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Abstract

The paper, by studying Friedrich List’ s basic works of economics: “Outlines of
American Political Economy” (1827), “The Natural System of Political Economy”
(1837), “The National System of Political Economy “(1841), and by referring to
the researches of a number of scholars at home and abroad, has managed to extract
and expound the Friedrich List’ s idea of “economic philosophy” imbedded in his
“political economy” in order to deepen the understanding of List’ s economics and
contribute to the china’s industrialization and modernization.

The introductory part of the paper introduces the status quo of List study at home
and abroad, basic reasons for the appearance of List’ s economics, as well as the pa-
per’ s research methodologies and basic ideas. In addition, the thesis consists of five

chapters, the content and ideas of which are summarized as follows:

The first chapter is entitled imbalanced country and patriotic choice why List
did so. This chapter introduces the imbalanced development at the time of List among
different European and American countries in their industrialization and modernization
process, as well as List’ s practical and theoretical activities based on his patriotism,
his source of idea for theoretical innovation, and his main theoretical accomplishments.
From these we observe an important attempt before Marx to challenge French and
British classical economics and how a major school of economics came into being.

The second chapter is entitled new perspective, new method, and new “econom-

ics” what did List do that for. This chapter mainly discusses the features of List’
s economics and economic philosophy in comparison with that of the chief representa-
tive of French and British classical economics like Smith. The comparative study ena-
bles us to have a clearer understanding of the characteristics of both List’ s economic
philosophy and French and British classical economics. The author believes that,
while the classical school of economics represented by Smith focuses the economic a-
nalysis on varied economic problems such as human (individual) attribute, abstract

methodology, population, exchange value, currency, rent, the allocation of scarce

resources, etc. , List primarily talks over national attributes, historical methodology,
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“productivity” , stages of economlc development and industrialization of backward ar-

eas and so on, 1mphcatmg a new economic philosophy historical economic philos-
ophy, the methodology and theory of which laid the foundation for the revival as well
as the industrialization and modernization of modern Germany.

The title of next chapter is historicism of different approaches which have a-

chieved the same goal

a new interpretation of the relationship between List and
Marx. This chapter is intended to reevaluate the relationship between the economic
philosophy of List and that of the Marx. Different from some previous researchers who
had been advocating Marx while criticizing List, the author thinks that, regarding the
relationship between List and Marx, we should not only observe their distinct theoreti-
cal conclusion and research position, but also notice the proximity of their research
methods as well as the profound impact of List’ s economic philosophy on the histori-
cal materialism of Marx’ s economic philosophy. Through this study, the paper gives
the same weight to the theories of both List and Marx.

The fourth chapter is the “Listism” in the continuation of history——successors
adding new content to it. In this chapter, the author studies how List’ s economic
philosophy has been proceeding among its successors. This chapter introduces, re-
spectively, the inheritance, development, and variation of List’ s economic philoso-
phy by early historical school, late historical school, and institutional school of Unit-
ed States. The research shows that List’ s economic philosophy repeatedly appears in
the form of different variants, indicating its ever — lasting significance.

The last chapter is entitled the historical significance and contemporary value of

List’ s theory History and reality. By demonstrating the theoretical guidance. of
List’ s theory to the development strategies of different countries’ industrialization and

modernization, this chapter explains the historical value of List’ s economics, which

is self: contained and has unique philosophical foundation. At the same time, the
underdeveloped countries are confronting tests of how to promote their own industrial
modernization and choose the appropriate theories as guidance in the face of current
situation and imbalanced development of world economy. History tells us that the sit-
uation many countries face today has similarities with the past, china is no exception.
Therefore, List’s theory still holds important practical significance, although its ori-

gin goes back to nineteenth century.
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