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‘ Foreword

The author majored in Physical Geography and Geomorphology in his university. Then he worked in the Yellow River Museum for
many years. He is very familiar with the Yellow River and has so much affection on it. He has taken a great deal of pictures of the
Yellow River during the several decades of work. China Yellow River demonstrates the geographical topography and landscape
of the Yellow River, reflecting the splendor and magnificence of the Yellow River. It is both rich in the connotation and the visual
impact. Through this photo album, we can stay at home enjoying the clear source of the Yellow River, the mild canyon of the upper
reaches, the vastness of the Loess Plateau, the powerfulness of the middle and lower reaches and the mightiness of the Yellow
River estuary. It is this east-rolling Yellow River that gave birth to the Chinese Nation. For thousands of years, the Chinese people
and this mother river are living interdependently and harmoniously in coexistence. Today, those people working for the Yellow
River are taking their responsibility of maintaining the healthy life of the river, inheriting and developing the great cause of the
development and management in a scientific attitude and struggling for the full vitality and the endless torrent of the Yellow River.
Since the ancient times, the large number of descriptive books and monographs has been playing an important role in the Yellow
River Culture. Today, the exploration and practice of the development and management of the Yellow River offers a broader room
for cultural creation. We hope that there will be more new books about the Yellow River.

So comes this preface.

Li Guoying
June 16th, 2009
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Preface

As the legend goes, the original world was in chaos. It was Pan Gu (the world Creator in ancient Chinese fable)
who used a huge axe to make the creation of the world. After his death, his arms and legs became the hills and
mountains while his blood turned into the rivers. There was another saying that at the very beginning of the
creation of the world, Water God named GongGong had a severe fight with Fire God, ZhuRong. GongGong who
was defeated hit his head on the BuZhou mountain, which resulted in the cracked open of the heaven and the

earth and the devastating floods. Only when Goddess Nv Wa refined a Five-color stone to mend the sky was the

world then restored to its order again. ‘
Modern science believes that at the very beginning of the earth the temperature was as high as that of the flaming ~ #+% e elow Famn

fire. However, it became lower and lower about 4 billion years ago. And the rock shell came to its formation. With the internal and external forces such
as the earth’s internal heat, rotation, solar and lunar gravity, the lithosphere started fracturing, shifting, squeezing and uplifting, which resulted in the
formation of the mountains and rivers. The geological and geomorphic framework of China came into being due to the Yanshan Movement during the

epoch of the Jurassic and Cretaceous Mesozoic. The second Himalayan Movement, as the result of the collision of the Indian Plate and the Asian Plate,




happened 24 million years ago to make the uplift of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau
to form the pattern of China high in the west and low in the east. The third
Himalayan Movement happened 2.4 million years ago to result in the fierce uplift
of the whole Qinghai-Tibet Plateau to form China’s modern physiognomy. In
the further changes of this pattern, the traceability erosion of the rivers resulted
in the interconnection of such independent water systems as the Gonghe Basin
in Qinghai, Hetao Faulted Basin in Ningxia-Inner Mongolia area, and Fenwei
Graben Basin in Jin-Shaan, and also made the formation of the Yellow River,
which went through the Jin-Yu Canyon and ultimately flowed into the sea.

The uplift of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau stops the northward movement of the
warm Indian Ocean currents, leading to the drier and drier northwest area.

Westerly wind from the mid-latitude westerlies brings the loess in the northwest

large desert and the Gobi region to the Yellow River Basin, which has been
T s accumulated in the different form of the ancient terrain of the upper and middle
reaches of the Yellow River. Under the erosion of hydro, wind and gravity, they are formed into the plateau, and loess hilly topography. And this is the
most extensive and largest Loess Plateau in the world. The upper and middle reaches of the Yellow River flow through the Loess Plateau with loose
soil, causing the deposition in North China of a large number of sediment which is taken by the river, which comes to the formation of the North China
Alluvial Fan Plain whose south comes to Jianghuai and north to Tianjin. The Yellow River swings north to south on the Alluvial Fan Plain and finally
flows into the Yellow Sea or the Bohai Sea.

