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A Group of Stone Carvings

Nanjing, known as the ‘ancient capital of the Six dynas-
ties’, is a historic city in the Warring States period. It was
made the capital of the Kingdoms of Wu and Eastern Jin as
well as the Southern dynasties of Song, Qi, Liang and Chen.
Even to-day plenty of cultural relics of the Six dynasties
are still preserved around Nanjing. This group of stone car-
vings in front of a tomb of the Southern dynasties is one of
jthem.

MILLENIUMS OF CHANGE OVER THE CITY OF STONE

Nanjing is one of the four ancient capitals of our country.
It has a history of over two thousand and four hundred years.
It extends its warm welcome to tourists from all over the world
with its ancient brilliant culture and its elegant and meditative
landscape of deep green.

One of the earliest cities in China's history, Nanjing was
founded in the periods of the Spring and Autumn and the Warring
States (770-—221 B.C.). King Fuchai of the state of Wu dispat-
ched a contingent of men up the mountain behind the Chaotian
Palace (the Heaven—Facing Palace) to smelt copper for utensils
and weapons, hence, the coming into being of Ye Cheng (the
Smelting City). Afier the vanquishing of Wu by The state of
Yue, another city of clay rose up by the side of the Qinhuaihe
River, conveniently called Yue Cheng (the City of Yue). When
Yue was conquered by the state of Chu, King Cheng of Chu had
a new city built on top of Qingliang Shan Mountain (the Mountain




XiF. BB

FTEBRKXFHREATHRANEE, AF
BAEXERAE, £X% BEhA% LM
B, RERBEATHRAHE, EEAUSY
EFRKEBRE EWRAES,

of Clarity and Coolness), known as Jinlingyi (the city of the:

Golden Mausoleum). This is how Nanjing first acquired its
former name of Jinling.

The western side of the Stone City borders on ,a rock hill
shaped like a crouching tiger. It is a place of strategic
importance with a big river flowing on one side and rolls upon
rolls of mountains on the other. No wonder Zhu Geliang (a
famous statesman and strategist in the period of the Three
Kingdoms) called it “the tiger—guarded city of stone.” When Sun
Quan styled himself king (also in the period of the Three
Kingdoms), he set up his capital in the city, and renamed it
Jianye, thus starting the momentum that resulted in the place
becoming intermittantly the capital of the Kingdom of Wu, the
Eastern Jin dynasty, the Southern Dynasties of Song, Qi, Liang,
Che."' the Southern Tang and the Ming Dynasties.

|
In front of the mausoleums of the emperors and nobles of

Tianlu and Qilin

Stone animals in front of the tomb of Emperor Wen of
the Chen dynasty. The oneto the left with two horns is
called tianlu while the unicon to the right gilin.These legen
dary auspicious animals were meant to eulogize the absolute
-power and majesty of the emperors and the aristocracy.

the Six Dynasties (from Wu to Chen, 222--589), there are larger—
than-life stone sculptures of both man and animal as well as
imposing and richly-decorated stone columns and steles. The
stone—engraving clusters in front the mausoleums of the Southern
Dynasties are especially noteworthy because they exhibit the
quintessence of the engraving art of the middle ancient times
(from the 3rd to the 9th century) of our country.

After the Northern and Southern Dynasties, there were three
hundred years of unified rule under the Sui and Tang Dynasties;
then came the historical period of the Five Dynasties and Ten
States, of which the Southern Tang Dynasty had its capital in
Nanjing.

During the Ming Dynasty, the city of Nanjing enjoyed the
fame of being one of the most prosperous cities of the whole
country. The dynasty’'s first emperor Zhu Yuanzhang had a wall
built around the city proper with a circumference of 33.4
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Rubbing from the stone tablet on the
tomb of Xiao Jin of the Liang dynasty

(reverse calligraphy).
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- Stone Column
Stone column on the

approach to the tomb of
Xiao Jin of the Liang
dynasty. It has a corru-
gated surface with a stone
tablet at the top and over
that sits a small animal
on a round piece of stone
analogous to an up—turned
lotus. It is spectacular in
shape, and yet constitutes
a pleasing entity.

the bpiggest city ever of the world as of the 17th
top of the wall is wide enough for two horses

running abreast. The foundation consists of big rocks, upon which
are laid standard-size wall bricks cemeted by a binding agent
that has lime, tung oil and glutinous cereal as its basic
ingredients. Around the wall are installed thirteen city gates, of
which the most magnificent is the Jubao Men (Treasure—Gathe-
ring Gate), the present day zhonghua Men, which occupies an area
of 1,5000 square metres, easily the grandest city gate of our
country.
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Shitou City (The City of Stone)

In the three Kingdoms period (220—280) the cen-
tral government of the Kingdom of Wu was transfered
from. Zhanjiang to Nanjing and a city was built,
making use of the natural cliffs along the river as the
wall of the city, which is more than 20 li in circum-
ference.
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In the middle section of Shitou City there
are a few stones piled on the red aqueous
rocks, looking like ugly grimaces. So it is
also called ‘Grimace City'.
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City Wall

The city wall of Nanjing has a perimeter
33.4 km. in length;from north to south it is
10 km. and from east to west 5.6 km. On
the average the wall is 12m. high and 7.62m.
thick. This is a section of the old city wall.
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Yong City

Now it is Zhonghua Men with four City
gates. The big gate has two tiers w 27

tunnels, in which several thousand soldiers could
be hidden in olden times.

