in China. During this period through,
Guangdong was one of the central regions of anti-Qing Dynasty movement led by
Chinese democratic revolutionary group and the main place of the armed struggle
against Qing Dynasty.

In Oct. 1900, Dr. Sun Yat-sen seized the opportunity of Boxers Uprising in the




north,which shook the rule of the Qing Dynasty’ s ruling, ordered Zheng Shiliang to
launch the uprising in Huizhou,Guangdong. And Sun tried to cross Taiwan Straits to
take command of the uprising. The uprising troop once won and developed to 20,000
people. Later the troop had to be dismissed for short of food and ammunition. Though
the uprising failed, the impact was enough to enlighten the benighted. Before, Dr.Sun
Yat-sen was regarded as “a disloyal follower, treason and heresy”, “a venomous
snake and beast of prey”. No one dared to make contact with him. After that he
“seldom heard scold from the common people and most persons with ideals regretted
their failure of the uprising. The situations were a world of difference.” Since then,
“ most persons of ideals wanted to rise up to save China, revolution storms were
born.”( A Complete Works of Dr.Sun Yat-sen. Vol.6, p 235) At the beginning of 20th
century, uprisings organized by Hong Quanfu and Xie Zuantai broke out in Canton in
January. 1903. Though they set up the banner of “Great Ming Heaven Kingdom”.
Actually, they carried out the democratic republic policy of “citizens publicly select-
ing virtuous and talented persons to rule the country”, which had a characteristic of
democratism. In Tokyo,the Chinese students from Guangdong were especially active.
They established independent societies, took an active part in winning nation’ s inde-
pendence and in revolutionary propaganda work. Feng Ziyou, Liao Zhongkai and He
Xiangning, persons of ideals from Guangdong, followed Dr.Sun Yat-sen’s advice, united
the Chinese students in Tokyo so as to boost the democratic revolution. In 1905, the
Chinese Revolutionary Alliance was founded in Tokyo. Since then the revolutionary
storms thundered throughout China and developed very quickly.

Compared with Society to Restore China’ s Prosperity, the Chinese Revolutionary
Alliance had members not only from Guangdong and overseas, but its branches spread
to nearly every province in China. Guangdong was still an important region of the
Chinese Revolutionary Alliance. In Guangdong and the neighbouring Hong Kong and
Macao, there were Hongkong Branch, South Branch,Canton Branch, Haikou Branch,
Panyu-Huaxian Branch, Huazhou Branch, Zhaoqing Branch, Macao Branch,etc. There
were some revolutionary mass organizations, such as Xiangshan Lianzhi Club,Meixian
Songkou Sport Club, Hanjiang Poem Club, Huazhou Orchid Club, Hongkong Wufeng
Newspaper-Reading Club, Macao Haojing Reading Club, Macao Chuyi Club,etc. They
stood ahead not only in number, but also had wide influence nationwide. The South
Branch in Hong Kong administered the branches of Guangdong Province,Guangxi
Province,Yunnan Province , Fujian Province, and was once a central organization plan-
ning the national struggles.

The armed struggles against the Qing Dynasty was on a new upsurge after the
founding of the Chinese Revolutionary Alliance. In Guangdong, the struggles broke
out continually here and there, like a raging fire. In 1907, Xu Xueqiu and Xie Liangmu
planned and organized Chaocheng Battle. Chen Yongbo and Xu Xueqiu’ s Chaozhou
Huanggang Uprising, Deng Ziyu’ s Qinuwu(Seven-Lady Lake) Uprising in Huizhou, Xu
Xueqiu and Xuanye Changzhi’ s Shanwei Battle, Huang Xing and Wang Heshun’ s
Fangcheng Uprising. In 1908, Ge Qian and Zhao Sheng planned and organized Can-
ton Guarding Troops and New Army Battle. In 1910 Nj Yingdian launched New Army
Uprising in Canton. In 1911 Huang Xing and Zhao Sheng led the April 27 Uprising in
Canton(Yellow Flower Hill Uprising). All these uprisings had the following three