From west to east, the Yellow River goes through the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau
with the altitude of more than 4,000m, the Loess Plateau with the altitude
of 1,000-2,000m above the sea level and the three-step ladder of North
China Plain with the altitude under 100m. It flows through nine provinces
(autonomous regions) as Qinghai, Sichuan, Gansu, Ningxia, Inner Mongolia,
Shanxi, Shaanxi, Henan and Shandong. Since 1855, the Yellow River, with
the total length of 5,464km from the source to the estuary, and with the river
basin area of 795,000km?, has been going into the Bohai Sea in Kenli county
of Shandong province.

According to the research, a million years ago Lam Tin people in Shaanxi
were living and thriving in the Yellow River Basin. About 100,000 yeas ago,

Dingcun men in Shanxi were able to make a variety of stone tools. 4,000 to

5,000 years ago, Banpo people in Shaanxi Province and Yangshao people in s e Lower Yeltow River




Henan Province were able to burn the color pottery. From the time of the tribal leader Yan and Huang emperors, the Yellow River Basin has not only
been the birthplace of the Chinese civilization, but also China’s political, economic and cultural center for 5,000 years. In modern times, the Yellow
River, again with the indomitable character as “ Genius roars and splits the two jointed mountains, while mountainous waves jets the East Sea”, inspires
the Chinese Nation to overcome all difficulties and obstacles to make her stand firmly and proudly in the world forever.

Featuring too much sand, the Yellow River has the regular flooding in the lower reaches, which has caused serious disasters to the people. But, while
struggling with the flood, people also created a brilliant
performance.

Running from west to east across China, the Yellow
River nurtured the Chinese Nation and gave birth to
the Chinese civilization. It is the mother river of the
Chinese people.

I was born here, and had the privilege to participate
in the cause of the development and management of
the Yellow River. Because of my job, I have the access
to observe and understand the Yellow River from the
ground and’the sky. Especially when I look at the
Yellow River from the sky, I feel the lofty but serene
mountains, | feel the quiet and winding Yellow River,
and 1 feel the wider and noisy Loess Plateau. It is the
feeling that can’t be felt on the ground. I put my feelings
and affections into intuitive pictures. China Yellow

River is the album of the Yellow River according to

my own understandings and accumulations from the :
HTAFED  the estuary of the Yellow River
selected pictures in the past decades, a number of which

I chose were taken in the air. This album is edited according to the upper, middle and lower reaches of the Yellow River from the source to the estuary,
which is convenient for both the editors and the readers. The mountain valleys of the upper reaches, the Loess Plateau of the middle reaches and the
suspended situations of the lower reaches have their own different characteristics.

This album is not the textbook of the Geography or Hydraulics, nor is it the Yellow River scenery. In terms of the selected contents, perspectives,
light, composition and other aspects, I try to show the broadness and magnificence of the Yellow River as possible as I can when I am shooting those
pictures according to the aesthetic habits of the most people, in hoping that the selected pictures have a certain connotation of science and culture, and

at the same time a certain aesthetic value and visual attraction. I expect the readers love to read it and can benefit from it on the understanding and the

knowledge of the Yellow River. This album is for the people who love the Yellow River!







15- B I [JJ
PR 2 10

TRO i

REC it 1| ©

FELRHO EKO
an'an
ot R
&

e
Yichuan

i#& |
®Luochuan

LF IIuan?iiﬁ%@ \ BhO
g ]
y ﬂl’i 4 ok

’ 7"‘Bﬂ1‘ui® \]
’ y »

