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8. The New Sino-Western Order in East Asia: 1848—1860 v

The first Sino-Western treaties formed the beginnings of a new order for East Asia.
These agreements called for treaty relations based on a theory of the equality of states to
replace the Confucian theory of relations between people that were unequal. By equality, of
course, the Westerner often meant his own superiority. A victory of British arms had ordained
a new order to regulate the meeting and mingling of Western states with China’s Confucian
society. The creation of treaty ports, the arrival of consuls, the appearance of concessions and
settlements, the application of the new treaty tariff and of extraterritoriality gave tangible
evidence that an old was passing and that new one was appearing.
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