characteristics: Firstly, they coordinated with three uprisings led by the Chinese Revo-
lutionary Alliance. Guangdong was the province where the revolutionaries launched
uprisings most frequently. Secondly, the above-mentioned uprisings embodied Dr.Sun
Yat-sen’ s already-set strategic policy: “regardless of situation, uprisings should fo-
cus on gathering forces,be easy to gain supports and be quick to attack.” And gather-
ing forces was of first importance. According to their observation, they took Guangdong
as the first-selected place for uprisings so that they could drive straight on to Peking
(today’ s Beijing) from south to north after success. Thirdly, it was obvious that the
revolutionaries had summarized the experiences in how to gather forces and learnt
from the former lessons. They were making progress. At first, they focused on the
secret societies and the Guarding troops. After 1908, they gradually attached great
importance to mobilization of New Army and had an excellent result. In Yellow Flower
Hill Uprising, they took the returned overseas students as their backbones, and united
many forces, such as New Army, the Guarding Troops, and the secret societies. The
Uprising failed because they didn't fully mobilize masses, especially the peasant masses.
They didn't gather forces in the countryside, then surround the cities, and at last
attack and capture them. They mainly relied on transferring armament from outside,
and took the military adventures. So they rose up hurriedly and suffered setbacks
quickly, then failed quickly. Nevertheless, they embodied the strong will and determi-
nation of the revolutionary partisans to overthrow the autocratic monarchy and to
establish a republic and to liberate the Chinese people. Their struggles also reflected
the logical road of the Chinese people fighting, then failing, then fighting again, until
victory. A large number of masses gradually woke up in the struggle. Especially in
Yellow Flower Hill Uprising, there were heavy casualties and great loss in lives. But the
influence was also enormous and profound. As Dr.Sun Yat-sen put it later: “In this
battle, the heroic blood was flying everywhere, the fighters were full of noble spirits.
The grass and trees cried for them sorrowfully and the sky changed its colour. The
Chinese people were greatly excited by the uprising. Their grieves and indignation
pressed in their mind burst out like huge angry waves, destroying everything in the
way. Nothing could stop them. In no more than half a year the Wuchang Uprising
broke out and succeeded. Yellow Flower Hill Uprising shook the heaven and the earth,
made ghosts and gods cry. It had the same significance as the Wuchang Uprising.” (A
Complete Works of Dr.Sun Yat-sen. Vol.6, p 50) The uprisings in Guangdong were the
important rehearsals for the Wuchang Uprising in 1911.

In condemning the Qing Dynasty, Guangdong took the lead in China. In January,
1900, The China Press (later the China Daily),the organ of Society to Restore China’ s
Prosperity, was issued in Hong Kong. It was the originator of China’ s democratic
revolutionary. In 1902, Huang Shizhong, a Guangdong democratic revolution
propagandist, published Argument on Kang Youwei’ s Political Views in the paper. He
retorted Kang Youwei’ s Reply to North and South American Overseas Chinese
Merchants’ Views and on China Can Only Practise the Constitutional Monarchy, but
Revolution,in which Kang attacked the revolutionarey cause. It was a few months
earlier than Zhang Binglin’ s Rebut Kang Youwei’ s essay against Revolution. It was the
first sign of criticizing Kang Youwei, a loyalist of Qing rulers. During the revolution
movement, there were nearly 30 newspapers and periodicals founded by revolution-
ary partisans in Guangdong, which was top in number all over China. They debated
with the loyalists of the Qing Dynasty, lasting the longest. In the early 3 years in




Tokyo,Minbao and Xinmincongbao’ s debate, marked the start of the struggle between
Guangdong revolutionary partisans and the loyalists. Hong Kong revolutionaries took
up written polemics in the China Daily with Guangdong Loyalists’ Lingnan Paper for
more than a month. After that there appeared an intense debate between the China
Daily and the Canton Times as both sides’ main position respectively. Though the
level of the debate was not so high as Tokyo’ s, it expanded the impact of the revolu-
tionary thoughts.

The above-mentioned two kinds of criticisms toward the Qing Dynasty in
Guangdong strengthened the revolutionary forces, stroke relentless blow at and iso-
lated the diehards, won over the intermediary forces. As a result, when the gunshot of
the Wuchang Uprising came, the troops and people of Guangdong here and there took
up arms to march to Canton. The feudal diehards represented by Zhang Mingqi, gov-
ernor general of Guangdong and Guangxi Provinces, were in a desperate situation. Li
Zhun, the Provincial Navy Commander, who once suppressed the Yellow Flower Hill
Uprising, surrendered at the awe of the revolutionary might. So did Qin Bingzhi, the
provincial military commander, who had a large number of troops. The esquires, rich
merchants and those who advocated the constitutional monarchy tried to win inde-
pendence so as to protect themselves. After a short time contest, Guangdong declared
peaceful independence without firing a shot, earlier than many provinces.

