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Foreword

© Yang Gonghuan

Tobacco use claims the largest toll on
people’ s lives worldwide. Every year, about five
million people die from tobacco-related diseases,
including more than one million Chinese. Evidences
on health impacts of tobacco are well established,
yet a large number of people have not come to truly
appreciate the message.

It is an important tobacco control strategy
to educate the public through mass media and
requiring graphic warnings on cigarette and
other tobacco product packages to communicate
harm of tobacco. Educating the public on health
consequences of tobacco use through graphic
warnings on cigarette packages is a cost effective
intervention for the government, as it hardly costs
the government anything.

Article 11 of the WHO Framework Convention
of Tobacco Control explicitly requires “---
packaging and labeling of such [tobacco] products
also carry health warnings describing the harmful
effects of tobacco use---These warnings---shall be
large, clear, visible and legible---shall be no less
than 30% of the principal display areas:--” Atrticle
11 has been implemented by many parties to the
Convention, and proven to be very effective.

China as a party to the Convention had to fulfill
its obligations under this Article by January 8, 2009.
However, the gap remains huge between China’ s
effort to implement the Convention and Convention
requirements. Towards a Smoke-free China
Program surveyed more than 16,000 people in forty



cities (counties) in twenty provinces, and concluded
the health graphic warnings on tobacco products,
designed and printed according to the Regulations
for Cigarette Package Labeling in the Territories of
the People’ s Republic of China, fail to “educate
the public, inform health risks of smoking, or
motivate quitting behavior” .

Tobacco control involves the government, but
also every citizen. Only when the population is fully
aware of the health risks of tobacco will they take
the initiative to resist the harm caused by tobacco.
Bearing this in mind, Towards a Smoke—free China
Program office worked with ThinkTank Research
Center for Health Development, Sohu.com public
interest channel, ChinaVisual.com, and jinghua.cn
to launch the Creative Smoke-free Campaign in
China.

The first phase was a design competition of
health graphic warnings on cigarette packages, to
motivate everyone to take part in artistic expressions
through designs based on understanding of Article
11 and the criteria arising from it, and translate
that into usable, artistic creations that embody the
Chinese social and cultural context.

More than 2,000 designs were submitted, and
at least 100 of them are very impressive. An expert
panel reviewed and voted to select class 1, 2 and
3 award winners. It was a true integration of mass
artistic expression with tobacco control campaign,
successfully bringing the message from public
health sector to mass communications. It was a



shift from expert concepts and visual perceptions
to those of masses, and from government initiated
tobacco control to a campaign by the masses and
civil society. It was a classic social mobilization.

The FCTC provides “the participation of civil
society is essential in achieving the objective of
the Convention and its protocols” . The tobacco
control cause in China needs public participation
in particular to disseminate knowledge on tobacco
harm to the public and effectively enforce and
monitor implementation of tobacco control
strategies, so as to achieve a smoke—-free China
and protect people from the health consequences of
tobacco use.

This picture book presents a top selection of
health warnings submitted by the artists. We hope
they are officially designated for use on all tobacco
products in China. They bear Chinese elements,
and appeal to the public emotionally and depict
health risks of tobacco. They can also be used for
exchanges with other nations to pursue even more
effective health warnings.

Yang Gonghuan
April 10, 2009, Beijing



I =

$—ZE Chapter One

ERMERRE BRI R —

Pictorial health warnings on cigarette package is one of major tobacco control
strategies

% —Z Chapter Two

{EmFEiE Showcase of designs

. ETRMBFREMIEIL Selected health graphic warnings on cigarette package
. ARG ITEMIBE Selected tobacco control posters

{E&ZE 3| List of designs

. REEHEBMET Messages from award winners

-

AW N

%8 =3 Chapter Three

it Comments

1. RER: BNREREHEATBMNERSGE Wu Yiqun: Judging hurt on national
pride from sin inside the package

2. WF: ARERBRMHEME Xu Ping: Learn from patterns of five poisonous
insects

3. Bi%: RBMEIRIAGETRINAEBIMEE Yan Dong: It’s cigarette labeling that
hurts our emotion and health

4. EfF: “HREREKR" FrAAE 3% Dong Wei: Asking a tiger to surrender its fur is
tough, so we fight

5. EEBF: L#F “HRIEARBMEEAL" MM Wang Junping: Turning the cigarette
package into a reader’s digest

S PUE Chapter Four

BB RMEFRIESN Campion on health graphic warnings on cigarette package
1. i&BhEHE Overview

2. &Bhig%it Design

3. EBIAR Outcome



BRETR BTREE H¥Ed

Pictorial health warning showing the truth, saving the life!
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SkiR: Office of the Surgeon General. The health consequences of
smoking: a report of the Surgeon General. Rockville, MD, Office
on Smoking and Health, US Department of Health and Human
Services, 2004 (http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/sgr/
sgr_2004/index.htm, accessed 19 October 2007).
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SkiE: Office of the Surgeon General. The health consequences
of involuntary exposure to tobacco smoke: a report of the
Surgeon General. Rockville, MD, Office on Smoking and
Health,US Department of Health and Human Services, 2006
(http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/library/secondhandsmoke/
report/, accessed 19 October 2007).
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