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HUCRLEBERRY FINN

Introduction

Mark Twain was born in 1835, in the American state of Missouri,
which borders the great Mississippi River. His real name was
Samuel Langhorne Clemens. When Samuel was only twelve years
old, his father died and he left school to earn his living. After
travelling around America as a printer and digging for gold, Samuel
became a pilot on the steamboats which travelled up and down the
Mississippi.

Then Samuel worked as a journalist and he became a famous
travel writer. He decided to use the name Mark Twain. This was
the call of the steamboat pilots when the depth of the water was two
(twain) fathoms!

In 1876, Mark Twain wrote The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.
Eight years later, Huckleberry Finn was published. This book tells
the adventures of Tom’s friend, Huck. Huck runs away and travels
down the Mississippi River on a raft with a runaway slave called
Jim.

Mark Twain became famous all over the world. He died in
1910, at the age of seventy-five.

The story of Huckleberry Finn was set at a time (the 1850s)
when slaves were bought and sold in some American states. Many
tried to escape to states where slavery was not allowed. It was a
crime to help a runaway slave.

Mark Twain uses some Missouri African-American words in the
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story, and other words you may not know. These are the ones I

have used:
bin been
‘cos because
dah there
dat that
de the
dey they
doan don’t
en and
git get
(h)ain’t hasn’t/haven’t
injun Indian
kin can
mars master
ole old
pap father
run travel, sail
skiff a small, light boat
warn’t wasn’t
wuz was

Some of the characters in the book also use double negatives!
So “I hain’t done nuffin” means “I haven’t done anything” and “I

hain’t got no money” means “I haven’t got any money”.

“Huckleberry Finn, son of the town drunkard, was hated and
dreaded by all the mothers because he was idle, lawless, vulgar and
bad-and because all the children wished they dared be like him. ”
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(h)ain’t hasn’t/haven’t
injun Indian

kin can

mars master

ole old

pap father

run travel,sail

skiff a small,light boat
warn’t wasn’t

wuz was
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HUCRLEBERRY FINN

CHAPTER ONE

Escape !

My name is Huckleberry Finn. I live by the great Mississippi River
where I have had many adventures with my friend, Tom Sawyer.
Our last adventure made us rich by six thousand dollars when we
tracked down a gang of robbers. Judge Thatcher kept my money
safe for me and the widow Miss Douglas and her sister Miss Watson
took me to live with them because they thought my father was
dead. They wanted to civilise me. They gave me smart clothes and
read the Bible to me, but I missed the woods where I used to live.

That summer, I ran away.

Tom Sawyer found me and said I could join his gang if I came
back. So I did. He called for me one night and we crept past the
widow’s slave, Jim, sleeping by the kitchen door. We met the
others boys in a cave in the hillside.

“We'll call our gang Tom Sawyer’s Gang,” Tom said.
“Everybody that wants to join has got to take an oath, and write
his name in blood. ”

Everybody wanted to. We all swore to keep our gang a secret
and signed our names in blood.

“Now what’s this gang going to do?” one of the boys asked.

“Robbery and murder!” Tom told him. “And we could bring
people here for ransom. ”

“Ransom ? What’s that?” the boy asked.
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“I don’t know,” Tom said, “but I read about it in books. ”

We met in a cave for about a month until we got bored with
it —and we all resigned.

Come autumn, I had to go to school anyways and soon I could
spell and read and write a little. At first, I hated school and played
truant. They beat me and this cheered me up ‘cos I liked being
bad. And I got used to living in a house, although I still missed
living outdoors. Sometimes, before the cold weather came, I used
to climb out of the window and sleep in the woods.

Miss Watson said if I behaved, I would go to a good place when
I died.

“Will Tom Sawyer go there?” I asked her.

She shook her head. So I decided not to try to get there,
because I wanted him and me to be together.

One morning, well into winter, I knocked over the salt on the
table. When I reached out to throw some over my shoulder to keep
off bad luck, Miss Watson stopped me. I set off for school feeling
worried and shaky.

Then I saw the tracks in the snow — a cross in the left boot-heel
made with big nails to keep off the devil. My pap’s boot! I ran
down the hill to Judge Thatcher’s house and I made him swap all my
money for just one dollar.

That night, when I lit the candle and went up to my room,
there sat my pap. He had climbed in through the window. I used to
be scared of him because he beat me. But now he just looked old.