(3)

In November. 10th, 1911, Guangdong at last put an end to the feudal autocratic
monarchy which ruled China for over 2 thousand years in succession, and established
Guangdong Military Government in the democratic republic system. Hu Hanmin, di-
rector of the South Branch of the Chinese Revolutionary Alliance, took office of pro-
vincial military governor, Chen Jiongming, deputy provincial military governor. Among
the leaders in the military government, most of them were members of the Chinese
Revolutionary Alliance. It was indeed a bourgeois revolutionary government where the
revolutionary partisans took the leading positions. Soon Hu Hanmin followed Dr. Sun
Yat-sen to march north. Chen Jiongming acted as governor. Until Apr. 27th, 1912, Hu
Hanmin returned and resumed the post of governor. Chen Jiongming was appointed
Guangdong military commissioner, commander-in-chief of Guangdong garrison. Later
he was promoted to Guangdong military protector by Peking government. In January.
1913, Yuan Shikai ordered Chen to take the place of Hu Hanmin as Guangdong governor.
During that period, though the leaders of Guangdong government changed, the power
was grasped in the hands of democratic revolutionaries. It basically followed Dr.Sun
Yat-sen’s administrative policy of Nanjing Provisional Government and built Guangdong
into a model province, carrying out a series of revolutionary policies, laws and mea-
sures which were favorable to bourgeois democracy, resulting in excellent unification
and construction.

In the field of politics: The bourgeois democratic power replaced the former Qing-
dynasty local government organs. People cut their pigtails. Officials were called people’ s
civil servants, not addressed as “lord” or “master”. Worship on bended kneel was
given up. Great efforts were made to select officials who must be honest and



incorruptible, persons with abilities were promoted; those who feathered their nests
and received bribe seriously punished. Judiciary system was reformed, judicial inde-
pendence practiced. The legal system and instruments of torture in Qing Dynasty
were abandoned, the prison policy reformed. Old,bad customs and habits were
transformed, concubines forbidden, smoking opium and gambling prohibited, women
traffic and slavery banned, Chinese labourers abducted abroad ended, overseas Chinese's
lives and properties protected, etc.

In the field of economy: The system of exorbitant taxes and levies in Qing Dy-
nasty were abrogated and the financial system was rectified. Agricultural production
was developed. The decrees for promoting industries and transportation were
promulgated. The social reform policies, which Dr.Sun Yat-sen then did his utmost to
pursue, were carried through earnestly. The Guangdong Provisional Congress passed
Guangdong land tax and contract bill--A Brief Charter of Guangdong Tax and Contract,
mapped out by Liao Zhongkai. It was the only and first valuable trial for practicing the
creed “equal land right” by laws in China.

In the field of military affairs: Militia were dismissed and reorganized. Military
disciplines were rectified. Social order was restored. The construction environments
were improved. Regular army was founded. Military affair section was set up to con-
trol the former troop. Long Jiguang’ s troop, which was serious hidden trouble and
danger to revolution, was transferred to Qinlian region. A troop with well-trained
soldiers led by Yao Yuping was sent north in support of the north military expedition
by Nanjing Provisional Government. Distinguished military success was achieved.

In the field of culture and education: The government attached importance to
setting up cultural and educational undertakings, adding education department to the
government, and education inspecting section to every county, advocating American
style of study and French style of education system. Schools were built up everywhere.
By December, 1912, there was a higher learning institute funded by the government,
10 more private special training schools, 12 provincial high schools, 14 county middle
schools. Primary schools increased to 3000, with 111,000 pupils. These schools made
every effort to practise new system. Besides, 390 reading clubs were erected. In the
contents of teaching and propaganda, worship of confucius was criticized. The old
almanac, which obstructed the development of people’s intelligence and confused
people’ s minds, was not allowed to circulate. New Year’ s paintings, dramas and songs
were improved. Various kinds of books beneficial to social reform were printed and
rewarded. At the same time, various sport clubs, music clubs and custom reform
clubs were founded. Two provincial education conferences had been held. Although
the above-mentioned decrees and projects were not completely carried through be-
cause of the situation, they, no doubt, played an active part in creating new vogue and
lashing the feudal forces.

In the field of diplomacy: Guangdong stood firm in safeguarding the nation’ s
sovereignty, independence and national dignity, for example, troops were dispatched
to monitor the British warships’ sailing into the Xijiang River, British consulate and
German consulate were seriously negotiated about the incidents of Chinese workers




being beaten up and arrested, Portuguese warship was stopped sailing up Qinshan
Maniao River for a survey without permission, etc. In December, 1912, when a living
Buddha, declared “independence of Outer Mongolia” under the suborn of Russia
Tsar, the whole nation was in an uproar. The Chinese people everywhere required to
fight against Russia. The roar of anti-Russia in Guangdong was louder and more
sonorous. Guangdong Provisional Congress, Commerce Chamber and other political
parties frequently held rallies to support action. In August. 1912, Anti-Russia Society
was founded in Guangdong. Branches were also set up in Foshan and Xiangshan. Van-
guard of Punitive Expedition, Dare-To-Die Legion, Expedition Financial Support Club,
National Army, were came into being, and prepared to march. Chen Jiongming, then
acting governor, expressed again and again that he would personally lead No.2 Divi-
sion and No.1 Battalion,with Guangdong’ s military supplies and provisions, for the
expedition against Russia to protect Outer Mongolia.