PR — A
A comer of Yong City at Zhonghua Men.
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West garden of the Imperial Residence of the Heavenly

King

The site of the imperial residence of the Heavenly King
of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom. This stone boat, where the
Heavenly King Hong Xiuquan had come for a rest, has
witnessed more than a hundred years of the vicissitudes of
fort
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Mandarin Ducks Pavilion
In the west garden
there is a sexangular
pavilion. lts two roofs
are ingeniously joined
together; so itis call-
ed 'Mandarin Ducks pa-
vilion'.
(In  China, Mandarin
Ducksijare the symbol
of an affectionate cou-

ple)
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The 1000-Buddha Cliff

There are 394 big -
and small niches with
over 5|5 statues of
Buddhas, all exquisite
and magnificent.
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Yuhuatai

It 1s said that in the reign of Emperor Wu of the

Liang dynasty there was a high

Buddhist priest ©

moral integrity, Master Yunguang, who preache
mons at the top of the hill and the deity was mc
to rain flowers from
Yuhuatai,

flowers’

heaven. So the place

meaning in Chinese ¢ the -te > of raining
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Bright and colorful Yuhua
(Rain Flower )stones

A CENTURY OF STORM OVER ZIJIN MOUNTAIN

The majestic Zhong Shan Mountain (the Bell Mountain) in
the eastern suburb of Nanjing used to be covered by bare rocks,
which gave a gc;lden violet light under the sun, hence its former
name: Zijing Shan Mountain (literally, the Violet Golden Mountain).
Today the mountain is covered up by the mauve green of luxuriant
woods, which block the rocks from view, so no more reflected
golden violet light that occasioned its name.

The foot of Zijin Shan Mountain was the site of many tragic—
heroic revolutionary incidents, where precious blood was spilled
and lives given that our motherland might be a better place to
live in.

It is here in Nanjing that the Taiping Heaveniy Kingdom set
up its capital and renamed it Tianjing (Heavenly Capital) after
the Taiping Army, under the outstanding peasant leader, Hong
Xiuquan, battled its way from Jintian Village of Guangxi, the
stamping ground of the uprising, to this ancient capital, and
founded a revolutionary regime in direct opposition to the feudal
rule of the Qing Dynasty. The imperial residence of the Heavenly
King, Hong Xiuquan, was set up in the office compound of the
Liangjiang Governor General (who had jurisdiction of the vast
regions of Jiangsu, nhui and Jiangxi provinces)— what today is
Changjiang Road in the centre of the c‘ity. The magnificent build-
dings.in the Heavenly King's imperial residence compound were
later burnt down by the Hunan army undes the Zeng brothers,
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Tourists choosing and buying lovely Yuhua (Rain Flower )stones.

Guofan and Guoquan, after they sacked the heavenly capital. The
West Garden and the Stone Boat in the Pond are the only
architectural remains from the ruins.

In the modern history of our country, another revolutionary
high tide came with the Revolution of 1911, which was also
closely connected with the city of Nanjing. When Wuchang
Uprising scored victory on Nov. 1l, 1911, the revolutionary
armies of Jiangsu and Zhejiang joined forces in a march on
Nanjing. Hundreds died in the battle to take Tien Bao (the
Heavenly Fortress), on the wall of which was later erected a
monument in memory of the soldiers killed in action.

On the 23rd of April, 1949, the Liberation army liberated
Nanjing, marking the beginning of an entirely new epoch in the
history of China.

On the east side of Changjiang Road, there is an alley that
leads to a place called Meiyuan Terrace, which was the assigned
place of residence for the Chinese Communist Party delegation
headed by Comrade Zhou Enlai during the peace talk between
the Chinese Communist Party and Guomingdang (the Kuomingtang).

Nanjing used to be the nerve-centre of Guomingdang s
rule. Hundreds of thousands of revolutionary fighters were
executed in the valleys that surround the main peak of Yuhuatai
(the Rain Flower Terrace). The place was later marked off
as a cemetery for revolutionary martyrs after liberation and
has since been drawing endless tribute-payers the year round
from all parts of the country. On the monument Is the
inscription “Long live the martyns” written by chairman mao
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Comrade Zhou Enlai walking out of Meiyuan Terrace.
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" The outside view of No.30, Meiyuan Terrace
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From May 1946 to March 1947 a delegation
of the Chinese Communist Party led by comrades
Zhou Enlai and Dong Biwu carried on negotia-
tions with the Kuomintang government. Picture
shows comrade Zhou Enlai’s office.







