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. STORIES FROM THE ARABIAN NIGHTS

I

HOW THE !STORIES CAME To ?BE TOLD
% L]

Ir is Swell known that ‘in former days the 3Sultans of
the 8East were great "iyrants, a.nd 8knew no law but their own
will, 'Now one of them had a wife who did not obey him,
and he was so !angry that he 2had her Put to death; and’
because he 1340 longer had any faith in Swomen, he “caused it
10 be known that he meant to have s $new. wife every day :

.he would be ®married at night, and in the morning his wife

was to 2%have -her head cut off. This *threw all the women in
the **kin8dom into a 2°Zreat fright, for the Sultan would have
only a 2%beautifu woman for his wife, and no one knew when

‘her *¢urn /would come.,

It was the 28duty of the *’Grand Vigsier to ﬁnd a new wife
for the Sultan *%¢ach day, and you may *%¢ sure that-he 3%md
to dfag these poor girls to the 2Palace, for no one 32wanted the
Bhonor of being the. Sultan's wife for one night if she was

“to have her head cut off the 34next day. What was the 3fer-

s

_ror, then, of the Grand Vizier, when his own 38daughter,

Schehera-zade, 3"came JSorward and %8beg8ed to be the Sultan’ge
wxfe! K R \

“Do you know, my daughter,’”” he asked, ‘‘ what that
means ? °Though you are the daughter of the Grand Vizier,

that will not ¥save wvour life.”” Now Schehera-zade wag as
Uhrave as she was heanitiful, and she @said:—

-~
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8 HOW THE STORIES CAME TO BE TOLD

' *“I know it well, but I have thought of a *lan by which
¥ may 3Put an end to this *dreadful state of things. 1If you do

not take me to the Sultan, I shall go by myself.”” So the
Grand Vizier went to the Sultan and told him that his own

daughter 5beg8ed for the honor of being the Sultan’s wife for
one night. The Sultan was ®/ifled with "wonder. ’

“8Do not err,)’ he said to the Grand Vizier. ‘“Though
she is your da;ughter, her head must be cut off in the
mormng“

“I know it well " said the Grand Vizier ®sadly; “ but
you know how it is with dunghters It is %hard to say ‘no’
to them 2
4 .Now when Schekera-zade was Mled into the '*presence of
the Sultan, her Bveil was '4lifted, and the Sultan saw that she
was very !3fair. But he saw also that there were !%tears in her
‘eyes. ) ' :

““Why do you 7weep ?’’ said he.

“I weep;” she said, ‘‘ because of my 8sister. I have the
honor to be the wife of the Sultan; but I °/ove my sister, and
I cannot ®%bear the thought of 2!saying &ood-by to her ow.
225wmnt me one *3favor, TLet her pass this one night on a
24couch near me.”’

The Sultan had already been won by the 2Sbeauty of
Schehera-zade, and he found it 27easy to. grant the favor.

So the *8younger sister, Dinar-zade, was 2%rought in. Now
Schehera-zade had told her sister how she was 3% ac!, and

about an hour before 3!'dawn Dinar- zade, who was *wide’

awake, spoke and said:—

‘ Sister, if you are not asleep, I wish you would tell me-
ome of those 33delightful stories you know so well. 3¢ will soon
‘be li&ht.’ Schehera-zade’ turnad to the Sultan ando said 7

X % £ L e
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. #O0W THX STORTES CAME TO BE TOLD

““Will your Highness *suffer me to tell my sister a
stery 2’
8Freely,” said the Sultan, who liked stories shimseif ;
and Schehera-zade 5began to tell a story, and she told it in
'!uch a way that, when Sdaylight came, she had 7reached the
most Sinteresting point. But at daylight the ‘Sultan must
- mneeds rise and go to his %council.

! N \
“That is a most interesting story, ” said Dinar-zades,

~“but how does it end? ”
“The 1%nud is more !'Strange than the beginning, ” said

her sister.  “Tf your Highness,” she said, turning to the .

Bultan, ‘‘will let me live ocne more day, I /fan then '%*finish
the story,” :
« The Sultan wanted very much ‘ to hear the end, so he
gave Schehera-zade one more day to live, ®meaning to have
her head cut off after that. But when the next morning
came, and Dinar-Zade asked for the !4rest of the story,
Schehera-zade told it in such a way that it carried her -into
the 'Smiddle of another story : and daylight came, and that
story '8was not done. The Sultan put off her death one
day more. j ‘ %

~ 1"Thus it went on and on? a story Swas never done, and
for a Yhousand and one 2°1ights Schehera-zade told her stories
~ to the Sultan. "By that time, though. she had no‘( told nearly
all her stories, the Sultan had 2grown so 22fond of her, and had
come to have such ?3faith in her, that he *4forgot the wife whe
once did not obey, and made it known *5throu&hout the king-
~ dom that Schehera-zade was to be the one Sultaness so long
88 he lived. The Grand Vizier and all the 'people had great
joy at this; all the girls in the kingdom once more *8breathed
¥"freely, and Schehera-zade kept on telling her stories.

