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Jinci Temple is a rare treasure in the ancient cultural relics in
China. It is not only famous for its beautiful scenery, but also great
value because of its long history. So from the ancient times to the
modern times, a large number of lettered men and scholars have
written articles about Jinci Temple. Now there is a grand opera with
music and dancing——Jinyang Romantic Charm, written by Wang
Jinfeng, which reacts the culture of Jinci Temple.

Wang Jinfeng is a deputy researcher in Jinci Museum, Taiyuan
City, where she has worked for more than thirty years. Mrs Wang
works hard and devotes herseif to researching the history of Jinci
Temple, then drawing a conclusion, “Jinyang City has been the
wonderland in the State of Jin , while the essence of Jinyang City is
stored in Jinci Temple .”She wrote the opera——Jinyang Romantic
Charm, containing the worship, the ancient Chinese memorial
architecture, landscaping, sculptures, frescos and carving art, and
a mixture of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoist, by observing ,
referring to plenty of data and investigating , then carefully accu-
mulating and arranging.

Jinci Temple is a crystal of the artwork, which concentrates the
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traditional culture. These folk tales of Jinci Temple were about some
real persons in history. While hearing about them, the visitors will
think deeply about the stories. Jinci Temple has been the cultural
symbol of Taiyuan City, because it has a long history, and it is the
representative work in ancient Chinese memorial architectural history.
So | think it necessary to creat a large—scale artwork with music and
dancing , which is a better way to propagate the historical culture of
Jinci Temple. In order to carry forward and inherit Chinese culitural
relics, the artwork uses the way of images to show its characteristics
to the people.

I hope that the large—scale History Poem and Drama with Mu-—
sic and Dancing—— Jinyang Romantic Charm is able to be shown
to audience as soon as possible. And | also hope that it will be a fine
artwork and be able to be presented to China as its sixtieth birthday

gift with the help of the dancers.

Wen Xin
November 8, 2008
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Taiyuan , called Jinyang or Bingzhou in the old days , is the capital of
Shanxi Province. It is a 2500-year—old city . Taiyuan, which rises to aver—
age 800 meters above sea level, is situated at the Yellow River middle
reaches, its east depends on the Taihang Mountain, west is near the Lvliang
Mountain and the Fenhe River passes through the centre of the city.

Taiyuan, whose area is 6,988 square kilometers, which owns 4.5% in
the whole province, has a population of over 3,000,000. It" s the center of
politics, economy, culture, traffic, science, information and so on in Shanxi.
Zhanguo Ce recorded, man lived here 200,000 years ago. In history , thir—
teen imperial courts made it become the capital or municipality, which
reached sixteen times from the Zhanguo Dynasty to the early of the Song
Dynasty and lasted over 1500 years.There are a large number of interesting
places in Jinci, for example , Longshan Cave, Mengshan Buddha, Jinyang
Old City ,besides, Taiyuan is the hometown of the trade of Jin. The trade had
ever owned the first place in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. The business—
men were famous for their honesty at home and abroad. We can see the
laws governing social—economic development, the achievement of the sci-
entific invention and so on from the cultural relics. Taiyuan is famous for not

only its long history but also dangerous steep topography; it is known for not
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only rich resources but also profound cultural relics, which makes it be the
first place in Chinese cultural development. However, among them , Jinci
Temple is the most famous , owing to its long history and rich cultural relics.

Jinci Temple, at the foot of the Xuanweng Mountain, southwest away
from downtown of Taiyuan City, has been a national key relics protection
unit and is the first national AAAA scenic area. The scenery of Jinci covers
an area of 1,300,000 square meters,the temple covers 100,000 square meters.
In Jinci, it” s warm in winter and cool in summer and the great cultural re—
mains have been accumulated. More than 100 landmarks——palaces, halls,
buildings, pavilions, terraces and bridges were built.Jinci Temple is world-
famous for its rich history and abundant relics. It has been a national key
relics protection unit, issued by the State Council in 1961. No one is sure
when the memorial temple was first built, but the earliest record can be
found in the book of Shui Jing Zhu, written by geographer Li Daoyuan dur—
ing the Northern Wei Dynasty. He wrote, west of the ponds, at the edge of
mountains and rivers lies Tang Shuyu Memorial Temple, in which the pros-
perous spring flows near odd pavilions and the flying bridge crosses over
jade-like waters. It indicates that landscape and relics have been signifi—

cant since the Northern Wei Dynasty the 5th century ago. Furthermore, it’s

013




|

§
i
1
L

of great historical, artistic and scientific value to study Chinese ancient land—
scaping and architecture, sculptural and carving art, and botany.

It is recorded in the book of Jinci Annals: Jinyang City has been the
wonderland in the State of Jin, while the essence of Jinyang City is stored in
Jinci Temple. Jinci Temple has enjoyed the title of Little Jiangnan in Shanxi
Province. Encircled by pretty mountains, infused with a pleasant air, dotted
by large, aged pines and cypresses and with magnificent buildings and
pavilions, Jinci Temple always makes tourists long to stay. The moving sto-
ries were passed to offspring by its beautiful mountains and rivers and rich
cultural relics. The cultural system of Jinci is an epitome about nature and
mankind society. It reacts the life of all kinds of people including emperors
and common people.

In a word, the culture of Jinci has been a real reflection of the former
way of palace life. Its historical, artistic, scientific and ornamental value makes
it the only example in existence, which combines memorial monuments with
landscaping art. Henceforth, the above mentioned, have turned Jinci Temple
into a priceless cultural heritage in both traditional Chinese culture and in—
ternational architectural history.

Jinyang Romantic Charm, which is a grand opera with music and
dancing, is based on the long history, cultural relics, mountains and rivers
of Jinci with classical and modern music. Thus it makes ancient culture
shown in front of us. It combines ancient culture with modern dancing. if
you watch it, you will feel as if you returned to the ancient times. The cre—
ation of Jinyang Romantic Charm can add to tourist items and propagate
the culture of Jinci. Besides, it not only excavates the culture latent capacity,
opens up cultural domain, stirs up cultural vigour, promotes cultural grade,

exhibits cultural glamour, but also gives play to cultural efficiency.
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