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PREFACE

The publication of the works of the designers of Southwest China in a volume of almanac owes a great deal first
of all to the collaboration of Southwest-China Normal University Press and Chengdu Jiuxing Printing and Packaging
Co. Ltd.

The uniquely fascinating scenery of Southwest China has for ages bred generations of intelligent and diligent
people of various nationalities and has nourished the varied rich cultures and customs. The moment the fresh air of
the outside world was brought to this remote region by the breeze of the reform and open policy, the designers of
Southwest China, like their colleagues in the other regions, were all keenly aware of the approaching of a new era. In
the past 20 years, they have bravely accepted the challenge by painstakingly and creatively designing numerous
genuine works and have thus incorporated the spirit of designing into the various aspects of the social life. Facing
these masterpieces, we can surely sense the real value of designing.

Designing works are both commodities and works of arts. They are on the one end linked to the markets and on
the other related to the culture; they are on the one end the reflection of the bustling earthly world and on the other
the source of heavenly artistic pleasure for spectators; they are on the one end closely associated with the
designers’ rich and genuine love of their home towns and on the other rooted in creative modern thoughts -
Actually, designing has not only reshaped people’ s lifestyles but also remodeled their concepts and viewpoints.

The designers of Southwest China cannot be separated from their regional culture, which has already melted
into their body and soul. Therefore, when they take to designing, they cannot be devoid of the challenges of properly
combining the regional flavors with international trends, the various conflicts between historical heritage and current
realities, the binary torment of commercial demands and artistic taste, as well as the thrill and pains of self-
improvement. They are in great want of the breeding of native cultures, the support of modern concepts of designing,
the understanding on the part of the enterprises and the acceptance of the markets. Nevertheless, when they look into
the palace of the Chinese civilization, they find a great gap lying before them; when they seek for the aspiration of
new ideas, they are lacking in efficient and straightforward means to communicate with the international trends. So
far, they have realized that creativity is vital to designing; that the understanding on the part of enterprises
presupposes the survival of designers; that designing cannot be devoid of the cultural foundations; and that the
prosperity of markets during the initial stage of socialism is usually achieved at the cost of the shrink of culture and
morality. As a result, the works collected here are all but the witnesses of history, which reflect not only the
designers’  wisdom and hard work but also their mental conflicts and hesitation. Most of the works collected here
are the fruits of the collaboration of designers and entrepreneurs; consequently, traces of compromise and resignation
on the part of the designers can be easily identified in some of the designs. In cases when creative works out of
extraordinarily painstaking efforts can by no means be accepted by the market, designers have to give up and
envision their designs as the only patron saint of their artistic inspirations. Thus, it is justified for us to leave some
room for such designs, for, anyway, they are the genuine reflection of the designers of Southwest China. A record of
their pilgrimage can somehow demonstrate part of the progress of this remote interior region’s designing trends.

What is of greater value is probably the fact that through their personal experiences, the designers of Southwest
China have gradually realized that designing is a creative activity with the international stage as the background.

Whether to promote and develop the Chinese national culture or to plunge into and adapt to the international trend,
they are all aimed at creativity,

whether to import the “foreign™ flavors or to explore their “local” traditions
namely, to provide the modermn people with an entirely new and greater experience. This is the ultimate goal of
designs and the fundamental source for the vigor and charm of the designing cause.

To have such an objective in mind, we sincerely hope that this volume is but an initiator. We hope that more
attention can be paid to designs of greater coverage and that far more designers will join us in our quest so that more

creative and genuine designs can be collected into this almanac in the future.

Yang Renmin
Zhiyuan Garden Mount Qingcheng
August , 1999
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