(4)

When Guangdong revolutionary partisans made initial achievements in unifying
and building Guangdong, Yuan Shikai seized the power of the central government and
attempted to extinguish the revolution. On March. 20, 1913, Song Jiaoren, Acting
President of Kuomintang(the National Party) was assassinated in Shanghai, which evoked
a strong response in Guangdong. At that time, at the situation that the enemy were
strong and the revolutionary forces were weak, intrinsic weakness of Guangdong revo-
lutionary forces, the contradictions within the revolutionary camp, the evil conse-
quences of the military government’ s improper administration, were exposed at the
same time. All these were taken advantage of by the enemy. The situation in Guangdong
took a turn for the worse rapidly.

The revolutionaries occupied the leading positions in Guangdong military
government, but the local governments of counties and cities were under the control
of the feudal forces and the former officers. Although Long Jiguang’ s troop, fierce
and quite able to battle, was transferred to Qinlian region, Long was waiting for his
chance to kick back. The industrial and commercial class, as the social basis and chief
pillar of democratic revolutionary forces, were yearn for peace and were fearful of
chaos, deviated from their original objects and opposed to waging a struggle against
Yuan Shikai. Within the military government, in the opinion of Anti-Yuan, there oc-
curred a dispute of “restrict Yuan by law” or “restrict Yuan by forces”. Chen Jiongming
held a negative attitude for a long time. He had to fight against Yuan’ s army only
until it was very urgent. The situation was out of control then. He had paid close
attention to controlling the army. The local officers had conflict with those from out-
side Guangdong. The army lacked democracy education. Chen persisted non-party
policy in the army, so the influence of revolutionary party was very weak. Yuan Shikai
took the chance to send his men to sow discord and bought over by bribe Zhong
Dingji, Su Shenchu and Zhang Woquan,the chief generals in Guangdong army. As a
result, Chen Jiongming became a leader without followers. The former militia soldiers
who were dismissed were not resettled down properly. Quite a lot became bandits,
who were “pacified” by Chen Jiongming. When Long Jiguang’ s troop pressed on
Guangdong, they joined them and fought against Chen. What was more, Chen ordered



to dismiss the artillery battalion which comprised of the former artillerymen in North
Military Expedition, they turned traitors at first and forced Chen to flee in a hurry.
The Second Revolution in Guangdong lasted only 18 days. Afterwards, Long Jiguang,
Yuan Shikai’ s close follower, imposed a cruel warlord ruling on Guangdong.

Though the Revolution of 1911 in Guangdong ended in failure, its splendid achieve-
ments of changing autocratic monarchy into democratic republic, an epoch-making
event, were written in Guangdong history. It pushed the people’s struggle in Guangdong
into the stage of bourgeois democratic revolution, raising the people’ s democratic
consciousness. In the land of Guangdong with glorious struggle tradition, there emerged
not only a large number of heroic figures, from revolutionary leaders to loyal demo-
cratic fighters, but also quite a lot of persons of ideals from other provinces, who laid
down their lives historically here. They have composed many moving poems of revo-
lutionary heroism and patriotism still on people’ s lips so far. They eventually estab-
lished the most advanced democratic republic then, and made the initial experiment
of building Guangdong into a model province. In the meantime, the victory and
failure of the revolution left many valuable experiences and lessons for the later
generations. Though in the later years the struggles were full of difficulties and hardship,
the Guangdong people fought in high spirit and perseveringly. They marched along
the path opened by the Revolution of 1911 and struggled on. After the Revolution of
1911, Guangdong still was the important battlefield for revolutionaries to fight against
Yuan,also the chief base for Dr.Sun Yat-sen to wage the struggle of Protecting Provi-
sional Constitution, the cooperation between Kuomintang and the Communist Party,
which pushed up the surge of the great revolution.

Before the 90th anniversary of the Revolution of 1911, Ni Junming, associate
researcher of Guangdong Zhongshan Library, compiled Photo Album: The Revolution
of 1911 in Guangdong, at the basis of the rich photo data stored in the library and
after his search for the pictures scattered in Guangzhou, Beijing and Hong Kong. The
album covers wide and abundant materials, with text, which reflects the visage of the
Revolution of 1911 in a better way. It is very significant for people to gain history
knowledge and inspiration from it. It is a pleasure to write this preface.

(The writer is a professor of History Department,
Zhongshan University)
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