.7

l’ ¥

T

- ySanmenxi ’
ongguan ﬁ‘”"‘rﬁﬂ%‘# 3




10

o
_.».._mmm.;, R e b A

B =&

Contents

B L

The upper reaches of the Yellow River

1. HEaRANERERM /12

Qinghai Plateau and Ruoergai Basin

2. b B FIE R SR /52

Longzhong Basin and Longdong Plateau

3. IELREMAMSF/REHT SR /86
Hetao Plain and Erdos Plateau

Hin iz

The middle reaches of the Yellow River

1. TRRBRAFE P /114

Jin-Shaan Canyon and West Shanxi

2. BedEFO&h /134

North Shaanxi and Guanzhong

3. BERIKAF0TR G /168

Jin-Yu Canyon and West Henan

=M

The Lower reaches of the Yellow River

1. J &9 /186

The Yellow River in Henan

2. R /206

The Yellow River in Shandong
3. B =AM /224

The Yellow River Delta




» » 0
|3
i
RIS, KBRREREEHASTSRR, &
ADNE. B Fif. BT EBEEREETRLE
ARLEBXEREEINTDE, TBK3472km, RE
SEERNBLISR, KEEE349%6m, REIER42.8
Bkm? EEUXKENFEREX, @it “BTL
57 8iE: 1. SEaRNETNERN; 2. PR
ESR; 3. AEVRNSIIZH SR

According to the geological features, the water resources, the
management and development and other factors, the Yellow
River is divided into the upper, middle and lower reaches.
The upper reaches is from the source of the Yellow River in
Qinghai Province to Hekou town of Tuoketuo County in the
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, with the river length
of 3,472km, running through Qinghai Plateau and the Loess
Plateau which causes the water drop of 3,496m. The drainage
area is 428,000km?, which is the main source of the water
of the Yellow River. In the Album, the upper reaches of the
Yellow River contain: 1. Qinghai Plateau and Ruoergai Basin,
2. Longzhong Basin and Longdong Plateau, 3. Hetao Plain and

the Erdos Plateau.
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1. Qinghai Plateau and Ruoergai Basin

Qinghai Province is located in the northeast of the Qinghai-
Tibet Plateau, and is called as the Qinghai Plateau. Kunlun
Mountains in Qinghai Plateau are important mountain
ranges. In the east of the Kunlun Pass, it is divided into
Animaqging Mountain in the North Branch and Bayankela
Mountain in the South Branch. The Yellow River is
originated from the Yueguzonglie Basin on the northern
foothills of the Bayankela Mountain with the altitude of
4,500m. There are many lakes spreading in the basin which
is called Xingsu Sea, on the east of which are Zhaling
Lake and Eling Lake. Between Animaqing Mountain
and Bayankela Mountain lays the Yellow River, running
southeast. But it is stopped by the Min Mountain in the

Ruoergai Basin in Sichuan Province. It twists and turns

in the low-lying land. After accepting the tributary of
the Baihe River in Tangke Town of Ruoergai County, it
sharply turns at 180°and flows northwest. It changes to flow
eastward until Tangnaihai, Xinghai County of Qinghai
Province. It enters into Gansu Province after flowing

through Longyang, Sumba and Jishi Gorges.
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Satellite image from the source of the

to Zhaling Lake.

Yellow River
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The Yellow River, originated at the north foothills
of Bayankela Mountain of Qinghai Plateau, becomes
a large river with thousands of trickles gathering,
starts her ten-thousand-mile journey and “pours into

the sea and never return”,
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<] The sister lakes of Zhaling Lake (up) and Eling
Lake(down) in the rain in the source area of the
Yellow River. The two lakes have the altitude of
4,293m and 4,269m respectively. Zhaling Lake is
shallow (with the average depth of 9m) and its water
color is gray, so it is called Zhaling in Tibetan. Eling
Lake is deep (with the average depth of 18m) and its
water color is blue, so it is called Eling in Tibetan.

The water capacity is 15 billion m? in total.
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The first bridge on the Yellow River—Maduo Yellow

River Bridge, is one of the main channels to enter
Tibet.




f R RN B2 EBMLUNRSE B2
BARBNRSE, B§iK6282m, AF
pt =4 =LAl SR TIT

16

O
/NH s

Animagqing Peak is the highest peak of the
Animaqing Mountain, which is also the highest
peak in the Yellow River Basin, with the altitude of
6,282m. It is covered by snow all the year long and
considered as the God Mountain in the hearts of

Tibetans.