“I hear you're high-and-mighty now,” he said. “I’ll take you
down a peg before I get done with you. You think you’re better

than your pap, don’t you? Now read to me. ”
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I picked up a book and started to read, but he knocked the
book from my hands.

“So you can do it,” he said. He looked around the bedroom.
“Ain’t you comfy here, then! A bed, and bedclothes and a piece of
carpet on the floor, while your own pap’s sleeping with the pigs. ”
He stared straight at me. “I come to git the money, Huck. I want

" it. Now.”

“I hain’t got no money, pap,” I told him. “You ask Judge
Thatcher. I only got a dollar. ”

“Give it me, ” he said.

He took my dollar and bit it to see if it was real. Then he went
into town and got drunk.

My pap caused nothing but trouble until the spring. He thrashed me
for going to school and he took Judge Thatcher to court to try to get
back my money. Then he took me across the river to the Illinois side to
live in a log hut. ’

He kept me with him all the time, and I never got no chance to
run off.

During the day, we fished and hunted with his gun. At night,
he locked the door and put the key under his head while he slept. It
was a lazy life, smoking my pipe and fishing and no school books. I
slowly got used to it again, although my clothes were ragged and
dirty.

But my pap just got drunker and drunker, and he started to
beat me. I couldn’t stand it. And I got lonely because he sometimes
locked me up for three days at a time. I was scared.

“What if he never comes back and I never get out?” I asked

myself.
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I looked for a way to escape: the window was too small, the
door was too thick to break down and the chimney was too narrow.
But one day, I found an old saw in the roof rafter. I set to work.
Well, it was a long job, but I cut a hole in one of the bottom logs. I
hid it behind a blanket when pap came back.

“If he gets drunk tonight, I’ll leave,” I thought.

Pap did get drunk, but I fell asleep.

The next morning, when pap sent me outside to fish for
breakfast, I saw that the river was rising. It always did in early
summer. It was the best time, because it brought in logs which I
used to sell. I stood on the bank and looked at all the rubbish in the
water.

“Here comes an old canoe!” I said to myself. “And what a
beauty! I'll hide it to sell later. ”

I paddled it ashore. But all day long, an idea was forming in
my mind.

That afternoon, pap locked me in and went out drinking.
Before he was on the other side of the river, I'd sawed the hole
bigger and crawled outside. I loaded the canoe with corn and coffee
and bacon, a fishing line, blankets — and my pap’s gun. I shot a
wild pig. I cut its throat in the cabin and let it bleed everywhere. 1
filled a sack with stones and dragged it — and the pig — to the river
where they sank to the bottom. Then I pulled out some of my hair
and stuck it onto an axe.

It was near dark now. I sat in the canoe under some willow
trees that hung over the river and smoked my pipe.

“They’ll follow the track of that sack of rocks to the river,” I
thought. “Then they’ll drag the river for me — and hunt the robbers

o 12
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that killed me. ” I smiled. “They’ll soon get tired of that. Then
nobody’ll bother about Huckleberry Finn no more!”

I decided to head for Jackson’s Island.

“I know it pretty well,” I thought, “and nobody goes there. ”

But I fell asleep before I could start out. When I woke up, the
moon was so bright that I could count the logs on the river. Then I
heard the sound of oars. I peeped through the willow branches and
there it was — a skiff on the water. It was my pap coming back.

I didn’t lose no time. I paddled down river for about two miles.
Then I went out into the river to avoid the ferry landing. I lay in
the bottom of the canoe and smoked my pipe. The sky looks deep
when you lay on your back in the moonshine.

The canoe drifted on and Jackson’s Island rose up before me — big
and dark, like a steamboat without any lights. I landed on the side
facing the Illinois bank and fell asleep until the boom of a cannon gun
from a boat woke me up.

“They’re trying to make my body float to the surface,” I
thought.

I watched that ferry boat all morning. It came so close that I
could see them all: Pap, Judge Thatcher, Tom Sawyer and plenty
more. Everybody was talking about my murder. By evening, they’d
gone home.

When it was dark, I lit a fire, smoked my pipe and counted the
stars. I was happy, but lonesome. Three days went by. I explored
the island and collected grapes and strawberries and green
raspberries. Then, the next day, I came across the warm ashes of a
camp fire.

There was somebody else on the island.

0130
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