Now these are some of the 2%fales of the Thousapd and
One Nights ‘ ‘

[}
2%
o

e 4 . o
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THE FISHERMAN AND THE GENIE

- THERE was once an old !Fisherman who was Very poor.
He counld ®hardiy 32keep “himself, his Swife, and his three
children from Sstarving. Every "morning he went out early
to-fish, but ‘he had ®made it a ruje never to °cast his %z¢t more
‘than four times a day. o ' ‘

One day he went to the !'seashore 2before it was light.
He cast his net, and then, when he thought it time, he/
. 'drew it in to the $shore, It ‘was very 3heavy, and he was

-sure he had a good '®draught of fishes. But no! he 8pulled
hard, and when he had his net on the 2%eack he found he
had 2'drag8ed in a dead *?ass, ( :

He cast it a *3second time, and agein he *%waited. Then
he #siowly drew it in, for it was very heavy. This time his
hopes *rose, but when the net came *’ashore he found it held
only an old *8basket filled with *9sand and **mud.

Once more he threw ‘his net. The ithird time never
#fails, he thought. Again the net ecame slowly ashore. But
when he %20Pencd it, there was nothing in it but 33stones, shells
and *scaweed. The poor man was %6sore 3distressed. It 38jo0ked
as i he should have nothng to take home to his wife apd
. 8children. : , ¥

It was now dawn, and he stoopped to say his ‘““Yrayers,
for in the Rast 41Pious men say their prayers five times a day.
And after he had said his prayers he cast his net for the
fourth and *S.ast tinf ., When he had waited long *4enough,
he drew the %net in, and saw that it was very heavy. it
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There was not a fish in the net. !nstead, the Fisher-
man drew out a 2coffer jar. He set it up, and the mouth
of the jar was 3covered with a 4/id which was Ssealed with
Sjead. He ?shook the jar, but could hear nothing. !

"84t any rate;”’ he said to himself, ‘‘I can 9sell this to
a '%coppersmith and get some money for it.’”” But first,
though it seemed “empty, he thought he would open it. So
he 2took his 3knife and 4cut away the lead. Then he took the
lid off. But he could see nothing  Binside, He turned ‘the
jar upside dowm, and tapped it on the '8bottom, but nothing
came out. He set the jar 19,p,ight again, and sat and looked

Soon he saw a *0ight *'smoke come slowly forth. The
smoke **Srew heavier, and *thicker, so that he had to *step back
a few *%Paces. 1t 'rose and *'spread till it *shut everything out,
like a *great fog. At last it had wholly left the jar and had
Orisen into the 3lsky. - Then it **2athered itself together into a
3solid mass, and there, before the Fisherman, 34stood a great
#Ziant of a Genie. 5

LY down on your %knmess,”” said the Genie to _the

-Fisherman, “‘for I am going to kill you.”

¢ And why do you kill me? Did T not 37set yon 38free
from the jar?’’ ' :

“ That is the very reason T mean to kill you; but T will

' 4%8rant you one favor.”’

‘“ And what is that 2" asked the Figherman, }

“I will let you #'choose the “manner of your death.
Listen,. and I will “¢el] you my stery. I was one of the
HsPirits of ‘®heauven, The great and wise Solomon “bade me

‘obey his laws. T was angry and would mot. 8o, to “"Puniskh
“me, he shut me up in a “copter jar and ¥seajed it with lead,

e
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11 THE FISHERMAN AND THE GENIE

Then | he gave the jaf' to a Genie who lebeyed him, and bade
him 2cast it into the sea.

“8During the 4first hundred years that I lay on the Sfloor
of the sea, I made a 6promise that if any one set me free I
would 7make him very ‘rich., But no one came to set me
free. During the second hundred years, I made a 8promise

that if any one set me free I would show him / all the

Sreasures of the Yearth. But no one came !ifo set me free.
During the !%third hundred years, I made a Bpromise that if
any one came to set me free 1 would make him king over all
the earth, and 48ramt him every day any three things he
mxght ask.

 145til] no one came. Then I became very angry, and
as hundreds of years "Swent by, and I still lay in the jar at
the bottom of the sea, I 'Sswore a 1"8reat oath that now if any
one  should set me free T ‘would at once kill him, and that

the ouly favor I would grant him would be to let him '
8choose his manner of death. So mow you “have come and
- have set me free. ' You must die, but I will let you say how '

you shall 1die”’

The Fisherman was in ®8reat &grief. He did not *'éare 8o

much for himself. for he was old and poor, but he thought i. /

of his wife and 22children, who would be left *3i0 starve.

““ Alas!?”’ he ecried. ‘‘ Have pity on me. If it had not
been for me you would not be free.”’ : g

‘‘ Make haste!” said the Genie. ‘' Tell me how you
2qish to die.”’ .
s+ When one is in such great *>peril his 26wits *"fly *8fast, and
" sometimes they 2°fly into *®safety. The Fisherman said :—

““Since I must die, I must. But before 1 die answor .
) e ‘

me one 3'question.”’ 5

(-}
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