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CHAPTER !

THE MINISTER'S SON

"] wish we were not so terribly poor, Grant," said Mrs.
Thornton, in a discouraged tone.

"5 there anything new that makes you say so, mother?"
answered the boy of fifteen, whom she addressed.

"Nothing new, only the same old trouble. Here is a note from
Mr.Tudor, the storekeeper."

"Let me see it, mother."

Grant took a yellow envelope from his mother's hand, and
drew out the inclosure, a half sheet of coarse letter paper, which
contained the following lines:

"July 7, 1857.

REV. JOHN THORNTON:

DEAR SIR: Inclosed you will find a bill for groceries and
other goods furnished to you in the last six months, amounting to
sixty-seven dollars and thirty-four cents (867.34). It ought to have
been paid before. How you, a minister of the Gospel, can justify
yourself in using goods which you don't pay for, I can't understand.
I T remember rightly, the Bible says: 'Owe no man anything.' As I

suppose you recognize the Bible as an authority, I expect you to
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GRANT THORNTION S AMBITION

pay up promptly, and oblige,

Yours respectfully, THOMAS TUDOR."

Grant looked vexed and indignant. "I think that is an impu-
dent letter, mother," he said.

"1t is right that the man should have his money, Grant."

"That is true, but he might have asked for it civilly, without
taunting my poor father with his inability to pay. He would pay if
he could."

"Heaven knows he would, Grant," said his mother, sighing.

" would like to give Mr. Tudor a piece of my mind." "I
would rather pay his bill. No, Grant, though he is neither kind nor
considerate, we must admit that his claim is a just one. IfIonly
knew where to turn for money!"

"Have you shown the bill to father?" asked Grant.

"No, you know how unpractical your father is. It would only
annoy and make him anxious, and he would not know what to do.
Your poor father has no business faculty."

"He is a very learned man," said Grant, proudly.

"Yes, he graduated very high at college, and is widely
respected by his fellow ministers, but he has no aptitude for
business."

"You have, mother. If you had been a man, you would have
done better than he. Without your good management we should
have been a good deal worse off than we are. It is the only thing
that has kept our heads above water."
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GRANT THORNTION S AMBITION

"I am glad you think so, Grant. I have done the best I could,
but no management will pay bills without money."

It was quite true that the minister's wife was a woman of ex-
cellent practical sense, who had known how to make his small
salary go very far. In this respect she differed widely from her
learned husband, who in matters of business was scarcely more
than a child. But, as she intimated with truth, there was something
better than management, and that was ready cash.

"To support a family on six hundred dollars a year is very
hard, Grant, when there are three children," resumed his mother.

"I can't understand why a man like father can't command a
better salary," said Grant. "There's Rev. Mr. Stentor, in Waverley,
gets fifteen hundred dollars salary, and I am sure he can't compare
with father in ability." :

"True, Grant, but your father is modest, and not given to
blowing his own trumpet, while Mr. Stentor, from all I can hear,
has a very high opinion of himself."

"He has a loud voice, and thrashes round in his pulpit, as if he
were a—prophet,” said Grant, not quite knowing how to finish his
sentence. '

"y our father never was a man to push himself forward. Heis
very modest."

"] suppose that is not the only bill that we owe," said Grant.

"No; our unpaid bills must amount to at least two hundred
dollars more," answered his mother.




%1% PRLT

“RIPELIREEX AN, B2HE, RESRAT, TEE
WEGIE, BREROAARTHE"

B3z, BORHETFR—AEEERIA, MAEMELT
FHITIS N BRSO TEXHE, HERECHEFRL
RBARA, BESTELNTREERE BT =]
MR E AN, B HARAELEFNAEENESR,
B MVAN RN G

“EEGE AT BT REE —MRER—HRENE
K, Mt TARIFEE=AET.” MEREENRE.

“RABENTARERXREHARES R &
e “pRERRIETE S A SR U — T RERI,
AR EfA A RRE R RIE . :

‘s, R, FIRREIENEE, MAKERE
1%, TERATE, BESARER— I EMERHAL”

“fIEI R, RS AZITHIME, FRBRIMRER
e BRI R RS AR SEX F

“UREBEMFARLIEHE D, R MREEHAL”

“BRAETA VR R R EX—3k.” MRS,

“RE, RITEEROKEE DBRAEREET,” S5k
S



GRANT THORNION S AMBITION

Grant whistled.

Two hundred and sixty-seven dollars seemed to him an
immense sum, and so it was, to a poor minister with a family of
three children and a salary of only six hundred dollars. Where to
obtain so large a sum neither Grant nor his mother could possibly
imagine. Even if there were anyone to borrow it from, there
seemed no chance to pay back so considerable a sum.

Mother and son looked at each other in perplexity. Finally,
Grant broke the silence.

"Mother," he said, "one thing seems pretty clear. I must go to
work. I am fifteen, well and strong, and I ought to be earning my
own living."

"But your father has set his heart upon your going to college,
Grant."

"And I should like to go, too; but if I did it would be years
before I could be anything but an expense and a burden, and that
would make me unhappy."

"You are almost ready for college, Grant, are you not?"

"Very nearly. I could get ready for the September
examination. I have only to review Homer, and brush up my Latin."

" And your uncle Godfrey is ready to help you through.”

"That gives me an idea, mother. It would cost Uncle Godfrey
as much as nine hundred dollars a year over and above all the help
I could get from the college funds, and perhaps from teaching
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